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KEY TO THE PERFECT AFPHABET.

To ascertain the name of any letter in the new Alphabet,
pronounce the word at the right (in the same line) a few times:
in a very slow and distinct manner, so as to perceive what
are the simple elements of the word; then endeavor to speak
that part of the word only, which is represented by the:
ITALIC LETTER, (or letters,) and that part of the word
is the name of the new letter at the left.

The result of this exercise will be, not merely to learn ther
new orthography, but to furnish a perfect analysis of articu-
lation.
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SOMETHING NEW,

Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good.—Bible.
TO BE PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY MICHAEL H. BARTON.

Vor. L Boston, 4th mo. 27th, 1830. No. 1.

A CARD.

The publick’s generous reception of « Something New,” has
produced in the editor, feelings of gratitude that can only be suita-
bly manifested by a continuance of disinterested efforts to benefit
his fellow men.

Unexpected patronage, and solicitation of friends, render it expe-
dient to publish the work at Boston, instead of Exeter ; and also to
print a new edition of the first number, and defer issuing the second
until June. By this arrangement, the philanthropick may have
ample opportunity to encourage the undertaking.

Subscriptions received by Carter & Hendee, and at the office
of the Mechanicks Magazine, 52 Washington _street, six doors
north of State street, Boston ; Samuel Wood & Sons, New-York,
and Baltimore ; B. Kite, Philadelphia ; and by Post-Masters
throughout the United States.

Editors who wish to see the orthography of our language per-
fected, are invited to publish this Card, and a part, or the whole of
the following extracts.—Ep1TorR oF SoMeETHING NEW.

« We have received the first number of a contemplated weekly
work, under the title of ¢Something New,’ to be published by
Michael H. Barton, containing eight octavo pages, on a semi-
medium sheet. The object of the publication appears to be, from
the introduction and address of the publisher, to improve and per-
fect the orthography of the English language, by substituting an
alphabet in place of the present, which shall contain thirty-ninc
letters, each representing one of the distinct and articulate sounds
used in our language, (being thirty-nine,) by means of which many
of the useless letters and combination of letters used in our present
system of orthography would be dispensed with ; the difficulties in
spelling obviated ; the expense of printing reduced one third, and
the arts of reading and writing language be materially facilitated.
Mr. Barton states that he has taught a seminary in Montreal upon
his system, to hoth English and French pupils, with surprizing
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success. The whole work is calculated to contain a volume of
416 pages, and matter equal to 600 in the present method of
spelling. Price §1, in advance.

There is much argument in Mr. Barton’s disquisition on the
subject, and if he can bring about such a great revolution in the
science of orthography and language, he has our hearty assent.
The project is not altogether new ; several eminent linguists have
had somewhat similar ideas, but none has, as yet, brought his plan
into complete operation.”—N. J. American Star.

«¢Prove all things; hold fast that which is good,’ says Mr. Bar-
ton, whose disquisition upon the formation of a perfect alphabet,
was noticed in our last. His undertaking is certainly very lauda-
ble. He has our best wishes for his success.”—Boston Essayist.

« We think the design a good one, and certainly of great advan-
tage to learners, either in our own or foreign nations. There is no
doubt that the English tongue is the most difficult to learn of any
language extant, and any project tending to ameliorate this difficulty
should be encouraged.”—Providence Patriot.

« Whether the plan of the author is a feasible one,* we are un-
able to determine ; but if it be so, and the difficulties which have
hitherto existed in gaining a correct knowledge of our language
shall by it be obviated, every one will admit it to be a valuable
improvement. Great inconvenience has arisen, even among our
citizens, and much perplexity and trouble to foreigners, from the
infinite variety of sounds given to words and letters of the same
denomination. If this objection can be removed, much trouble
will thereby be saved.”—Maine Democrat.

“ Nothing can be more desirable in language than a simple or-
thography, in which the sound of each letter used shall be invaria-
ble. The variation of the sound of many of our letters is arbitrary;
we depend on orthography for our pronunciation, and consequently
burden the memories of our children with much that would be
altogether unnecessary, if each character in the language had a
single sound. The author believes that he has supplied this de-
sideratum. He flatters himself that his new alphabet, applied to
the English orthography, will remove the uncertainty of pronun-
ciation, which is the consequence of the different sounds given to
the same letters, and will form an unerring standard of pronuncia-
tion, For as each character has but one sound, and always the
same quantity of sound, and is never silent in the word in which it
is used, it is impossible that the pronunciation of the word should
vary. For the same reason it is impossible that one mistake in
orthography can ever occur in writing when this alphabet is
used.”—A Philadelphia work.

* Dr. Franklin, pronounced ﬂze“ylm a feasible one, as may be seen by
reading a letter he wrote to Noah Webster, upon the subject.
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« Something New.—Its object is nothing less than to introduce
and establish a complete alphabet and simple system of orthogra-
phy. Though this is ¢a consummation devoutly to be wished,
and a blessing I verily belive old Time has in store for us, yet
Hercules help him who has the prejudices of fifty millions of people
to encounter. To the eternal disgrace of those who have stood in
the high places of literature, and kept the tree of knowledge, they
have only, like wanton boys, pelted each other with its fruit, and
stripped off its branches to make bonfires, when they might have
fed and warmed a world.”—Portland Experiment.

« That the English language, and particularly its orthography, is
very imperfect, we think no one acquainted with it can deny.
That the object Mr. Barton has in view is an important desideratum
with all friends of reform, of literary improvement, and ¢ the march
of intellect,’ is equally certain, We heartily wish the philanthro-
pick adventurer success in his present undertaking; and we shall
not be surprized if ¢ Something New,” should yet make a great noise
on this, and even the eastern continent.”—N. Y. Gospel Advocate,

«In our last, we noticed the first number of ¢Something New,’
and invited the corps editorial to a thorough perusal of it. We
believe, as yet, no editor has come out against Mr. Barton’s plan ;
and we can but wish him success.”—Exeter Hive.

« We never feel disposed to ridicule any effort that seems to
have been adopted with the sincere and Christian desire to improve
the world, since we know that so many theories, once branded as
foolish, contemptible or wicked, have finally proved useful, glorious
and wise. So we give Mr. Michael H. Barton this notice, and our
good wishes for his encouragement.”—Ladies’ Magazine.

From the American Journal of Education, No. III, Vol. IV.

« A simpler orthograpby of our language is highly desirable.
The art of spelling can be acquired only from the memory of every
word. When a child has learned to spell one half of the words,
he has obtained no rules to assist him in the other half. In no
case is the pronunciation of a word a sure guide to the spelling;
nor is the spelling, when seen, any sure guide to the pronunciation.

Years of labour, perplexity, and discouragement, are spent in
learning to spell ; nor is the art ever obtained to perfection. With
regard to literature, we take a heavy burden on our backs in child-
hood, and carry it through life without deriving any benefit from
it during any of our course. We may throw it off now, and never
impose it upon our posterity.”—U. C. Burnap, A. M.

Extract of a letter from Judge Barton, of the U. 8. Senate, to the Editor.

“ Dear Sir,—Your project of an alphabet, fuller than ours, is, I
doubt not, practicable, and would be useful. I shall be ready to
act on the project if presented. Yours, &c.

Davip Barrton.”
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TO THE INHABITANTS OF AMERICA.
Men, Brethren and Fathers,

The writer of this essay, having for years been engaged in in-
vestigating the nature of written language, begs leave to introduce
the subject of a perfect alphabet for your consideration, which, if
applied to the English language, will enable the unlettered of all
nations to learn to read and pronounce the same with the greatest
facility, after being taught the names and nature of thirty-nine letters.

The object of written language is to communicate, transmit,
and preserve ideas. The system of orthography that will effect
this object with the most accuracy, and with the least trouble and
expense is the best; and must in due time prevail, to the subver-
sion of all others. Letters are the first principles of written lan-
guage. With these are made syllables and words, by the different
sounds of which, different ideas are expressed. When a word is
written, we recognize its signification, by knowing what sound is
attached to it when it is spoken. The labour of learning to read,
consists in rendering familiar the sounds which are attached to a
certain combination of letters and syllables.

The amount of labour required to read any language, by one
who can already speak it, depends upon the simplicity and perfec-
tion of the alphabet. To be perfect, the letters of an alphabet must
be equal to the number of simple sounds in the language; each
letter expressing but one sound, and having but one form. When
the child has learned the letters of such an alphabet, and the nature
of combining them so as to express words, he has learnt 1o spell
every word in the language, and cannot be at a loss how to spell a
word which he can pronounce.

There are thirty-nine original, simple, and distinct sounds in our
language, and only twenty-two distinct letters to represent these
sounds, as ¢, ¢, J, and z, express no sounds but what are more
properly represented by other letters, hence some letters have to
represent more than one sound. 4, e, ¢, o, and u, are made to ex-
press fourteen sounds, and some of them have the same sound in
different places, as 1, ¢, and u, represent but one and the same
sound in sir, ker, bur. The sounds signified by the united letters
th, sh, ng, and tch, are elementary, and have no single appropriate
character in our language. Principles are laid down in the rudi-
ments of spelling, and in spelling contradicted ; such as bu, ho, lo,
&c.; which, in other places, are spelled beau, haut, laure, as in beauty,
hautboy, roquelaure.

Words that are perfectly and naturally represented by two letters,
are again unnaturally represented by five, such as do, na, &c. which
are again spelt dough, neigh. These and other fundamental errours
cause confusion and inconsistency to pervade the whole system of
orthography. «If we would have the benefit of soving our lan-
guage more generally known among mankind,” aaid Dr. Franklin
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in a letter to Noah Webster, “ we should endeavour to remove all
the difficulties, however small, that discourage the learning of it.”

Webster improved by the remark so far as to cut off a few of the
most deformed branches of the shapeless tree of orthography, but,
like other writers on language, left the root of the tree untouched.

By changing the names and use of ¢, g, j, and z, and the names
of h, w, y, and k, and adding thirteen new letters to our alphabet—
the name of each being as analagous to the sound it represents as
the nature of the case will admit—we have a perfect alphabet of the
English language, containing a number of letters precisely equal to
the number of simple articulate sounds, each being the invariable
representative of a certain sound.

After inventing this alphabet, I opened a school in Montreal, (in
1821,) to test its utility among uneducated men. The result was, I
found that by its use they could learn to read aud write, either French
or English, in thirty days!—I commenced by teaching them to pro-
nounce and write the alphabet letter by letter, and by the time
they could copy a sentence intelligibly, they could compose and
read one in either of the languages they spoke, (as the alphabet is
applicable to different languages.) The diffusion of light and know-
ledge among men cannot be done with facility until a perfect al-
phabet is applied to every tongue spoken. The Chinese have no
alphabet of letters or simple sounds, which compose their words,
but every simple character which they use in writing is significant
of an idea ; it is a mark which stands for some one thing or object ;
they must, of course, correspond to the whole number of objects
or ideas which they have occasion to express. They are said to
have seventy thousand of these characters! To read and write
them to perfection, is the study of a whole life. Hence, a different
system must go into operation in China, in order that that great
nation might be enabled to read the Bible, should it be translated
into their language. Were it printed in that language, with a per-
fect alphabet, and introduced into the empire, it is not likely the
government could prevent its circulation, should they be so disposed.
Were books printed with a perfect alphabet, all nations would soon
acquire the art of reading. Persons would teach each other the
names and use of the letters, and without further verbal instruction
they would learn to read. The difficulty of teaching pronunciation
on the present system of orthography, arises from the variety of
sounds which the letters are made to represent in different words,
and from the impossibility of forming rules adapted to the capacity
of learners. These evils may be remedied by adopting a perfect
alphabet. An uniformity in spelling and pronunciation will neces-
sarily follow its application to any language, if words be rightly
accented and divided. The present system of orthagraphy teaches
the nature of letters, and then requires us to use them contrary to
their names and nature. Hence, if a person learns to spell cor-

LN
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rectly, and his memory should in the least fail him, he becomes
imperfect, which would not be the case did he spell from undevia-
ting principles. ¢« If we were at liberty to apply a' new orthography
to words,” says the author of the National Spelling-Book, « there
can be little doubt that the labour of acquiring a knowledge of our
language would be abridged, and correct pronunciation become
more common.” What law denies us this privilege? None but
popular delusion! But cannot this law be disannulled ? Yes—the
experiment of Columbus, of Penn, of Newton, and of Franklin,
disannulled it, relative to America; war; astronomy ; and electricity ;
and the experiment before us will test its power relative to letters.
The Greek alphabet when introduced into Greece by Cadmus,
fifteen hundred years before Christ, consisted of only sixteen letters.
Eight were afterwards added, in the fifth or sixth century before
Christ, which came into use, notwithstanding ignorance and pre-
possession strongly opposed the innovation. The alphabet now
consists of twenty-four letters, and most of their names are in no
wise significant of their natures, or analagous to the sounds they
represent, and therefore stand to this day as marks of ignorance
and barbarity.

Teachers have heard children not four years old testify against
such ignorance, by substituting natural names for letters instead of
using the unnatural ones taught in the rudiments of orthography.
The argument, that the application of a new orthography to our
language would impoverish it by effacing the connexion that now
exists between it and those languages from which it is derived,
contains as much weight as the Dutchman’s, who went to mill
with a stone in one end of his bag, to balance the grain in the
other, because his father did so. We make use of five letters to
spell the word neigh, for no other reason than that our fathers did
so; two letters represent it better. We spell tizik, phthysick, be-
cause the Greeks did so before we were born. Not one in an
bundred that reads the English language, knows any thing about
its derivation or connexion with other languages ; and it is of little
consequence whether they do or not. If the distance from Wash-
ington to New-York could be shortened one third by opening a
new road, would it be wise to relinquish the advantages of it, rather
than lose sight of certain useless monuments on the old one?
Certainly not. The ancient language of the Anglo-Saxons pro-
ceeded through various stages of innovation, and several gradations
of refinement, with occasional accessions of foreign words, to the
formation of the present English tongue. If another innovation
will render a knowledge of it attainable in half the time now re-
quisite, and effect a saving of one fourth in writing and printing,
should we hesitate in making it ?

Notwithstanding all this may be accomplished by the applica-
tion of a perfect alphabet ; yet aware of the opposition the attempt
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would subject the projector to, I have hesitated for years, after
proving its practicability and utility, to lay the scheme before the
publick. But as the weight of truth and reason is irresistible, ¥
can no longer hesitate. If an effort to benefit my fellow men
should place me as a mark for the arrows of criticism, a conscious-
ness that publick good demands the effort, will cause them to fall
harmless around me.

In weighing the subject before us, locality, and the interest of
those who can already read, should not alone influence us. Re-
member that two thirds of the human family are yet destitute of
the knowledge of letters, and that but a small portion can read the
English tongue, which, if perfected, will supplant all others, as it is
already deservedly popular—and America should wear the star of
its reformation. Place the aggregate good in one scale, and the
temporary evil that might ensue, if the perfect alphabet were adopt-
ed, in the other, and if the scales do not preponderate in favour
of the former, let it be condemned ; but, if they do, the good of
unborn millions demand it—the opposition of many, notwithstand-
ing, who might feel somewhat chagrined at beholding their fine-
spun, tangled skein of orthgraphy rejected for one so simple that
a child five years old may unwind it without difficulty.

« It is a point of considerable importance,” says Murray, “that
every learner of the English language should be taught to pronounce
perfectly, and with facility, every original simple sound that belongs
to it. By a timely and judicious care in this respect the voice will
be prepared to utter with ease and accuracy every combination of
sounds, and taught to avoid that confused and imperfect manner of
pronouncing words which accompanies many persons through life,
who have not in this respect been properly instructed at an early
period.” Had Murray introduced into our language as many letters
as there are original sounds, and given them names analagous to
the sounds they represented, learners might have been taught, as
he desired, at an early period ; but to inform a child that a bas four
sounds, as in fate, fat, far, fall, and not articulate each vowel
sound, is unintelligible to his mind. The sounds are, e in fufe, ak
in fof, ar in for,aw in fall. Th has two sounds, one hard and
the other soft, as in thin, thine.” Can a child comprehend this, un-
less he be informed that the sound of thc th, in thin, is the, as in
theology, and in thine, thee? « The standard of our language,” says
Perry, « can never be fixed by a rational division only of the words
into syllables, without certain characters denoting the different
sounds of the vowels and consonants.” ¢ The first necessary step,”
says Sheridan, « towards establishing rules for this art (reading, &c.)
upon any solid foundation, is, as in all others, to ascertain the num-
ber and explain the nature of its first simple elements, for any errour
there must carry an incorrigible taint throughout.”

By a critical examination of the perfect alphabet, I apprehend the
enlightened mind will discover that the above mentioned objects
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were never before gained. . Even the philosophick Murray, who
had the researches of Sheridan, Perry, Harris, Walker and oth-
ers, to aid him, left it with the learner to decide whether there
were 32, 34, or 36 simple elementary sounds belonging to our lan
guage ;—but, that there are 39, I think the publick will be con-
vinced on examining the perfect alphabet.

My new system of orthography is formed in strict unison with
the following principles laid down by the learned Sheridan.
«1, No character should be set down in any word which is not
pronounced. 2. Every distinct simple sound should have a dis-
tinct character to mark it. 3. The same character should never
be set down as the representative of two different sounds. 4. All
compound sounds should be marked only by such characters as
will naturally and necessarily produce those sounds, upon their
being pronouuced according to their names in the alphabet.”

« Such is the state of our written language,” continues Sheridan,
“that the darkest hieroglyphicks, or most difficult cyphers which the
art of man has hitherto invented, werc not better calculated to
conceal the sentiments of those who used them from all who had
not the key, than the state of our spelling is to conceal the true
pronunciation of our words from all, except a few well educated
natives ; no alteration in that respect, productive of any real -
benefit, can be made, without new moulding our alphabet, and
making considerable addition to its characters.”—This is what I
have dttempted ; and, after weighing and answering objections for
eleven years, I now appeal to my countrymen for assistance. Will
you patronize the attempt to perfect your native tongue, and to ren-
der it so attracting, that it shall hush all the sounds of barbarity,
and extend its empire, with the light of truth and liberty, to earth’s
remotest bounds? All I ask is your individual subscriptions for
¢ Something New; to be published weekly, in numbers of eight
pages each, at Boston, for one year; to contain a perfect alpha-
bet of the English language, and a Spelling Book connected with
the same ; by the aid of which, the unlettered of every nation may
learn to read and pronounce the English tongue, after being taught
the names and nature of thirty-nine letters ; also, a selection from
the Bible, and an extract from the writings of each of the Presi-
dents of the United States; and from Luther, Calvin, Fox, Penn,
Wesley, Murray, and others; concluded with an address by the
Editor to all nations and people—The whole to be printed with
the perfect alphabet, making a volume of 416 pages, equal to 600
of the present method of printing. Price §1, in advance. The
second number, containing the Perfect Alphabet, &c. will be issued
in June. The work will be printed on script type, for the purpose
of facilitating the learner in writing the characters.

Printed at the office of the Mechanicks Magazine, 52 Washington-st. Boston.




SOMETHING NEW.

TO BE PUBLISHI":b“VVEé-KLY BY MICHAEL H. BARTON.
You. L. Boston, 6th mo. 30th, 1830. No. 2.

Prove all things; bold fast that which is gool.—Bible.

Dr. Rush, Dr. Barber, and 1. C. Burnap, A. M., will
accept my thanks for aid received from their writings
upon the subject of a Perfect or Vocal Alphabet, and, I
hope, pardon the free use that is made of them in the fol-
lowing pages.

Their efforts to induce the publick to investigate a sub-
ject that should be thorougly taught every English pupil,
at the commencement of their education, (and yet which
is understood but by few teachers,) will be lauded by a
future, if not by the present generation.

%1 should feel ashamed of urging such plain matters of
fact,” says Dr. Barber, ¢ were it not for our extreme ignor-
ance of the subject.” Persons in general, perpetually
using, or often miss-using the elements of the English lan-
guage, are ignorant of their ex:stence as simple specifick
sounds. “[ never yet.” continues the Doctor, ¢ pronounced
the vocal elements of our language in my publ.ck lectures
witheut exciting the mirthful wonder of the audience.”

“ When the elements are pronounced singly,” says Dr.
Rush, ““ they inay 1eceive a concentration of organick effort,
which gives them a clearness of sound, and a definite out-
line, if I may so speak, at their extremes, that makesa
fine preparation for distinct and forcible pronunciation in
the compounds of speech.”

“‘That a new system of orthography will prevail in the
- course of a few years, I have no doubt,” says professor
Burnap.

«Every language,” says Dr. Barber,“ to be perfect for the
purpose of xpeech, ought to have a vocal alphabet ; so that
every elementary sound should have its own appropriate
character or letter, and these characters, and none others,
should be employed in spelling ; no letter being admitted
into a word which is not actually sounded.”

Such an alphabet an | mode of spelling is now present-
ed to the publick. That they will be adopted without op-
position, is more than I expect, but their ultimate preva-



lence to the subversion of all others, must be expected by
every one that enters the interior of the first temple of
literature, viz. a thorough investigation of the elementary
sounds of the human voice.

This is the age of improvement, and the spirit of reform
that is abroad in the land, cannot cease to operate until
every vestige of barbarity is discovered and consumed.

In the way of so great a change in our orthography as
the following system contemplates, there are formidable
objections, but none that are insurmountable. A partial
change would not be desirable, it would open the way for
frequent and perplexing alterations, and prevent perma-
nent uniformity. :

The change effected by this system leaves room for no
further. It renders our orthography perfectly simple.
It spells every word in the most simple way, according to
the most approved standard of pronunciation ; hence it will
render our spelling and pronunciation uniform and perma-
nent. Each elementary sound of our language is repre-
sented by a graphick character. When a child has learned
these characters, and the nature of combining them so as
to represent compound sounds, he has learned to spell
every word in our language. He finds no ambiguity—no
contradiction, no superfluity. He has but one method to
form any syllable, and that is to combine the vocal ele-
ments, that compose the syllable. A vocal element is a
simple sound of the voice, not capable of being further
divided. The vocal elements of the English language
are forty in number.

We may cempare these elements to forty links, which
by being differently welded together, compose every
word in our lungzuage. “If each element which ought to
be sounded in a word,” says Dr. Barber, *is distinctly
formed by the organs of utterance, the word must be well
pronounced.”

A sylluble is sometimes a single, indivisible sound ;
but sometimes it consists of several simple, distinguisha-
ble sounds, into which it can be divided by the voice. If
I pronounce the word man, it appears, to a hearer unac-
custcmed to a scientifick consideration of specch, to be
one scund, not capable of division.

The lips are first pressed against each other, and air
being at the same time forcibly impelle.l from the throat,
a sound is heard which is represented by the letter m.
The lips, which before were held in somewhat forcible
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contact, are now separated, the mouth is opened, and its
cavity is put into a particular shape ; and air being again
impelled from the throat, the sound of @ as in af, is heurd.
The tip of the tongue is then carried from the lower part
of the mouth, and pressed against the upper gums, and roof
of the mouth, and air issuing from the throat in a forcible
manner, produces the sound represented by n.

“Qur present method of spelling,” says Burnap, “is a con-
tinual perplexity. Tue memory is assisted by no general
rules. Every word must be learned by itself. Probably
there is not a persen to be foun:d who can readily spell every
word in our language. If his memnry fails he can appeal
to no rules for assistance. Putting such a task upon a
child discourages him, and rather unfits his m'nd for vig-
orous exertion in other branches, anl occupies years of
time that might be devoted to higher attainments in lit-
erature.” ‘

The Perfect Alphabet will render the: perplexing study
of months, the pleasing amusement of as many weeks.

The introduction of this alphabet is n1t an object, the
value of which is doubtful when accomplished.

Like the revolution that made our nation free and inde-
pendent, it may occasion some inconvenience for a few
years, but the blessings resulting from it will extend to all
future generations that may speak the English tongue.
The permanency of all valuable institutions depends upon
the diffusion of right knowledge, which must be commen-
surate with the simplicity and purity of the channel through
which it flows.

By the aid of a perfect vocal alphabet, the art of spell-
ing and pronouncing will be so pleasing and inductive,
that very young persons will become adepts in the same.
But it will be somewhat mortifying for the many millions
that read English to be convicted that, with all their at-
tainments, but few of them are acquainted with the vocal
elements of their own language ! that is, they are not ac-
quainted with the sounds, that the letters stand for.

Much of the reading of our country is periodicals, the
orthography of which inay be changed when ever required,
and valuable works may be reprinted when wanted. The
intrinsick value of the new system of orthography induces
me to believe that within ten years the majority of our
g:riodicals will be printed with it. In hopes that it will

a blessing to the world, I submit it to the examination
and decigion of its inhabitants.
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Forms. Names.  Explanations of the letters, New mode of spelling.
ai the long slender a, as in age—Q#

ah  the Italian a, as heard in at—23
ar  the third sound of a, as in arm—z92
aw the sound of broad a, as in all—D¢
ee the long e, as heard in eel—ex

eh  the sound of short e, as in edge—3%
ie the long ¢, as heard in isle—zw
ih the short ¢, as heard in it—29
owe the long o, as heard in old—oum
oh  the close o, as heard in ooze—eZ
ew the sound of 0o, as in good—sER
the short o, as in object—2£37320

the sound of ou, as in our—a

&
&

the long u, as in beauty—3u02
the short u, as in utter—~37/997
the sound of b, as in bow—30

the sound of p, as in pit—n20
the sound of d, as in dare—zz*
sound of ¢, as in take—0O@2
the sound of m, as in man—722272
the sound of f, as in fame—ga7e
the sound of n, as in no—7220

the sound of ng, as in song—rUD
the sound of j, as in Jew—%2
the sound of g, as in gave—sQ*
the sound of %, as in kite—2s0
the sound of /, as in lord—y¢Dr22

C®® N g 3®IOWRNAYIAYIRDRIONS VA gQoR
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Forms

r the
vV the
F- 8 the
@2 h the
Ww w the
n y the
z z the
% th t'he
A th the
A

% wh the
»w sh the
€, ch the

. Names. Explanations of the letters.

sound of r, as in row—72:0
sound of v, as in vow—¥%
sound of s, as in sir—g V) —
sound of A, as in horse—221*F
sound of w, as in woe—{{0
sound of y, as in ye—%2e
sound of z, as in zone—Z07
sound of ¢k, as in thou—7%»
aspirate th, as in thumb—270972

zh the sound of zl, as in azure—@£L7

sound of wh, as in what—2,23
sound of th, as in show—y0
sound of chk, as in church—er e

New mode of spelling.

EXPLANATION OF THE CHARACTERS USED FOR PAUSES.

— stands for a comma; — for a colon}

for a period ;

. for the interrogatory point; * for the exclamation point.

The two last points are placed at the beginning instead of the

end of sentences.

3L LIPNA0 T SOVL0RI0 ALIITVIS-LNR T NACUY
WY LUMBNAX Tem J0 2Z 00 1IVreZINd 2um-
RDRTE SDNRZ~ RIVSUN UL IRI IND U TV U
NEY2A0 23 PIAIIANZIAI NNV CNINII——3L LIV IAN~
290 T FDMARZ UV 7€ LIOTVVF W E LIV FLY NRAINMZ—
2eNn N0 VECWY AZ LI NLNR Y0 TRIINUNFIITAD FRF
WRAF N2Z VDIF-He SUALORI0 TRLYIZWIVNZ UFAA LER
7€ LODINDUV FOUFRIND D0 QL NIVIINUTV I UL FEN—
2D EC WUWN P 3L 2AC TE IMEMMINIUVIE FNNER WY £ID-
N 2Z 2ATVSIVAIIR 27 T Q34 3E TV ONWNGD 2T
U VIrd #40 RYDUO MUNIY—PAUr2X0 ZIE RIO-
WIS QAPTN 4ID SAIVUE NOI2F 3€ QAT U e

-
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ROZIYTVTL WIr TE LLTHUNS UV SNEC- VNP UV TE AUV~
DR2UAUY IDNLE HYORUSD-LZ TE IMEMING 2L RZ
7 AMERIAND FTVIIELD WV RAIZIAMPTITN IWUZ
SYUIN T TDI——12:F SO~ P DL RIONDNIZ0 AZ
Oce 3 FENEIITR CUIN LN7R OVER UIN-TV IOt T DLE-
MING 0 3 WUWIOVAVIR AZ TLEIAI TRAFORI0-
WRWO 3L T€ EX SIUTN 'Te #9290 WV TE TV I-F—TTA2 TE
ROZIVTVTL WV T WIUNZ 3L 22C 20 AZ SUIINTE 22N
36 VRUNIIT VO AAIZUF——20 2Z THeN HE 3E VO
NONID AMON—2M TAF TANNIT Db Te LIONVIZ
INAL 36 FDNEIR WAT FUC A TREHIE UV INIVFD 1Z O
VM WA MUAY20 2AFOANZONIF UM TE EX——DUTO
2Z 3€S07 FOAVIR-E 3€ NIVEIZD AN INIMIANG WIT
72 LUSABIO-NULING MOV 2Z NIFIFANI TN A AT~
8920 TVUALEF U TE LIVTVFF~NID D ATVIIIAD 20F
FAIMAANIFIIITFD §UAORI0 WD AZ $2VI——

3¢ 32 It 3D 3€ 32 3t 32 30 3¢ 33U 3» 3 3N

3a9 319 IO 309 3€9 323 3LO 320 303 3€d 3UD
329 3Ud 3NV9

ad 29 o VI € I (D 2D 00 €D U WD UD WD

3L RISV Y INOIAI BUMBLNAN FE VIMZ LNIR 2UN~
FOMLNOF VY€ WUYFe 2N DN LLNLHWIF TR 3€
IV 8I2INI LNAR NLIULYLLE FRINI——

27 Fe WIVY#> which, Y TY€ L7€ NNPRZ—IAN IO
NINF2LI0 1 AIFINVYZ FoC N2 I 2D e Fe NMUD
NeYr WIWN UV 1eZ FNNRZ——VYONINF 16 WIWrR
A7 A FLO-FXDARI) MANIT-LNR (V€ VN 16 NAIMZ
UV 2-2C—2RC HIVWIF-8 UMD TV ONLES SN
e W 20——VIONXNE 1 WWTIR VIS AR
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4€ FAM P DAL MANIV-2LNT2 {U€ eV Fe NAMNZ UV
DY-3—L2C UIMLIIR-MAZ DYF——

FOZ LD VLV MUD HIN I 2NVITIHLAD FAF F W3-
F320-90 2LZ O A EC LICIVY 3L 20F NLINM YL AN
ma 2—8—-ef ; 0-eng; p-ge; 2-ah; «—el; 3-be; gi—pe;
#”—de; O—te; vi-he; W-ye; {~the; w-she; 27 WA%? @
88U DVF FIWFRI A MA LIV e rer LR 1Ld
WAt e N LLE8A3IF—

EXTRACT FROM THE BIBLE.

Genesis, Ist chapter.

27 7 3ELININ HUTE 2IEAIIR Te NIVN UNTR Fe
MNP T Il WDZ WAFDD SUIIN-UNT VDAS—
WNTR RUIINIS TWDZ W RUN TE 80F UV T TREM—L N
7€ FNAVID WA BUTR TEVR: TWIUN T 8AF UV FE
WDITIZ—UNTR bUTR SIT—LID TUL 3E WI—UNPR
T WDZ MI—ANTPR 5UTe 4D T€ WD TD 2D WDZ
LER—UNTR BUTR TDUTR TE LD TRA—UNTR Te TRUFENIS
e TR NLO—UNTe TE EVNAX LNR 'Te MDINID
WA T SIS PU—INT bUR FIR~LID TV 3€ @
SETIMUINING AN 76 MIARID UV T W-DITVIFZ—LN~
0D 2D RIVLIZ TE WDITVIZ 81UM T WDITVIZ—
WNR BT AR TE SITTNUIMINO—INTR TRIN 122 e
WDINYZ 232 WIT LWBUN Te SV IMUMINI—ANTE 2D
WDZ J0—N7e bUT TP TE SIITNUIMING NVIVT-
N TE YN LNTR T TDINAI WIT 1€ FILUN~
BA—2NTR HUR FICAID TE WDINVIZ WNFRIT Fe
NIVTL 3€ 1ITIVTR HELITIT WNIE WV AT~V
WID T7E TR LUNAR LNEV— LI 2D AVDZ JO—UNPe HUR
VLI TE PRI ALTR CF LM T HITIVRIO DEIFIV
W 16 WDINNZ TOLP 1€ JE—ANP HUR ST VD



20 WWDZ LEP—ANR HUR FIR—LID F& TP 31220
80Y? HYeF—H€ €rs NeL7RAN FERL—INR 16 8rud
Ore NeLPRAX 81U T8I NAZ UNRR—URZ FEeiR
RZ 2N 2AFIILSLEIY NAF UNR—LNR PUR D

720 29 (FDZ LER—ANTR FE€ EVTNNAN LR e MDY N~
20 WM e Lwrr re—

The opinions of many to the contrary notwithstanding, I still
think, that the thirty-nine letters promised the publick in the first
number of this work, are symibols of as many vocal elements of
the English language; and through the kindness of Dr. Barber,
member of the Royal College of Surgeons, London, who is now
lecturing upon elocution, at Cambridge college, I have been made
sensible that there is a siinple element represented by wh, as heard
in 1what; for which, I had no character in my Alphsbet. By
adding this to my Alphabet I have forty letters. “A vocal ele-
ment,” says Dr. B. “is a simple sound of the voice, or a sound not
capable of being farther divided. The vocal eletnents of a lan-
guage consist of the simplest possible sounds into which its sylla-
bles caun be divided or resolved. It is, by many, supposed that ¢ in
isle, u in duty, and ou in oul, represent, not simple, but compound
sounds; but a thorough investigation has convinced me that no
two vocal elements perfectly represent these sounds; hence, I have
retained them as simple vocal elements. The ear can clearly per-
ceive the difference of each vocal element in the Alphabet; or, in
other words, that each letter can be distinctly and simply sounded,
if pronounced as heard in the words selected to illustrate them.

If any improvetnent can be made in the Alphabet, I hope to stand
ready to be convicted of it. Two important objects are gained by
changing the form of theletters. 1. A fount of type sufficient to priut
with, can be obtained for one half that a fount of the old form costs.
2. It renders capitals unnecessary, and enables a person to learn
to write in half the time necessary on the present system. Having
been at considerable expense to procure the matrices for new type,
&c. persons may now be furnished with it to print on. All persons
are at liberty so to do, as no copy-right is secured

Two or three weeks will elapse before the next number is
issued, so that returns from those that have agreed to pay, on the
reception of tlis number, may be received. Correspondents will
please to Bay their own postage, and, in future, direct their letters
to M. H. Barton, or S. N. Dickinson, at the office of the Mechanicks
Magazine, 52 Washington st. Boston, instead of Carter & Hendee.

After the lapse of a few weeks, the work will appear weekly
till it is completed. Agents that have subscribers’ names not re-
turned, will please forward them immediately.

Priated at the offive of the Mechanicks Magazine, 53 Washington street, Doston.




SOMETHING NEW.

PUBLISHED BY M. H. BARTON ; TWELVE NUMBERS FOR §1, IN ADVANCE.

‘VOL_. I Boston, 6th mo. June 6th, 1831. No. 3.

Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good.—Bible.

Indisposition and obstacles thrown in my path, by persons un-
friendly to me and my work has been the cause of its long suspen-
sion. But kind heaven, having in a measure restored my health,
and afforded me means to surmount those obstacles, I now intend
to go through. On my return to Boston, after an absence of ten
months, I found many letters, relative to « Something New,” wait-
ing a reply. The kindness of correspondents is duly appreciated,
and they may rest assured that « Something New” is now establish-
ed upon a firm basis.

Should the health of its editor, or any thing else again drive him
from the city; matter, prepared to fill the first volume, will be left
in the hands of a literary friend, who has become thoroughly ac-
quainted with the new system; and funds sufficient to publish the
same left in the hands of a respectable printer of this city, who
will see the work printed and forwarded to its patrons. -

By issuing the work monthly, in the present form, of 16 pages,
one half of the postage will be saved to subscribers, as the postage
on a whole or half a sheet is the same. Twelve monthly num-
bers, in addition to those already sent, will be forwarded to sub-
scribers.

Should any be dissatisfied with this arrangement, they will
please notify me of the same, and extra numbers shall be sent
them, to fulfill the first cngagement. But when they are informed
that by fulfilling this arrangement I expect at the end of the vol-
ume to be a loser, they will doubtless be satisfied. New subscri-
bers must expect but 12 numbers, of this form, for $1.

I regret that so many errors were found in the second number.
In this number I have made a new arrangement of the letters,
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¢ and 2. are exchanged for £ ¢, which are more easily formed
with thre pen.

A great saving in writing and printing, and a relief to the eyes, is
effected by each letter representing a word as well as a sound. The
adoption of this, however, is optional with the writer and printer.

Those that wish the old form of the letters retained, are informed
that I do not consult the prejudices of the English scholar but the
greatest good of the human family. I have endeavoured to pro-
duce such an alphabet as I should, if the whole human family,
save myself, were now destitute of the knowledge of any whatever.

Letters (post paid) and subscription money, yet due, directed to
M. H. Barton, Boston, will be thankfully received.

.

TO THE INHABITANTS OF THE WORLD.

* MicuaeL H. BarTon, of the United States of America, begs leave
to introduce a new Alphabet ; which being applied to the English
language, will enable the unlettered of all nations to learn them-
selves to read, and pronounce the same, after being taught the
names and nature of forty letters; and by which, in one week, a
person of common capacity may learn how to spell any word, only
by hearing it accurately pronounced ; and to pronounce any word
by only séeing it properly written.

It abridges printing one third, and facilitates the art of writing
one half. Each letter is the invariable representative of a certain
sound, when combined with others,and of a cenain‘woi-d, when
standing alone in comnposition, for example : and, stands opposite 2 ;
the opposite of 77, was opposite of ¢+; hence the sentence, ¢and
the man was there,’ should be written 2 7 722722 W~ #ur.. The
letter, or letters, in each word that represents the simple sound,
for which the corresponding letter in the alphabet stands, is separa-
ted from the rest of the word by the horizontal line, and is always,
distinguished by an italic letter or letters.

(7=Pay particular attention to the first sound you make in pro-

- nouncing the word opposite of each letter, and you will hear the
name of tha letter, if that sound be the one for which the letter
stands, which is the case of all cxcept the 19, 14, 20, and 84th.
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A NEW ALPHABET.

g Words in which they in which they sound
and for which they stand. for which they stand.
1 (A wmraz
wung 3£0
2N 9,77
4 20 =~
¥/ Y/ 20 ¥
evneLN G--od g2
2ure th—ings 4,220
8 ¢ 7e
n : L7 /4
10 0 yvanrn
11 Dz zet
12 VR FNLYLO
13 upon ERELN wWaL
- 14 nw pleas--ure g UN
15 m CcErC
16 Va7 ges£F
.17 WOTrR . ne
-18 220
neo wz
720 wem

ND LIV O TER F N WA,
U MO 3€ REN LN WEN ;5
2 AT O 1 VO DI,

28 FWINARD Nl L WER NO—

VLILRDIARTFAA NWWOVLENDA:
Qb TLFLHAS SD MW L * LT bH—

The above contains two verses of poetry. Find it out by the al-
phabet, ye lovers of ¢ Something New.’

A very slow and forcible pronunciation of any syllable, may
soon discover to an attentive ear, the true sound of every letter.
‘When the alphabet is thus learned, yvhich is but the work of a few
hours, all is learned necessary to read, write, and pronounce any
thing. The forty thousand words in our language are all com-
pounded of the forty sounds represented by the letters of this alpha-
bet. Hence it is self-evident, that if a person learne © wehedwe
these forty sounds, and to associate a certsin Churociet Wil ™



ag its invariable representative, he may, without any further tax
upon his memory, by the mere exercise of judgment, bring t‘ogether
as many of these sounds, or first principles, as enter into the compo- . '
sition of any word, and in so doing, perfectly spell the word. If
he be taught to associate this character 2y with the first sound in
our, and this 9« with the last; and if he then wish to spell or com-
pound the word our, in articulating it in two syllables, he speaks
the names of the two characters 2 and 9¢; and hence his judg-
ment would tell him that 27-9« spells our. Thus associate the sim-
ple sounds that make any word, and those sounds will be the names
of as many letters in the alphabet. The word ought is compound-
ed of but two simple sounds: let the student ascertain what they
are, and he has the names of D--9. Wrought contains three:
when found, he has --29--Q.

The following table of 60 words contains but 164 simple sounds,
and therefore requires but that number of letters to spell them
naturally ; whereas the old system requires 331, more than double
that number. Oh! the folly of submitting to barbarous custom.

neigh—na know—220 asthma—24-222¢1,
dough—zep show—0 borough—3e-90
though—70 isle—¢.¢ " beauty—3¢-0€
aught—o» ' edge—o7 bureau—3¢,-70
height—..0 itth—z doughy—zeg-2
bough—32 gnaw—nm heighten—2£0-72
‘haugh—a» - chew—ecee knowing—220-220
eight—q o nigh—22¢ thorough—z7/-740
chough— g8 laure—y0 hautboy—n20-30-2
heigh—2¢ thou—7zp although—my¢-70
thigh—2.¢ quay—2ze haughty-a~22-92
weigh—urq shoe-—pce wrought—y 09
ought—w9 each—ec thought—zm0
rough—0 sigh—z¢ taught—9o 00
sough—z2 lieu—yeze slough—z,¢2
wreath—¢4, bheau—3p phthisick—gr2.2-22
seethe—zg€7% they—7t daughter—g= -0

light—cz0 through—£,7¢¢ invoigh—220-24¢.
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knew—2.¢ naught—209 tongue—-o;a}
view—ree thought—729 eye-sight—¢-#£0

In the following eight lines of poetry, (composed for the purpose

of showing the inconsistency of our present orthography, and the
. difficulty of a foreigner’s learning it,) the letters ough have no less

than seven different sounds.

Our friend Thomas Hough (1) has got wisdom enough ;

He shot from a bough, (2) a poor white-headed crow ;

He shot through (3) the hough, (4) and it fell in the lough ;

There came a great drought, and he drained the lough out:

So, quick as he ought, (5) the lame crow he then got ;

He made a neat trough, (6) and so moved his bird off’;

He fell in a slough—O what spluttering now ! N

He made up some dough, (7) and then fed the poor crow.
D Sr N2 OUMES E8 (1) NAZ HLO WAZREM ENES s
e WL 81°Um @ 32 (2) @ aveer tLd NIPIR Yr0:
e W 1 (3) # wee (4) 2 20 84 2 e WL s
U 2AIM A BV QD RYDIDy 2 1€ PRYANER 7 L2 9D 5
90 22 2Z e VD, (5) 'F AT 210 1€ 'FIN 61D 5
1€ MAT: (L 7eD VY8, (6) 2 0 MEVIR WLZ 3I1R D8 5
NE 84 2 A IAD;s 0 2T FRALIVLI0 NP
e MATR £ F£M 720, (1) 2 183 §IR '} voer 2ro—  *

1. Ough in hough,; sounds £ ; that is, likeshort u and f. 2.
In bough, 29, like ou in thou. 3 .In through, u. 4. In hough, 7z2.
5. In ought, 7, like a in hall. 6. In trough, D8, like broad a and f.
7. In dough, 0.

Thus in bough, through, ought; and dough, ough represents but a
simple vocal sound in each, viz. 2p——D—0—

TABLE 1.
Compound sounds, made by one consonant and onc vowel.

RO U AR YT ILD TE T3 U T O TUC VIV AL Tl TP)
3a 3w 32 3t 3D 3€ 32.3L 32 30 3¢ 3NW 3£ 3 3D
O QU 02 VL OD 0€ 03 IL 92 00 HE QN QL QU 0D
BRA U TRR PRU D TR€ 19 1oL 122 TR0 TR TR g R
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20 U 22 VL TD 26 2 U 2L 20 UE NV 2L UL T
A U B2 KL D e 59 B b 40 He LW bE bl )
LA LU 12 /L 4D L€ 13 4 12 10 10 1 L 14t 1D
T U P2 FL PO FE B T ML FO He TFID 3£ e ¥
80 8w 82 8T 8D 8€ 87 8L 8¢ 80 §€ 8N 8¢ 8§ &M
A VU VAL VD Ve VI WL WL VO V& VIV VE VL VD)
ZO ZU ZA Z'L ZD Z€ ZI ZL Tl Z0 Ze ZN Z£ Zit Z?
FA U F2 I FD F 39 S FL FO J€ FW I£ U FID)
YA WU WYL WD WEWI WL UL WO WE YWIV WL WU ¥D)
CA CU C2 CL CD €€ €I CL CL CO Cle CN CF CU CPH
YA FU 92 VL FD_F€ 92 H V2 V0 HE& VIV 9£ H 9P
2L WU 22 UL LD 2€ 22 WL 22 2.0 W I AP Ul LD
A VU A2AVL VD N NI UL V2 0 VE VTV AL UL VD)

TABLE 2. .
Compound sounds, made by one vowel and one consonant.

AR UIY 29 LI DIYVER I LAY LAY OTL CETY TV TR £IY Lt R
Qa3 U3 23 13 V3 €3 33 (3 13 03 €3 W3 £3 U3 3
ad ud 29 1> VI €d 39 LI 29 00 €I NI £> U
ARUR IR LR DR ER IR (R LR O ER TR LRUR
A2 U 22 L2 D2 €2 IT L2 22 02 €2 W2 £2 U2
ab ub 26 'th Db €b 2b'th b 0b &b WbH £b tb
at e 24 ‘th: Dl €l H: U U OL e WL £1 U,
Q' WP 2F 'UF DV €F IF UF UF OF CGOF WP £F W
a8 U8 A8 °t8 M8 €8 I8 (8 18 08 €8 W8 £8 U8

F WS 25 LS DF €5 95 (F o5 0F € WS £F UF
AU U 2W°LVW DY EW IV L0 LW 0 W WY $WUY
ACUC 2C 'LC DC €C IC (L 21C 0C €C MC £C UL
¥ UF 3F V¥ DF €7 IF (F 17 0F G©F WF £F UF

TABLE 3.
Simple coinpound sounds, made by the union of two vowels.

ra re r2 7T rDrerI rLre 70 7 YN 1L IU TP
WU U A2 AT A AC A U LT A0 UE AW LEL U LD
ne nu N Nt ND NENINLNL NOIUE NIV NENUND)
ma mumamnese.

F8I8¥ggnesss
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The — stands for a period. The other pauses are not altered.

This No. contains the spelling book complete. Subscribers will
do well to put a cover on this, and succeeding numbers, so as to pre-
serve them clean for binding. We now commence our extracts as
promised in the prospectus, and shall fill up the remaining No.’s
with the same, except the last page in each, which, if needed, may
be devoted to correspondents and the editor.

The extracts from the Bible will form aun interesting and beauti-
ful chain, exhibiting the miraculous works and counsel of God,
from the days of Adam to those of John the Revelator, (so called,)
when banished upon the isle of Patmos, for holding the testimony
of Jesus. The arrangement and division, as well as the orthogra-
phy, will be peculiar to this work. It is such that the Canadian—
the Indian—and the poor slave, that can speak English, may, with
a few hours instructiorf] read and comprehend. The spirit of phi-
lantbropy that is abroad in the land, will doubtless soon carry it
among them. s ’

In printing the first chapter of Genesis with the new orthogra-
phy, we save 1146 letters, about one-third.

THE BOOK OF MOSES,
Containing the substance of his writings in Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.
72 3£2 LV MOF£S
DINOANLD 7 FLIFIINS U NLZ VLNF 1 FINEFLF
FIOPREF) ANCVRLIELEF NPINIYZy A RUPITILNOTNE—
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Another ¢ Something New” for the Literati to think of !
) CincinNaTi, Onro, 1830.

I received from the Hon. Robert Y. Hayne, of the United States’
Senate, the first number of “Something New;” since which your
prospectus, addressed to the Post Master of Cincinnal.'& has been hand-
ed to me. I have received these favors, I presume, from the consid-
eration of my being the author of « A Universal Language,” pub-
lished in this place last year.—It will be useless to say that your
undertaking, to me at least, is interesting, baving had for a few
months past in contemplation a similar project. Mine is not only
to ‘spell the English Language with a corrected alphabet, giving to
every letter a uniforin sound, and to every simple sound a single
letter, but to suppress all irregularities in the grammar; that is, to
confine it to rules without exceptions—as for examples, the plural
of nouns shall always be formed by adding s—adjectives always
be compared by subjoining er and est, or r and sf, when the posi-
tive ends in e—verbs to be all regularly conjugated, as I rise, 1
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rised, I have rised, I speke, I speked, I have speked, I run, T
runed, I have runed. Adverbs to be all formed from adjectives,
(or as I call them adnouns,) by subjoining It (ly) except those which
correspond to the class of words in my Universal Language ;
called Proverbs, such as here, there, when, how, &c.—and in syntax,
giving only the simple rules, without permitting any exceptions:
which have been sanctioned by irregular practice and idiomatic
expressions. This method would so abridge the trouble of learn-
ing the English as to give it a claim to become universal,
without so much innovation as to be objected to by those who
now use it in its irregular and imperfect state, it giving them no
trouble to understand it thus reformed, as you will see by selecting
any example.

“ 1 bav noed meni mans hoo cood rite a gooder hand than mi-
self but fu can skribed swiftlier.”

The above will give you such an example of my plan as can
be given without the use of some new letters. With my best
wishes for your success,

I remain Sir, respectfully, &ec.
. your obedient servant,
. Mzr. M. H. Barron. JAMES RUGGLES.

LockprorT, N1agara Co. N. Y. Ave. 1830.
Mr. M. H. Barton.

By accident one of the numbers of « Something New,” a few
weeks ago, fell into my hands ; I perused it with more pleasure as
it agreed in some respects with a plan of my own, long since sug-
gested. I cannot but believe the innovations you recommend in our
orthography will provb highly Beneﬁcial, if brought into general
use, and you have my hearty wishes for your success in establish- -
ing your plan upon a permanent basis. Put my pame on your
subscription list. Remittance made as soon as I know the terms.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient Servant,
B, GIDDNNR.
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Something New, again—It is ominous of something good, as
well as new, to recéive so manj letters from correspondents that
are able to write with the New Alphabet. I will give a few spe-
cimens, changing the orthography however, to correspond witht the

. present arrangement of the Alphabet.

' MARESEN 2010 Vs, va—1830.
FRV —F FITLNAR NEINIV- 'L ‘FLINARI0 ML VAZ TECR
FeF OS2 L 2T 8€Y 8L F LLVR NAZ MMLF LU IPR—
& 7 VE€I€D 'L F JIUNTR NIV L 2IN YUY 4 ¢ W N
WILNIY 5 3 20 LZ AN FrINR ¢ F IFIEMAVEN
€ H0Z U 864 T LNITFD L LO—WUNZ TeFNIZILE—
m . Fron— CDIR PLO—

ErricorrviLLg, N. Y. Sepr. 1830.

Sir—I received the first and second numbers of Something
New, containing the 02278220 2482320, 120 ¢ AL 2 WL, and
many others here like it.

It would be very valuable if it was in fashion.—Please send
Something New along, and oblige.yours,*

JOHN M. BURLINGAME, P. M.

Vicxssure, Michiean, Ave. 1830.

Sir—TI have received the five copies of the two first numbers of
your paper, and am highly pleased with your plan. I have no
doubt of the ultimate success of your efforts, Fifteen minutes
study ensbled me to read, (after the school boy fashion of spelling
hard words,) the specimens you have given in the second num-
ber. I was sorry to find it so full of errors, however, the ¢ instead
the 2 in #9772, the 227 instead of the 2. You have spelt nature,
over, and after, thus—p CLLY, OVIV, 1879 ~If the word after
does not require a vowel to preceed the 7+, it appears to me that
neither of the others do.}

Enclosed are ten dollars, for which please to send ten copies.

~

* I could not send it before.—Ep.]
7 A vowel is not needed in the last syllable of either of these words —Eo\
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Perhaps it would be well to send fifteen copies. I have no
doubt but that the other five will be readily taken.

Yours, &c.
M. H. BENTON, P. M.

Many, besides friend Beuton, have learnt the new system so as
to detect every error in spelling—but it is not every one that can
read school boy fashion in fifteen minutes.—Eb.]

New York, 3d of 8th mo. 1830.
Friexp MicHaEL,

I'thank thee for thy second number of “Something New.”
About sixteen years ago I published a new system of orthography.
Dr. Franklin published one, a very accurate one, and had types cast,
and corresponded in his alphabet. Dr. Thornton’s Cadmus is a
very excellent work on the subject.

On a re-examination of thy alphabet, thou mayest discover thou
hast too many characters. .

t =+ "Thy ¢ is a diphthong, composed of thy letters £ e-eye, fan
+ *Thy ¢¢ is a dipbthong, composed of thy letters 2 e-you. -

‘. Thy 9 is a diphthong, composed of thy letters ¢£ 722 ow.'

1“1 Thy ¢ is a character of the sounds of 7 ¥-zh. ' '

Thy 722 and 2 are different characters for the same sound.

4, ‘Thy 7% is a character of the sounds of thy letters v2, 20~~hw.
 \'Thy ¢ is a character of the sounds of § 2~tsh. te

Thus thou mayest perceive thou hast seven superfluous charac-
ters. These superfluities are, however, not so bad as our present
deficiencies, My alphabet, with thirty letters, I deem to be com-
plete for our language. Wishing success to the cause, I am thy

friend.
CORNELIUS C. BLATCHLY.

Before I answer the above, in full, I will give the Doctor an op-

‘ portunity to re-examine his own statements—He will certainly find
some of them to be incorrect. Should I admit that ¢ and ¢ are
diphthongs, I should still think it best to retain them, as they are
well known to be representatives of certsin vocel wounde | ol W
it would bother a child to decide which of the olner wowss WodS
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the most naturally represent these sounds. Blaichly, Burnap,and
Barton disagree, relative to this; how then would children decide;
These remarks are equally applicable to the sounds represented by
¢ and 2. ' ' : '

Abner Kneeland, in a letter, advises me to add two more charac-

~ters to my alphabet. Dr. Barber, in his grammar, attempts to show

that there are forty-six vocal elements in our language. Dr. Rush,
in his Philosop?y of the human voice, makes but thirty-five ; and
Dr. Blatchly thinks there are but thirty. When Doctors disagree
who shall decide ? It must be admitted, however, that a certain
number of vocal elements in different combinations make all the
syllables in our language. And it must also be admitted, that a
perfect analysis of those -syllables would give us the number of
simple elements that eater into their composition, If any person
has perfectly investigated this subject he is able to divide or re-
solve every word in our language into its elementary parts, If this
hus been accomplished, and a distinct character applied to each
element, a perfect alphabet has been produced. But if as yet our
investigations have been iinperfect, the sharp-eyed Doctors around
us will make it manifest. The public may rest assured, therefore,
that the subject will never rest till a perfect alphabet is produced,
and reduced to practice to earths’ remotest bounds, Theologians,
Philosophers, Politicians and Scholars, after deciding in favour of
a certain system, have generally exhausted their after researches
exclusively in defending that system, instead of continuing to search
for defects in that, as well as other systems, I hope the projec-
tors of new Alphabets will not do so. :

Blatchly, Burnap and Kneeland, have each within a few years,
published a new system of orthography; and they have each man-
ifested a disposition to aid me in.bringing mine into use. I am
equally disposed to glean every good thing from theirs that is not
attached to mine, and give them credit for the same, and thus let
the four systems merge into one ; providing they will admit the
forms of my letters to be preferable to theirs. We agree in prin-

ciple, but disagree relative to the number of letters, and their
forms.

Printed by Sam’] N. Dickinson, 52 Washington Street.
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PUBLISHED BY M. H. BARTON; TWELVE NUMBERS FOR §1, IN ADVANCE.

Vor. I. . Boston, 7th mo. July, 1831. No. 4.

Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good.—Bibdle.

THE AMERICAN ALPHABET,

Which, when perfectly learned, will constitute a person 8 per-
fect speller of the English language. Each letter is the invariable,
representative of a certain sound when combined with others; and
of a certain word when standing alone in composition. The word
opposite of each letter contains the sound of thelettér, and is the word
for which it stands in composition, and in pronouncing the word the
first sound heard is the name of the letter, except the 12, 14, 20, and
34th. The first sound in air, is 2¢, the second is 7%, the two make 2¢79%.

Thus unite the simple sounds that make any word, and these
sounds will be the names of as many of the lettersin the alphabet.

e they’ stand. for which they stend.”
a mraz
wr 320
anr oce
/N ”a
o Ch--rist  20¢#0
evne90 G--od  grpe
e 1L200F
2 72
wn sD”

0 wan
ez zest
Y n FOUI2Q
2N waw
ne pleas--ure g LIELN
V. 1/ ch--urch  ¢cere
7o gezes
N1/ ne

20
wro - w--a8 Wiz

#290 [p-im  v2em

- A
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To change any word from the old to the new orthography, noth-
ing more is necessary than to ascertain its true pronunciation, and
then make the sounds in the most simple manner possible, keeping

in view the true pronunciation of every syllable; and the full sound
of every letter. Use no silent or superfluous letters.
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“We never feel disposed to ridicule any effort that seems to
have been adopted with the sincere and Christian desire to improve
the world, gince we know that so many theories, once branded as
foolish, contemptible or wicked, have finally proved useful, glerious
and wise. So we give Mr. Michael H. Barton this notice, and our
good wishes for his encouragement.”—Ladies’ Magazine.
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The importance of the subject requires a deviation from the
su‘ggestion in our last, that this number would be principally filled
with extracts. A few remarks appear to be indispensable, and to
the reader will doubtless be acceptable.

When I first produced a new orthography, I had no knowledge

that any thing of the kind had ever before been attempted. In

~

vain, for years, did I converse with teachers upon the subject : no
assistance did t.hef offer, or encouragement give., Those that re-
alized my object, thought it as chimerical as did the inhabitants of
the east the attempt of Columbus to discover a new world. Since
proving, at Montreal, in 1821, that uneducated persons may be
taright in thirty lessons, the arts of reading and writing, with my
alphabet, I have learned that the great Franklin, towards the close
of his life, published a new orthography, and offered to furnish
Noah Webster with type to lay the samé before the public ; but
failing in the attempt to procure the aid of a suitable coadjutor, and
not having leisure to superintend the Herculean undertaking bim-
self, he abandoned it—not however without a conviction that the

At\h—ing would be revived and consummated. ¢ If we would have,”

said he to Webster, « the benefit of seeing our language more gen-
erally known among mankind, we should endeavour to remove the

_ difficulties, however small, that discourage the learning of it.”

James Ewing, of Trenton, N. J. in 1798, made the second at-
tempt to new model our alphabet. ¢« Written language,” says he,
« to be perfect, ought to convey distinctly, and with certainty, to the
mind of the reader, those ideas which the characters presented to
his sight are designed to express; to effect this, it must be evident
to the attentive observer, that the English alphabet now in use is
very incompetent.” Sixteen years since, Dr. Blatchley, of New-
York, published a new alphabet of thirty letters. In 1828, A.
Kneeland, of Philadelphia, published one with fifty letters. In
1829, U. C. Burnap, of Vermont, published one consisting of thir-
ty-five letters—and in 1830, the circulation of this work brought
the intelligence that several other literary men had in contempla-
tion the publishing of a new orthogréphy; but who now appear
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to be willing to abandon their own projects, and unite in carrying
mine into operation, thus demonstrating their objects to have been
public good. ’

Franklin’s and Ewing’s systems having been abandoned, and
probably Blatchley’s also, it is only necessary to compare the rela-
tive merits of Kneeland’s, Burnap’s, and Barton’s, that public opin-
ion may sanction the best; for it already declares that a new sys-
tem is needed. Should any doubt this, the names of several hun-
dred literary men, from different parts of the Union, on the sub-
scription book of « Something New,” should dissipate their incre-
dulity.

In the Boston Investigator of June 3d, 1831, Mr. Kneeland s;ys,
« Having given in our last a specimen of my new system of orthog-
raphy, I would here mention that Mr. Michael H. Barton has at-
tempted the same thing, but with a different kind of character for
the letters of his alphabet. Whatever characters, or scheme for the
alphabet, to represent the various articulate sounds in the language,
are adopted, the principle must be the same ; and, to be perfect,
must have one character, and but one, for every (simple) sound in
the language. And then, if it be thought expedient, a few char-
acters might be introduced to represent certain (compound) sounds,
which are very common, merely for the sake of abridging or shor-
tening the words. I should like to see Mr. Barton’s system, or
any other, brought into use, if it should be thought to be prefera-
ble to mine. His letters are all formed like written characters—
which plan is very good, in one sense, as there would be but one
alphabet to learn, both for writing as well as in print. And, like
the Hebrew, he uses no capitals.

The great cry, even among Working Men, is, universal educa-
tion ; and yet, notwithstanding there is no step that would produce
the thousandth part so much towards introducing universal educa-
tion as the system which I have proposed, yet how hard it will be
to make people believe it.”

But stop, Friend Kneeland! According to thy own statement
my system would effect more than thine, as the student has but
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on;: alphabet to learn, instead of four. Thy system, like the one
now in use, requires the student to learn four; one of capitals, for
printing—one of small letters, for the same: also, one of. capitals,
for writing, and one of small letters for the same. Thus four al-
phabets of fifty letters each, * making in the whole two hundred let-
ters, must be learned, before the foundation of the art of reading is
laid, according to Kneeland’s system : whereas, according to mine,
a foundation, much better, as I think the reader will discover, be-
fore he finishes this article, is laid in the student’s mind by his
learning but forty letters, only one-fifth the' number that Kneeland’s
system requires. If his system be a thousand times better than the
present, must not mine be two thousand times better ? But this is
more than I claim. T am about to prove how long it will require
children that are ignorant of all letters, to learn to read and pro-
nounce any thing that they may see written or printed in my al-
phabet. I think two months will be sufficient to qualify them to
do this. :

.Mr. Kneeland thinks that my system would be perfect if I would
add a new character to ‘represent the sound of a in was, and in
Juther, and two accents to represent the accented syllables in words
of more than one syllable. I am not able to discover any differ-
ence in the sounds of ¢ in was, and o in qf, and therefore use
but one character for both words. The accents I think necessary,
and shall add them, before publishing an elementary book for chil-
dren. Those. already acquainted with our written language, do
not need them.

The greatest objection I have to Kneeland’s and Burnap’s sys-
tem, is their causing the same character to have different names,
and represent different sounds. Those names and sounds to be
distinguished by dots, accents, crosses, &c. attached to the char-
acters. For example, a in Kneeland’s scheme is called ak;
() the same character, with this accent (') over it, is called ai ;
with this accent, (*) it represents a different sound. Burnap uses
the same letter to represent three different sounds, and it should
bave three names ; viz. ai, ah, and arh. The second is distinguish-

* Mr. K. in his kg, numbers his letters 48, as tho throo different forms to his s he consid-
ers but one letter. Eb.]
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ed from the first by having one dot placed over it, and the third by
having two dots. The different sounds of e, 7, 0 and u, are distin-
guished in the same way. These systems would be very perplex-
ing in writing. You would have to place one, two, three or more
dots or accents over almost every word. Whereas, in my system,
there is no occasion to lift the pen from the paper, in writing any
word, there is no letter to dot, nor any to cross. It has already
corrected a great fault in myself and some others, by causing us to
write slow enough to form each letter distinct. There is time
enough to do every thing well, that is needful to be done.

In fact, Kneeland has but thirty-one distinct characters, aside
from accents, dots, crosses &c., to represent his fifty sounds. And
Burnap has but 26 to represent his thirty-five ; hence, about all
the improvements in their schemes above Walker’s, of representing
the different vowel sounds by figures, is their dropping all silent let-
ters, spelling words natural, and having characters to represent the
sounds of tch, sh and ng. But friend Burnap may complain, should
I do all the criticising, when his friendly review of the second No. of
¢ Something New, now lays before me, from which the following is
an extract.

«X consider that a perfect alphabet consists in having such a
number of letters, as_ will express every simple sound in the lan-
guage ; or, such an one, as will require the organs to be placed in
every position to pronounce it, in which they will be required to
be placed in speaking the whole language.*

An alphabet, which has more characters than is sufficient for
this, is redundant, and one which has less, is defective. These
faults constitute the evil of our present orthography.

I think your alphabet is redundant in several instances. First,
there is no difference in the sound of your broad ¢ (®) and short
0 (") except in quantity.

The positions of the organs are the same. I believe it must often
perplex the scholar to know which to use of these two characters.

* Does my alphabet require any more or less positions than is necessary
for this. Ep.)
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The same may be said of your @ (in) ooze, and (92*) in good. The
former is the continuation of the same sound which is made in the
latter.” '

Speech, says Dr. Good, is the modification of the voice, into dis-
tinct articulations in the cavity of the glottis itself, or of that of the
mouth, or the nostrils. This being the case, the seat of all the vow-
elsis in the glottis, as they may all be coughed from the throat,
and although the different positions or configurations of the glottis
is so trifling in articulating broad ¢ (@) and short 0 (’z) or 0 Ye)
in ooze, and 0 (7¢*) in good, that friend Burnap thinks there is no
change, yet if the articulate sounds represented by these letters be
not identically the same, the positions of the glottis, or organ in
which they are made, is not the same, even admitting that the
sense of feeling could not perceive the change. The sense of
hearing can perceive four distinct sounds, made by @ in all, o in
of; o in ooze, and oo in good. If friend Burnap will lend me his
ears a few minutes, I would convince him of this fact. Hearing
is a better touch stone, than feeling, to try articulation by.

Mr. Burnap thinks that my 29, the sound of ou, in our, is com-
pounded of 7z and £, and that we have but twelve simple vowel
sounds. If 2 bea compound sound, ¢, and ¢¢ are also, which
Burnap retains as simple vowels. ¢« Among your consonants, says
Burnap, I think there are two redundances ; although I am not so
fully satisfied in regard to these as to the vowels.

The sound of ng, (20,) and wh, (2,,) I think is slightly compound.
There is not in the compound, the full sound of both the simples ;
but the simples contain all that are wanted in the compound.”

It was partly on the opinion of one, (who I still think has the
most thorough knowledge of the elementary sounds of our lan-
guage of any man I know,) that I added 2, to my alphabet. Till
I saw him, like Burnap, I called the sound that sk () represents
she ; that of ch (Q) che ; that of th (7) the ; (¢4r,) we, h (2+) ke, y (22)
yeetc. I was not aware that the sound of each could be distinct-
ly articulated. Burnap is certainly mistaken in supposing 20 to be
compounded of n and g. In making the sound of = the tip of the
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tongue is turned up, and pressed against the upper gums, whereas
in making the sound represented by ng, the tongue does not touch
any part of the mouth, but is balanced in it, somewhat nearer the
roof; -than the lower part, whilst the voice is impelled partly through
the nose and partly through the mouth, making a siinple and dis-
tinct sound from all others in our language. T once excluded 2,
¢, and ¢, from my alphabet, before adding 2, to it. It then con-
tained but thirty-six characters. Suppose we admit that there are
but thirty-six simple sounds’in our language, and that 29, £, ¢¢, and
2 uniformly represent four simple compound sounds that are very
common in our language. If we err in supposing them to repre-
sent compound sounds, the system is still practically perfect. If
not their redundancy is not an imperfection but an improvement,
as in all cases where they are used, they supply the place of two
letters, and being uniformly used for those letters, cannot cause any
perplexity.

Friend Burnap and others object to my dispensing with capitals,
and having no stem letters, whereas a friend that has practised on
my system for months, just observed, « how much better is this
way of, writing than the old.” The more it is practised and the
better it is understood, the more highly will it be appreciated. In-
stead of capitals, larger size letters of the same form, can be used
if it should be thought best. But, let custom decide, that orna-
ments and capitals are opposed to utility, and our writing and print-
ing will be more attracting to millions of our brethren, who are now
groping in midnight darkness. Still I would say with Burnap,
«let the best system prevail.”

In our last No. we had to put # in several p]aces where Z should
have been, in consequence of the letter Z being all used.

Several other errors escaped our notice ; the most prominent
however were corrected with the pen. We shall in future take
more time in revising the proof, and trust that so many typograph-
ical errors will not occur.

{7 Those that have not paid their subscription money, must
do so, if they wish any more of « Something New,” as our terms are
one dollar in advance.

«That the English language, and particularly its onhography, is
very imperfect, we think no one acquamted with it can deny.
That the object Mr, Barton has in view is an important desideratum
with all friends of reform, of literary improvement, and the march
of intellect,’ is equally certain. We heartily wish the philanthro-
pic adventurer success in his present undertaking; and we shall
not be surprised if ¢ Something New, should yet make a great noise
on this, and even the eastern continent.”—N. Y. Gospel Advocate.
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From the American Manufacturer.

@ SometHiNe NEw.” Mr. M. H. Barton has commenced in
this city a new publication, the object of which is the perfection of
English Orthography. Several new characters, representing diffe-
rent sounds in common use, for which purpose two or more letters
are now required, are by this plan added to the present Alphabet,
by the aid of which additional letters, words may be spelled without
the redundancy of consonants that encumbers our orthography, and
what is a still greater advantage, the sound of all words will be indi-
cated by the manner in which they are spelled. We have partially
examined Mr. Barton’s alphabet, but are not competent, with such
limited knowledge of the plan, to give an opinion as to its merits.
One thing we know, that the cvils which he proposes to remedy,
have long been deprecated, and their correction by many well
qualified judges been considered feasible. We are pleased to
learn that the community look upon his efforts with a favourable
eye, and that sufficient support will be afforded to enable him to
pursue his experiment. He appears to be well qualified for the
task, and a deserving man, and whatever be the result in a scientific
point of view, we hope he will be no loser by his praiseworthy, and
in a manner, disinterested exertions.

From the Alabama Spirit of the Age.

Now be it known to the Literati, that great inequality prevails
among the members of our present alphabet. There is A, for in-
stance, a rich nabob, who has four sounds at least, as in fate, fat,
JSar, fall ; whereas his next neighbour, B never has more than one
sound, as in bank, and is frequently without a penny in his pock-
et, or in other words, has no sound at all, as in comb : and so of the
rest. There are a few vagabond paupers in the alphabet, who have

" no permanent interest in the republic of letters, whom Mr. Barton in-
tends to banish from the community. C has no sound that he can
call his own ; but sometimes borrows that of S, and sometimnes that
of K, according to the company he is about to keep. Q has no
sound of his own; but lives upon one he has borrowed from K,
who is a good natured fellow, and always willing to lend : and yet
notwithstanding the poverty of Q, such is his pride that he never
appears in company without taking U along with him, to wait on
him. There is a crossgrained fellow called X, who is also a drone
in society. He draws all his support either from K and S, or from
GandZ. These and various other abuses Mr. B. intends to remedy.

We hope it will not be thought it is our intention to turn Mr.
Barton’s project into ridicule, by treating it with so much levity.—
We are much pleased with « Something New ;” but we were ap-
prehensive that our readers could not easily be brought back to the
study of their A, B, C’s, unless we could succeed in rendering the
subject amusing,
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To Andrew Jackson, President of the United States.

Respected Friend :—Though a stranger, 1 take the liberty of ad-
dressing thee upon an important subject, and I indulge a hope
that thou wilt reflect and impartially decide upon the same.

The task of learning to read and write the English language with
the present system of orthograply, is so long and tedious, that but
few Indians, who have entered their teens, can bé#induced to learn
it, even amongst those that can speak it. But should they be con-
vinced that they could be taught to read and write in thirty days,
but few under twenty-five years old would refuse to learn. By the
aid of a Perfect Orthography, which I have invented this may be
accomplished. The most ready -way to effect this would be, to
teach them to write, spell, and rcad all at once, in such a manner
as to render it an amusement, instead of a task. My alphabet con-
tains forty letters. The sound for which each stands is its name.
My manner of teaching young people is this. Set them a copy of
a letter that is the most easily formed with the pen ; then articulate
its name, until the pupils can all simultaneously utter the same
sound. Then teach them to hold a pen and write the letter. In
writing one copy of the letter ¢ (cye) they remember its name
and can form it with a pen. Teach them to write, ,¢, and pro-
nounce it cul, that is the last sound you hear in the word isle.

Then give them a copy of these letters £,¢, united, and in pro-
nouncing them you hear the word isle. Thus in one lecture, they
discover the nature of spelling and writing, and are so delighted
with the view, that with impatience they wait the hour of anoth-
er lecture, that they may be taught to write and spell another word.
In the course of thirty lectures, active people, may be taught to ar-
ticulate, and write the alphabet, and the nature of compounding
tho letters so as to express compound sounds. Or in other words
may be taught to write, and rcad any thing that they can speak.

Shouldst thou doubt this, I am ready to prove it. Furnish me
at Washington, the ensuing winter, twenty bright, active Indians,
between 16 and 25 years of age, and if I do not qualify them, as
before stated, to read and write, in thirty days, I will give my time
and trouble, in going to Washington, and attending upon them.—
But if 1 succeed, thou shalt defray the cxpenses of my tour.—
Twenty Indians thus qualified to instruct their brethren to read and
write with a perfect Orthography ; would do more in spreading a
knowledge of’ letters among them than five hundred would on the
present imperfect and contradictory system. My orthography is a
perfect transeript of the clements of human articulation, and con-
sequently its early application to children will greatly aid them in
acquiring the art of speech.

With due respect, I am thy friend,
MicHAEL H. BarTON.

Printed by Sam'l N. Dickinson, 52 Washington Street.
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Prove all things ; hold fast that whrich is good.—Bidle.

The injustice of men, and neglect of the greater part of my pa~
frons to pay their subscriptions, caused the suspension of this work.
A friend at Harvard, Mass, on learning this, kindly offered to erect
a printing press, and give me all needful aid to go through with it.

I never doubted but that subscribers intended to pay their sub-
scriptions, as soon as it should be évident that the work would. be
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tween the reception of this and the last number.

Communications (post paid,) may be directed to M. H. Barton,
Harvard, Mass. ¥ w2t 3€ 209N7=IR Oce—

LEARNERS TAKE NOTICE. ' ’

Eaeh charscter when standing slone, in composition, repreents
the word that stands opposite to it in the Alphabet,and the first
sound heard in pronouncing that word, is the name of the charac-
ter; if that sound be the ene for which the character stands,
which is the case of all, except the 12, 14, 20, and 34th. In the
14, and 20, the sounds represented by ¢¢ and Qp are the last in the
words you and sing. The 12th represents the sound of oo in geed,
and the 34th the sound now represented by & in pleasure, :

By ascertaining these sounds, we have the names of thess letters,
as the sound represented by a letter should be its name, if .thﬂ
sound should be an audible one.

For example; the word all, stands opposite to 2), and is therefore
the word represented by that character when it stands alone in
eomposition ; and awe is the first sound heard in pronmmcm; the
word all, and is therefore the name of 2.

UNION OF LANGUAGES.

The following specimen will exhibit the utility of a perfect Al
phabet, in aiding persons in the study of different languages. It
will shew, that the elementary sounds of all languages are about the
same, and that by differently combining these olomonts, differeme
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lsnguages are formed. Consequently, if this Alphabet should be
spplied to diffcrent tongues, those that learn it may learn those tongues
without any verbal instruction.
English.
This large apple is very sweet
PeF AULYF 2L LZ VINL FWE I—
The same in French.
Cette grande pomme est tres su ave.
y #99 SRR R'Lf a oI F17nv—
Latin
Hoe magnum pomum est valde dulece
AT $26NRE4 ROt L £ 270 VALFEe et Se:
Greek.
Tovea wnya puiov g i Aiav yhuyvw
. Q27006 1€E67 £ ELTILN IFI L ALTZN bL'L] L~
Englisb—ss 1640 20t 82 1Lt 18 Ire—
Freuch—s22  #D4 ts 0U/BA £ 293r—
Latin—/ees #0€ NCHE4 SIFEPRED IBF  PI30Te—
Greek. 21°L7 #2.426'LN £IULTL INIFI AR D73 7 PRIANFN 7T

A PERFECT ALPHABET.

F 2 2 o e 8 0 o
31 a mraz
»r 30
2RNAR o
(27 d-ay A
- e D Ch--rist  2r(#3
6| ee | @ e-vening e 22 G--od VYA
7|eh 3 le-very e th~ings 1220z
8 i ¢leye ) 78
9lih ¢ ¢n wn sor
b | o-we 0 v--ain QAR
11 oo-ze «zZ z--eal zeld
g-oo-¢ g7/< ] s--pitit ISR
w-pon  FRUN sh ] UL
1 yo—-u €t zh plea-s-ure @.Le008%
1 ou-r 2P ch | ¢ ch--urch erre
1 right  9¢0 j |7 Je-sun  gezes
17 f-ond wWDrr Yy | g y-e e
I8 m 4 morning 201220 wh| 2 'sh-ich 220
1 'un |22 et Nnto W g 0--uz urez

S it #0 h i wRzx
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As 74 has the appearance of 2 ¢£ united, and 22 of double 2, and
778 7V occupy to much space, we have ezchanged them for 23 g ¢ 7

7L 372 LV H0ZLZ, LINIUVRELUR 81'L# RAF 3I—

25— 7 AOL £V W T WEN LINHAWLF—R 20 2AF O
RAF 2Z T FLYMLR §1'LF F €90, B2 TA 8NP A ot~
AN 2 F AIRIR L WRTs 2L PA-ID FIHF—2 FO IR
UET O ANELFYy FO Oy £ID £F 282 3722 2 3LVN 794
LEYOLL—2 F AR BV22E FO0M) R It 8 $DVYIT—
2 HL FIR 0 Oy LID £ 3R £F A $202; 2 VI e
QLR 20 TeC £NIE AIVN; 2 LID £F A2 $F A NAh
$IFD WE 3€ FLAVR 23rDR L F SAF 't # NOL £Vl

— 27 £ 20F RIN D FE F F202 2 F OS2 F CLL
RIIN T 1IN FARLIR—R F 4 FITR N0 F RERA
LY WER 2 HL VAV D WEN LINSUWLF; 2 TS HA FeLUN
O R 2 NP NELLO0 Wt 3€ TEFFr AN 81'LF 14 %
FA V2V LFIAFLNTR O TREE—10 OB, LI £F $0 WM, 2 Ve~
NEDNFR PV AINHUWF T30 HA 10 T PIAYHI29082 €0
EHIZ IREC—H0 # ¥ FTA0VP2 13t 231DR §Vit TIn#
£ 7 8AF TP LV I HE AISD 8 VE BULFe F 3202, 3A3e

27—0€r2 3620 AIN2AF 2 AAVAM 36D WLO—ND
F o JIR LMD A3Vt $ID F€ B 'L T 2ZENOIIL 2 81LF
U NRYIT LRI A LRGP 72D L W VWO 76 2 L Wb
A2 'L T B1rAD NAVWEN 2 L Wt 3435 76, 2 12 H
NAF 570D 2 P WO 36 A 34IFL0—A L Wl FLIF
WA FRO BAIF e, A TEVS Vet FRD LRV 16, A LM e
W D 824IALZ 'L F £1L 36 B3/IFPR—A A2t 972 FAVrUL.
O UHE 2 LTS YU BVEPFIZ S8 2 DU U FEIIIANS, .
WING PROE T ALINR T LANEN—R 1IN AFr2Ff US
NUNDL CEVZ OLR 2 NUI # & FITR LI 12t L A4 F
DLILOL b5 DT 3E807 € 2 3€ F#3) ALY§IZI—A AZrAPt.
82.6 L U 8AF; 2 b ODY WLF Wt FALI0; AZ DT €
FL REVININD 2LZ UFLF 16, 2 'FI) WD 3E A SUHFO 1IN
NAWENZ—NEFY WAL F Nt INT 107 3 TDLR Q3124
3 T NAf W 3€ AZTreNAI—2 L Wt RV £NIE Fe 2
B SR, D F LIIUR L 2ZANEN 8 2 IVVAIIFILI0 REZIUN
2 20 2t O AMF 1IN b RLUFIVIDLR F JLILZ T F St~
AN 72O b VLIV TR ANENAE, 2 FIND LTI O L P
FLRFD U F OVTLYO—2 FAT AL Nt U CANFR O FAYR

W—2 W ZINFEVR 2 3171 A3T€N”AE A FEN T WV OLF
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Q% A ABTENAL W 27 VENRY IR ECYZ OLTR 2IN 1V FEN
@ 3DV 2 (3712 TDLR N (Z22—23IN A3re. 12t
W OLR NE FIR ENIE YU FLYVIND, TN WAALD B0 £~
O #t LLMRYIR 2 QAT A WS LNIE #L FEN LZ22—
2 F FETVING 072 DIN TRFINZ 2 RERLTIIR FNIE 1F
F20L 'L NAVDY—2 1€ LR YU TAILZ O Next PRIN (27
D0 P IO B A W 'L WDIN—2 € #3720 4 5 T
o LI A3r€N2S, L XA T SINR 4€ 7 INER NF
7, 2 YO UNFNIF PNIE L IO AININAI—3Eil-
OLTR L FIIMPR NET 3L 7 WL T WD, 2 F PRDINZ 'L ?
PIN T F L0 24 DO D PID WDIN: 2 £4ID 2O 2L+ D
RIF, FO D RAFZL O W0t LW FA, £ID DN F A2LCY L
A}, FAD L UL PRYINT: 2 Ve VW IA, PRYeN2 R ¢ et
22U B 2RFLZ PRYLNZ UIO, I F IAt 3€ Ve 720 ¥
NI 2RDVINOIR 8 B ILYVIND LZ2—2 20 204 O
N5, 3EB0YN 1€ AR PREN, FNETLI0 #3D, ICNOLF2 VE3I2F .
Q1 M3, e W 3DIN O 3eLit, IEN 'L NAVDY A3re-
NRAFZ 1, WP WV RLCY—2 F RAFZAL W VIR S
O 72 £, A VEVrFLN, 2 WEIIND RIN O F WIL 2 8ILR
W RRLCY 2 2AF Py 2 3L FLYVIND 1AM O /€D N, 2
FIR, £ID 1€, L TNA 6, RILNZ A L2t WBIN 'L H
RLCY—2 UE FIR RYLINZ # . 2 YE AV Nt PYLIN3
2 IR, L Wl PEVD WDV 8 H 2RALZ DULIO0, 2UE NAF~
NR, 2 IFILR YU RLCY 2RI F VD8, 2 1AM AtIN
BN £ I O PVD WD 2 YU 8D & 222
R0—2Z P 2AMZ AP REN PYLNZUF 427 972 @
B0LPN EYV2LI0,2 FE BV 2ILIVE, 2 FIR AEZ BRI LY
FD—0L #€ L VYA TE—RZ FIY V7# 29 FL SUW'Z 105 8
$F O LUF LN~ UL FIR PRI 12é, L 24 F PDOr 'L
BELUIL —WE N2V 304 FOVD 2 RIVVVIRY, 2 774 OCC
WIF L—2F 127 IDR PPN 2 W-EVULRO F o 2 F 72
Zuh YA A DOLPRFIF 'L 1V FEFVZ DS 12 42 V€392, Z
VLT LABEM VI DD ENDE F $2; 2 JIPR, 2ES 2, TP
34IFIP% 'L P L—2 F 42N S LNOE F VDS 2 HL FI0 3€-
SO 124 D €; 3 NE FIR L (V2h 7 €3 LRI L NIV O0-
AR AN IV ANR—2 1€ FIR L 24 ABV€N2SLZ FELTVING 2
L PLIONZ WS, 3T A TEM 297 UE W OLr~—2 /L
FLFIT HAR 1€ FU1IS FAL0 JFD) UAIAD M BAZ (A L8
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BREL UNLEAL R DTUAL WL 1L LTI QDb 1€ 2 18 WD
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FIN AABEN 2 BELUIL FIR, F 1200 TVY OFE€1RH, 81'LE F 4
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Y€3I2£ 17 3E80T F€ QA2 VN 2 40, LID VU 3€ ' #LFIVZ.
FENZ WS, AZ F & Wl FRORN—2 HL RLIR €D 2 PRTLN3
A€ 2 F 13T 1D WY WELF ith, 2 QAVLR D NLD; & HL
TOZ £7 LN 7 170, 2 IE FIR JIN 1€ QWA £NIE ¢
PLIOT—NINTY 1€ M JEUW 18 £ Nals I DIRY# 1L
WA—2 A TDLIR 1€3ILL, & FIR LN VI Wt F) 60
WU TS 1270 A UE FIPR, L Wk HO—2 V€3I2L AV 0Z, 2"
PRUZAZ, 2 FA TOR £ F 2AFLZ, L 8O F 12— LZ2R
WIND VI O £3RLIAD LN F §GLR 2D F UM W#2, 2 1€
K28R LR U LZ 2 FD F 22INZ W 2EILIO—R 1€372L
HLOIR VY F 2AIA—2TUAR '} FPVVIND Q0L LZ22 Dl &
G20 V1€ AR REN—A LZLZ QIR T€372L & Ue Ies
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WON 12 RAN AN, 2 NEMLIIR £ O FLTIN TS, 2 D202
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1z UL L WEN FODZ 814 2 1—2 JIVN EVZ, WP 17,
2272 2 3ALIIR WVF BF €FQ UFINLR IRNVLO £SO
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SOMETHING NEW,

—
PUBLISHED RY M. H. BARTON; 1TWELVE NUMBERS FOR %1,

Vo1 I

Harvard, Mass. 2d mo. 1832. No. 6.

Prove nllldiings; hold fast that which is good.— Rible.

I have taken into consideration the various suggestions of my
friends relative to the forms of the new letters, and think I have
made some improvement, in exchangeing 722 7+ % W+ % »2, for

f 7 € ¥ »N—
1t is very perplexing for learners to have to learn one or more
mew characters in each number, but I hope, and beleive, that this
source of perplexity is at an end, as I shall not upon any trivial
consideration make another alteration in the Alphabet. In the
next No, my readers may expect F££4270 70¢L upon the subject

of pronunciation.

Quite an errour is made in the last eight pages of this number.
The letter 4, is put where @ should have been in most cases.
' A PERFECT ALPHABET

g Words in which they sound Words in which they sound,
and for which they stand. and for which they stand,
a a raise @R raz
a-r 7 . 30
a-nd anr t-o Oce
(/) d-ay =—a
‘ . Y Ch--rist  20¢50
6| ee . e ie-vening ey 722N G--od g
7 l eh 3 !e—very 2Ur1€ th—-ings 4,20z
8l i ¢ 'eye A th--e 73
9:ib 2 lin mn sor
10 0-we 0 v--ain VLY A
11 00—ze €z z--eal zeL
1 g—oo-d 7@ FRLYLP
] u--pon  £RIN Yat
14 yo-u e plea-s-ure g.c3-0¢00%
1 ou-r - Dr 35| ch h ecere
1 r-ight  9¢0 36| j FeZ£S
1 {~ord woree 37y €e
1 m-orning  £07-7200 '38l h 22C
1 un 72 |n—ot 7o 39 w vz
20 ung Qpsi-ng #2920 40| b ALZ
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A TESTIMONY,

Ta fvour of Liberty of Concience, and Christianity, by
TUNYR.CALVIN, FOX, PENN, WESLEY, GUNLAVY and others,
uo ted ax abwe discourse, yet separuted into verses so that at the end,
e.avh auther nay be credited with the verses belonging to him.,
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THOMAS JEFFERSONS
Opinion of slavery, as expressed, when he and others, in a2 small degree.
felt the galling influence of unjust u-urpation.
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Prove all things ; 'hold fast that which is good.— Bible.

A PERFECT ALPHABET.

g 7hich they sound, Words in which they sor
hich they stand. and for which they stand.
1 anr aaraz
”»r ' 3£0
ANR t-o o
4 e d-ay Y 1
ivA Ch--rist 2r¢4@
Gjee e evne0 G--od g
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81 2 e 7£
9lih @ o-we 0 svr
10 00-ze ez Tvan
11 g-oo-d 4772 z--eal zeL
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1 eye L wWa
14 yo-u 2720 plea-s-ure g(2-n20p
15 ou-r - ;M* CErC .
16 r-ight  7¢9 vezZLS
17 l-ord ADTR ee
18 um| # m-orning #D772200 22C
1 un|22 7To ez
ung|  si-ng I Nz

TO THE PRESIDENTS OF THE SEVERAL COLLEGES IN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

RESPECTED FRIENDS: The Editor of this work would esteem it a
particular favor to receive from each of you an answer to the following
Questions.

First. Is it nothighly desirable that there should be one general standard
4o the pronunciation of the English Language?

Second.  Can this object be effected short of the adoption of a perfect
orthography, the letters of which shall invariably represent the true sounds
-of the words that they are used to express?

Third. Would not such en orthography require a prcnouncing Alphabet

eontaining a distinct character for each distinet clameniary i N\ W
humaa voice?
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Yourth. How many letters, in your opinions, are required teform « per
fect pronouncing Alphabet for this purpose?

Fifth. What English Dictionary, has the College over which you preside
adopted as a standard of pronunciation?

Traveling, inquiry, and reading, have led me to believe that Custom has.
Bot as yet sanctioned any as a gencral standard: even in the United States-

Hhowever the majority of our_Colleges have adopted one Standard, I will
dcknowledge the same. I take this method to ascertain.

I was taught to consider Walker a standard ; but a critical examination of
his Dictionary, and increased information, produced a conviction in sy mind
that neither Custom, nor ease of prenunciation will support him.

As words are but signs of ideas, no person should refuse to exchange a
few peculiar sounds rendered familiar and pleasant by custom, for a few
ethers not so pleasant to him, but more so to the majority of his fellow citi-
2ens by reason of their having been accustomed to these and not the former-

The spirit of conciliation and accommodation, is increasingly prevalent in
sur country. This is evident from the many Encomiums, pronounced upon
‘Webster’s Lectures, by editors who had been educated where Walker was
eonsidered as a standard of pronunciation. But the remarks of Webster
eaused them to doubt of Walker’s being strictly followed by a single persom
in the Union.

Do any pronounce the consonant y,in Sky and Kind, or accent Commen-
dable, Subsultory, and Remediless, upon the first syllables, which is re-
quired by Walker’s natation? Webster’s reasoning is eertainly good where
he attempts to show that the primary principles to regulate accent, should
be, ¢ ease of pronunciation and melody of sound.”

Walker is quite too lavish with the sound of long e as in me; especially
in unaccented terminating syllables.

Webster remarks in his spelling book,  that it is a general rule in our
language, thatin unaccented terminating syllables, almost all vowels are
pronounced like i and u short, originating doubtless from this cause, that
short i and u are pronounced with a less aperture or opening of the mouths
with less exertions of the organs, and consequently with more ease than the
other vowels in these terminating syllables.”

In perhaps two thousand words where Walker uses the long e, I think
Poth Custom, and ease of pronunciation require the short i.

Webster, in his Dictionary, in criticising upon this error of Walker’s, says
Sheridan and Jones have avoided it, and given to the i and y unaceented, the
short sound of e, which corresponds with the practice of the United States.™

This does not appear to accord, with Webster’s Spelling Book testimonye
eoncerning short i and u, which I think is correct and in union with the

"most general practice in the United States.

From the class of words above alluded to, I select the following, and pro-
nounce them first, according to Walker, secondly, according to Webster’s )
Dictionary testimony, and thirdly according to his Spelling Book testimony.

Will you be so kind as to mark the one you prefer, unless you pronounce

dibarently from either, if se, please to correct one accerdingly; sad write s
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saswer at the end of each question, and return this paper to ‘ Something
New ” Harvard Mass, and you shall receive a future No. of this work con-
taining the result of my present inquires.

{{7=Accented syllables are marked thus (‘) for the want ef

sccents that would correspond with the new type.

Abbey
Ability
Annoy
Any
Abjectly
Boy

Ciry
Directly
Easily
Envy
Equality
Facility
Guilty
Humility
Journey
Lastly
Many
Naughty
Pity
Query
Thrifty
Vanity
Weekly
Yearly
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e Lt -e-0€
82-924°-€-0€
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ni-teL'ede
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L2AFO ~ A8
sn‘e
nv o€
neo‘e
20€ re
1728 o€
van‘eoe
Ve Le
ger e

WEBSTER. .
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an-no-a'
n-a
23932042
309

#2099
R21IZI 4D
€-Ze-t?
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-2t 209
82-F4' 2403
N IY ]
WUA UL 20D
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20 4D
V27 )

no 09
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UE ¥I
472809
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L€z 42

€E7“ 4D

CUSTOM.

232
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2NV
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LN I A2
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82-FUuL' 202
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VUU- 2O
LY -Ne
WAFI - 42
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no o2
neo‘e

Ve re
1478 92
VAN 2902

€z L2

ger‘ L2

Walker’s tautophony of long e appears to have been the result of his mis-
apprehending the component parts of long i. . )

‘I, says he, is a perfect diphthong, composed of the sounds of a in father,
The short sound of this letter is heard in him, and when
ending an unaccented syllable, as vanity, where, though it cannot be prop-
erly said to be short, yet it has but half its diphthongal sound. This sound
j the sound of e, the last letter of the diphthong that forms the long i.”

Thus we see, that Walker intended to pronounce i, and y,in unaccented

and e in he.

terminating syllables the same as the last part of the diphthong i.

Hence

to be consistent with his own principles, we must expunge ooy, =, Ssom

soveral thousand of his werds, for the last letar af the Aulngng, Wak. tewws
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jong i ,is net long e, but short i. For the correctness of this assertion, I
will not appeal to authors, though I have the suffrage of maay; but te
your own organs of speech and hearing, if you will be at the trouble of
exercising them a few moments.

If you pronounce the long i, and then, with the organs in the same po-
sition that you finish it, attempt to sound long e, you will perceive a con-
traction of the organs, and a little bending of the end of the tongue towards
the roof of the mouth. But you mey keep the organs in the pesition in
which they finish long i, and, articulate the acute short i, without perceiv-
ing the least change. The fact is, short i is the second sound of e, or in
other words an intermedicte sound between long and short e, as will appear
by pronouncing the elements €, 2, 2, that is, the voweles in eat, it, et. -

In pronouncing short i, the organs proximate one half from the position
requisite to form’ long e, to that of short e.

The little attention heretofore paid to the organick formation and specif-
ick powers of the elements of speech, accounts for the inconsistency and
discrepancy of our best grammarians and lexicographers upon this subject.

¢They who penetrate into the innermost parts of this temple of science,
says Quinctilian, ¢ will there discover such refinement and subtility of mat-
ter, as are not only proper to sharpen the understanding of young persons, °
but sufficient to give exercise for the most profound knowledge and erudl-
tion.”

« Persons in general, perpetually using the clements of the Engllsh
language,” says Dr. Barber, ¢ are ignorant of their existence as simple

ecifick sounds.” !

' ¢« When the elements are pronouced singly,’” says Dr. Rush, ¢ they may
yeceive a concentration of organick effort which gives them a clearness of
sound, and a definite outline at their extremes, that makes a fine preparation,
for distinct and forcible pronunciation in the compounds of speech.”

¢ The standard of our language, ” says Perry,  can never be fixed by
3 rational division only of the words into syllables, without certain char«
acters denoting the different sounds of the vowels and consonants.”

¢« The first necessary step towards this,”> says Sheridan, < is to aseer~
tain the nature of the first simple elements, for any error there must
carry an incorrigible taint throughout.”

The errors in Walker’s scheme of the vowels and diphthongs, taint
every page of his Dictionary. In bringing to view these errors, I have
no object in view but their correction. I do by him as I wish others te
do unto me; investigate and detect error.

Walker seems to have had an indistinct idea of the nonentity .of what
is called short i, just enough to spread confusion and inconsistency througle
his Dictionary. As he was at times, at a loss to know what to call it, in
two or three instances, he terms it * the proneness of e, which” says
he “is exactly the slender sound of i.”” As i in pine, and u in tube,
are diphthongs, they cannot have but one sound each. Qur pure vowels

7n my opinion, have but three radicles, Viz. a, e, and 0. A is the rootof
#v¢, o three, and ¢ four, which are represepted in wy Alghabet \ry
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72D e 9, 0 ek, 7, £—Perhapsi may be called
the root of five impure vowels, or vocal sounds, Viz. ¢4 # 722 20

The first part oftte diphthong u, is not lopg e, as Walker states, but
the middle sound of e, known by the name of short i.

Equally incorrect is his statement that the diphthong ou in pound, is
eomposed of o in nor, and u in bull, it is 2 compound of a in far, and
o in move. '

J. A. Cummings, whose Spelling Book, adapted to Walker’s pronuncia-
tion, has an exten-ive circulation in this country; has in the fifth editiom
of said book, ventured to correct Walker, in giving a, but four sounds.

“In order to avoid a mistake,” says he, “ which is very frequently
committed by those who use Walker’s Dictionary, we have given an ad-
ditional sound to the letter a. It océurs' in such words as fare, mare,
care, and should be carefully distinguished from the sound of a in hate,
late, mayor. This distinction is always made by good speakers in Eng-
land.”

Walker’s scheme of the vowels and diphthongs is not only defective
<nd inconsistent as before shown, but it is also redundant, in representing
9, in fall, and o in nor, as expressing different vowel sounds. Alse
in making the sound of o in not, and a in far, to be different.

Yet notwithstanding his defects, he has rendered the readers of English @
material service, in attempting to bring to view the simple specifick sounds
that should be heard in every English word. A general knowledge of this,
would doubtless, demand the establishment of a perfect pronouncing
Alphabet. Walker’s and Webster’s Dictionaries, appear to have joined
issue, in this country. Perhaps the contents of both, may furnish materials
for the erection of a general standard of pronunciation.

Wwill iation i "
o w:) rd!?“ please to mark the preferable pronunciation in the following list

WALKER. WEBSTER. OTHERS.
Alkali 2422~ e A 2240 2 280
Almost DL'-+0FO DL +0F9*
Amen a‘'-fan' 2-1n a-an’
Azure a‘~rur 27 -Ur

Belles-lettres 3o~ 0LY  3M~A4ID-0IF  3RU-LID O
Celibacy  794'€-32-49 de-(23-2-92
Christianity 2707-Ce-27°-€-0€ 2res-Can‘-2-02

Chagrin WVWI2-Hren w2-trent va‘-tren

Clerk N2 242 YT

Combat 224 -320 24320 '
Cordial ZOr-7e-2:.¢ POV R-ELL

Creek ez 292

Commendable 2°C#-FIMN-R2-34 UFFINERE-ABL -

Soveious BV €8S  PV-N£S WPVt -CRLe



WALKER. WEBSTER. OTHERS.
Cacumber  200°-2L/4.3L1 U 2L$3BEN  2UU-2EI N
Deaf rI% e’ :

Niscrepance R2F°-2V'€- AN 1RLF-2VIN'-2N:
Envelope  7290-%€.L00° INVI' LR IN-VILER
Evangelical 222.222.93.0°-€-22.4 e V279242 224

Farewell  ga9*-ur2. 8774+ Sur-ude
Grantor DYINO DVYE  MINB L

Hatchel W22 -2l V2C

Hostler TF ALY LS I

Housewife ygz-1r28 WADF-1L8

Hover WPV-£Y WL gr

Humble  g4“3¢ WL -3

Kuomor eu-4£r WU 1LY

Tavalid LRVAALELE  LN-VIALR
Indian LN RE AN LN €27 W LW

Kind 2ELNPR wUNR

Licutenant 29+ 0978 MANG WL OIN AND

Look N 72

Mobile £0 36:4° 40320

National 222w 2R 2L NA VWEN 2L NAY' £ £
Nature na cur na‘owr nNaer RnAI-eF
Ne’er nar ner _ -

Negotiate e 40° WE AT NE KO WAD

Nothing nLeL' 120 Nt %0

Obedience 03¢ 7ean# 0 3€' R INF

Oeisance Q3 FANSF 0 3€' #INF

Pageant N2ATR FEND a’ INd

peculiar e U LE LY e UL EY

Pentecost gLIN' Q€204 RIN' DI VIO

perfect nIr 8329 NI 8320 ALY 8229
perfume  @Ir 8Lt NI sutt

profile A0 824 a0 8t YO 8L
Pronunciation RPO-NENYUE-QU WER TN O-NEN-FEL WER
Renunciation rengn vea wen renen#i‘ vwen

Righteous 9%¢* C€ £4 re ces
Shook w2 vz
Soot 20 779 720

Souchong Fq Wk FE WL
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WALKER. WEBSTER. OTHERS..
Suite JUVED FULD
Sword F0rR FUOrR
T'aunt oDPNI 2 % (4
Typograpical Q2AU-0-1 A8 €2t I RO LY 2A82-2b
Virtue VI-cU ver- ol VEr-CU

Is not Walker right in supposing, that ¢, coalesces with the other eles
ments of this word, with less organick effort than {; and Webster also right
in supposing the same of £, in opposition to 9. Or in other words, is the
sound of tsh, in the last syllable of Virtue, better than t?

And is the short u in the first syllable, betier than s:ort e?

Volume WU -EUS. WL -£4 W'-e£d
Wound VENR VINrR

Yea ge t 71

Yeast £340 £E€FO

Yes eLF £eF

You £ £U

Aaron a-ren M -TER

Advertisement 27 VIN-QLZ-#IND 21 VER-HZ - IND

Walker and Webster are now agreed in the pronunciation of this word;
yet I am much mistaken, if three fourths of the inhabitants of the U. 8.
do not pronounce it, 23 Webster formerly did, as last marked.

Webster’s new system of notation is so indefinite, that, in many words, I
cannot determine whether he would have a, sounded as in what, or as in
fancy; the former he terms the short sound of broad a, asin fall, and the lat»
ter, the short sound of open a, as in father. Had he introduced two more
points to designate these two sounds, his system would have been more
eorrect. If Be has good organs of hearing, and will listen to Dr. Barber
of Harvard College, while articulating the vowel sounds, I think, he will
either, have to admit, that a represents five distinct vowel sounds, in the
words, fate, fair, fat, far, and fall; or else that his own definition of a vow-
ol is incorrect. Webster states, that a, has but three sounds.

A COMMUNICATION.

Té the Editor of ““Something New.”.

Psteeméd Friend—You write me that you consider Walker and Webe
ster the only competitors in this Country, for the different modes of soundi
the letter t, in the words Habitual, Virtuous, &c; and that you think the time
has come for the publick to speak out decisively, on this point, in favour of
ene or the other. ‘ .

But as these sounds form an impértant feature in our language, and I think
there is as really, three distinct modes, as two, I am desirous to institute the
following inquiry. ‘

Should the pronunciation of Walker be rejected in such words as N atural,
Habitual &c, would it not still be preferable to give the distinct sound of u,
(yu) thus Virt-yu-ous, Ha-bit-yu-al, &c.

For this pronunciation, we have the authority of Jameson, and others,
But I shall cheerfully submit, and doubt mot others will, to the decisen e
Which you are to bring this sibject.

AN THRQUIRRS..



UNION OF LANGUAGES.

The following specimen will exhibit the utility of a perfect Alphabet, in
siding persons in the study of different languages. The elementary sounds
of all languages being nearly the same; if the perfect Alphabet were ap-.
plied to different languages, persons who learn it may learn those Janguages
without any verbal instruction. This, it is believed, will be found to be
Positive proof, thatitis posiblz, to represent th2 soun is of all words by letters,

«The first principle of Orthography * says Walker is, that, if possible, the
letters should of themselves point out the sound of the word.”
English.
This large apple is very sweet.

7 eFE ATLYTF A4 2Z VI F € 90—
The same in French.

Cette grande pomme est tres su ave.
FI0 Hrenmr att a e 47rnv—
Latin
. Hoc magnum pomum est valde dulces
L2 126N+t AROF L F IFD VIARE RELFE:
Greek.
Tovso pmya EANou ‘61 ANiav yhuyw
Q2700 te€bMm FELLM IID L AL LU L~
English— MY MELLOW APPLE FELL FROM THE TREE.
1L €40 24 824 84 2 dre—
French —MA MOLLE POMME TOMBAIT DE L’ ABRRE.
77 $04 HL# 'tF3a RrRE 4 2V
Latin~—MEUM MITE POMUM CECIDIC EX ARBORE.
L4 #LO€ NOIEF FIFEIRED IbF 130T L—

Greek. 21 LN F2AILUN #IUEN INIFI A2 D727 FRINFY 727

Four of our new letters we admit to be marks of compound
sounds, Viz. ¢, ¢, ?, and 2—Asthe sounds they represent
occur so frequent, and those who profess to be judges disagree, rela-
tive to their component parts, we think best to retain them, Each
ene, supplies the the place oftwo letters, and being uniformly used
for these letters cannot cause any perplexity,

{7 Our patrons will doubtless apptobate the move, of sending
a No. of < Something New ” to the princilple Institutions of Literature in
the United States. The better to effect our object (of receiving and return-
ing information relative to the prevailing pronunciation of our Colleges, so
that we may, as early in the volume as possible, -if requisite, change
eur pronunciation;) we conclude to divide this number in two parts,
and send them, and our patrons, the first eight pages this month, and the
ether eight, next month. As we follow what Walker says is the first prim-
eiple of Orthography, any change in pronunciation must effect a corresponds -
l'?i' change in spelling.
valuable communication, from * Cadmus,” shall appear next month,

———
P




SOMETHING NEW,

PUBLISHED BY M. H. BARTON; TWELVE NUMBERS FOR 81.

You. I. Harvard, Mass. 4 th mo. 1832. ‘No. 7.

Prove all things ; hold tast that which is goed.—Bible.

Not expecting to be able to exhibit in this sheet, the result of our inqui-
ries in the last, and having on hand numerous letters of approbation from the
friends of reform in different parts of the Union, we presume our readers
will be gratificd by the perusal of the following cxtracts from them. The
first is from the Secretary of the American Bible Society.

American Bible Society House, New York &e.
Dear Sir— I feel the very great desirableness of having the orthography
of our language perfected, and of having the scriptures prepared in the most
simple and caxy forms therefore I ¢annot but wirh your successin your lau-
dabl\. attempt to simplify the process of communicating written instruction.
- Yours with respectful regard;

Mr. M. H. Bacton. J. BRINGHAM.

Fricnl Boingham appears to appreciate the importance of having a con-
sistent orthography to facilitate the civilization of the many millions of
hcathen, that are now, in total ignorance of letters and the Bible.

Let the real philanthropist forget the small speck of earth where written
languages are taught, and survey the vast extent of population;( more tlian
three fourths of the human fanily,) that are ignorant of all letters; and then
let him for a moment suppose hitself one of these unfortunate human bein-
g+ & 1 think he wiil wish himself possessed of the wings of an Fagle, and
the voice of thuinder, that e miglhit pass over the civilized world, and arouse
tha sleeping encrgics of those who have already experienced the benefit of ~
written instruction, and who, if they would but do as they would be done
by; seek the happiness of their neighbours.(and consequently augmnent
their own; )might soon teach willions of their fellow beings to read & write
a perfect language. Men may soon be convinced, if they will but open
their eyes to the light of reason, that by the aid of a perfect orthography
and the Gorp:l of Heaven; the streams of blood, that now drench the earth
may be dried; and the flood of poverty & misery which,(without the influ-
ence of these) will cre-long deluge the earth, may soon be drained off, aud
the divers .ons aud daughters of Adam, forget the Geographical boundaries
of Kingldoms; the political division of states; the religious jargon of
Babylow; anid shake the friendly hand within the borders of Eden, and with
hearts litled with gratitude to Goll, & love to each other, sojourn together
on earty, until called to join the angelic (irong above, in pure and ceaseless
praise and thanksgiving to the Father and Authior ol o} guod—Du\ west
pause thal our correspondc nie b oy spedk. YA

-
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Harrisonburg Louisiana &c
Sir. The following persons wish to become subscribers for Something
"New,that they may conjecture the probability of the confusion of tongues
of the tower of Babel , beiog at some future period reconcifed; and the war
‘of opinigns on religion, being reduced to one general peace.

To M. H. Barton J. M. B. THOMPSON.

. ’ Smith’s Cross Roads, Tennessee &c.
To Michael H. Barton.

It is with pleasure I declare to you, that I am glad to have the opportu-
nity of patronising a work, which in my estimation, promises incalculable
benefit to mankind. Be not discouraged. Prejudices, particularly those
sanctioned by time immemorial are hard to overcome, but industry and the
light of reason will make them vanish like the shades of night before the
rising dawn. My belief and heart’s desire is, that your project may be suc-
cessful .  Your obt, Servant; Wm. SMITH ; P. M.

Territory Florida, Monticello &ec.
Dear Sir; One of your circulars came to this office, and has been read
very attentively. I think your plan is a good ene, provided it can be carried
into operation, Prejudice will struggle hard against it; if that can be over-
come, the world may eventually be blest with a new system of tcaching
the English Language—the Language simplified, and rendered easy for all;
which will benefit not only every individual, but particularly such as are too
poor to spend time in acquiring a competent knowledge of the language to
read & transact commen business; and this much could be ebtained with
comparitive ease & pleasure. Hoping you may succeed to the utmost of
your wishes, I subscribe your friend and well wisher.
Wm. H. MATHERS jr, P. M.

Vicksburg, Mississipi ,&ec.
Sir— I have examined your plan; and with perseverance, 1 have no
doubt of ultimate success. There are few who deny the propriety of the
proposed reformation, but the great mass doubt its practibility; in my
opinion however you will soon convince them to the contrary.  Yours &ec.
) M. H. BENTON. P. M.

Theological Seminary, Bangor;Me.

1 have recently discovered a recommendation of M. H. Barton’s new or-
thography, and must acknowledge it is something which I have long been
desiring. If you will remit me Something New, I will send the money
forit. Your friend. JOSIAH HIGGINS.

Porter, Maine, &ec.
I have perused your “Something New,” and find it will be very
nseful when brought into practico. ' '
A4 M. Barton. JOSEPH GILLMAN.
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New York City, 1881.
Dear Sir; The subject you are now engaged in, is one [ have often thought
of, and studied upon; and as I think such an improvement in written
language as you propose quite practicable, I sincerely hope you will perse-
vere in it, until it is fairly proved how far it is so, in so doing, I think you
would confer a benefit on mankind next only to the art of printing. I enclose
your five dollars (in aid of the cause)and will be obliged by your sending

me what you may publish on this subjeet.
M. H. Barton. OLIVER HULL.

Shirley, Mass. March, 1832.

I received ¢ Sofnething New,” which as faras I can understand exhibits
a system adinirably calculated for an accurate conveyance of ideas; to lessen
the great expence of education; the perplexity and long labour of learning
to read and spell, as well as to pronounce not only the English, but all other
" languages and dialects. There appears to be the greatest propri ety in hav-
ing a character for each articulate sound.

ABRAHAM WHITNEY.
Michael H Barton.

Other names from Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, Carolina, Rhode Ts-
land, Vermont &c. might be added; but the foregoing we deem a suffic-
ent introduction to Cadmus. o

For «Something New.”
Harvard Feb 22, 1832.
Respected Friend:
1, have received the fifth No. of < Sometbixig New,
and given it an attentive pcrusal. I am pleased to learn, that the publick
begin to appreciate the merits of a Work so manifestly ot a good design; and
-as far as I am prepared to judge of an ingenious and philosophical execution,
To have a distinct character, or letter, for every elementary sound
of the voice, is certainly the only means of representing correctly any writ- -
ten language. For as long as we have one letter (asin the use of a for in-
stance)to represent four or five different sounds; so long there must continue
to he a great diversity of pronunciation; for in such a case the letter has no
capacity to represent the sound intended: all certainty is destroyed by its
ambiguity, like a witness who has contradicted himself so much thathe can-
not be believed when he tells the truth. Accordingly in .our use of the
vowels we frequently see that one alone is not to be trusted to; and others
are summonsed on to represent the same thing; for example, f-a-t, if @ would
give the sound it professes to give in the alphabet, would be
fate,but it so often tells a different story, as in« fat, far, fall,” fair,
that @ isby no means to be believed, till e appears for his confirmation.
This remark would apply to many hundreds of words. But then, ¢ has
nothing to boast of, for even himself is in no better credit, asive may see in the
- words mcad, deam, league and a thousand others, thus in \eagne woa o%
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pronounced ee, asin the alphabet would be lcy,,, but least he should very
his story a, tho often a false witness has to be called to the stand to sanction
his evidence: and even then by the laws of etymologists,the word is not
legal and several more must attend, making in the whole for this little mon-
osyllable l-e-a-g-u-e. But this is not the worst; we frequently see letters
used to express words whose sounds have not thg’ most distant resemblance
to the names of the same lettersin the alphabet. Whoever knew by the
letters how to pronounce quay, Beauz, eclat, and numberless other words
(more difficult to lcarn and reriember their pronunciation than yourorthogré.
phy of the whole language, )till they were told some arbitrary miaxims frem
the learned languages ! If a learned langusge is one replete with so much
irregularity and inconsistency in learning it, as to require almost 2 whole
life for its acquisition I should think the English poiseses a high claim to
this title; for in this sense the language i3 not only extremely learned in it-
self, but has the vanity to patronise all the rest of the learned languages;
and out of respect to their high original ,furnishes each of their subjects
the particular dress they were primitively accustomed to in their
native land.

Now as al] this reqmres a heavy tax on the memory the cultivation
of which is no trifling expense, would it not be well to ccnsider wheth-
er these eccentric foreigners might not uriformly appear before the public
in 2 plain English or American dress. One thing is certain; it would
bz vastly cheaper in a common, schigol education, if not in academical
attainments.  Judced if our orthography were in exact agreement with
the p:-dnuncin!iou as your system proposes It would be as’ common for
school boys to be masters of it as it now is for editors and publishers,
who devote so much tine to attain at perfection. Such I have no
doug is the differencebetween the old and the new means of acquiring
this important branch of an English education. And thus it is that the
good people of our cnlightened land pay a tribute of several millions
annually to the support of this barbarous end antiquated custom. And
what seems more surprising, a great part of this time and money is de-
voted to the support of customs in our language which belong essential-
ly to thosc that are said to be dead. The time and money expended to
day fot the celcbration of the centennial birth day of the father of our
country is trifling compared to the amount devoted not centennialy, but
yearly, to the supportof the systemofe education which pays this immense

tribute to the deadof forewn countries, that is the dead languages.
CADMUS.
( To be continued.)

The following we extract from two letters, from(as we take them t
be) two of the Literati, and cxperienced school teachers. A furtherex-
tract from iriend Spauldings communication may appear in a future No.

Northampton, Mont Co. N. Y.

Denr Sir;
A'few weeks ago a fijend placed in my hands a No. of * Scme‘hlng
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New” and rzquested me to give it an examination which I cam assure
you I have done with great interest. Could your plan become general
and supercede the present awkward and cuinberous system of orthogra-
phy,it would be like applying rail roads and steam power to the educa-
tionof youth, and instead of children being compelled to spend so many
painful years in learning to spell wrong, they would be able in a 'few
weeks to pass to other studies’ and at the close of the usual term of
common school education thcy would be far advanced in useful science.

‘M. H. Barton. NEWCOMB SPAULDING.

' Waterloo, N. Y. ’
Respected Friend,

Rejoicing to find an individual who unites the enthusiasm of
purpose, with the ability to commerice a radical reform in the sci~
ence of language, which 1 have so often, I may say almost daily,
felt to be in a lamentable state of imperfection, I herewith enclose

.one dollar for “Something New.”
Michael H. Barton. SAMUEL ‘WILLIAMS,

EUNL-VLYIA RV AZ—

1 610 b1 200 42AN2F 07 7 364190,

210 RYAZ 81Ut IVTL WLTD 2712 LD

®IAD IV JOL Nl NAZIZ 37290,

e HLR DV JAV-Er ANR DY 2200—

VQ2 VYL SOL MR LN 7L 1€F,

TLZ EVre VDLF ANTR RV AZ NV2Z NLF; -

FL0 DA UE 864 V2LZ 2LI0RE ML,

AO-ZAN-2 e 7L ADVIR 4090 NL—

8 meUMY NZ V-EY2 VP F'UAF Ser,
11t DA T2 MAVWENZ 8TV AN NET ;
*IO VT2 IOL 1M TEHVYINIF N0,

LR NAZ 369N 22 I-£V2 3640—

4 28 JANOT 2ANTR 37) 3E80Y NLZ L1ON,
2ANIR VLY WLTY FE E-QFV-Nl V-EN;
NEZ 2L0RLL UDYOALL V2A E2FDINTR,
NI e LYLF VEI03IFTD INT—

5 &1 2Z e JLNZ 31D 207F NAZ 1€CH,
J0 8" 72 HDINA U2t 3€ VECDH;

B2l DU WAL YUNY VTF V-EN AZDIR,
AW QAAC-ALU-ELZ 0€ TR ADYFR—

1
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AN EXTRACT FROM THE BIBLE,
Exodus Chap. VI.
SIN-DLNEUPR 8I'LF AR FIVN-0 MU~
ANR HLR IRAZ £PN-OT $0-Z9F, INR FIR, ¢ 24 ¥
DI L 2-NEVR LN-DT (-3FIANAE, PN-D] (-Z22 2M7e
FA-2£M, 3L F NAF TV HLR DA-#-02; 380 3L # NAS
FINOV2 HLZ L NLO NON O Ff—L NV II-D2A3-
LWL L ZEVINANG UVF I O 12U 7t F AINAR
RV ZUNEN—INR [ NIV D4F0 ALVR F $107-29
TRV F CULRYIN LU LZVIL, Wet TE € FLA-UWNZ 2en
AN BLN-TRLF; AN L WAV YE-FIF-BVR L 2EV-INAND
ULF FH—UNV-0F FQ LNDT F CULTRIIN LU 2299
¢ 2f F ADRR, AMR L ULL 31200 £ DD 81LF E£N-RF
7 IEY-NZ TV T EFUYNZ; 2 L 0L V- 1Ref €L VUF
@ FOVICO-MD UIE, INR UV HVAD F£F-1INDF: Anre
¢ DL AT U O 1€ 8D A Ne-ILl, INT2 L Bt 3€ D
& a4 bR ANR 8 WAt N0 2D L 2F F LDIF U
LT, 220 310U U DD 8ILE EN-T2) F 3LV-RNZ LV
B eFLN-WAZL =2NR F0-ZIF FNLE FO ENDD? F CLl
RYIN TV LZV-I: 3L TA WL NR NI £10-07 #0
224, DY 200602V TV FRLV-2D, AN EDI UM
BINPUF—ANTR T LDV JRAZ £N-DT $0-Z3F F0-220,
£0 2N, INET LN-0T SMIO 2LV LY €FLMY, FAD A€
L3I0 F CUL-RYIN LU 2Z VIl 10 DI LV LT LA~
N’ 10.234 INAZ 39801 F LDV, U2, 36-10LTE
G CULLRIIN LV LZVIL NIV ML WUNPNR £0-07
ye: WD TIN UL 8NY0 NEY 1€, NE If TV EN-FLY-
QLFFILZ” ALNF]
3B—ank 7 LDr’ JIr gNO) $0-234, F€, L NV
JAT T (L BTR O §N-10; ANFR -VEN T 31T VWAL
39 T AKI8-90—FD WAALD INET T 72D L PLA4IANR
e, AN’ VN T BRI WAL FNEL EN-O1. 87370,
320 1€ FINR T CURIIN T LZ-1H DD L MZ
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AINFe—2ANTR L VUl WILVRN §NYCZ NWIrd, INs*
FELDURAL L FINZ MR 1L VEWRIZ AN T LANA,
Y eNI—BED SNIO0 VIt NI WUrIN £NIT €,
720 L A AR L NVANRR LHIN €N, AN 31200
8OrL HM TYFLZ, AN L Neft T CULALRIIN 't
2ZIH, DO UV B AR LV €RND 3L VAP P
FINBF—2 1€ ENUVUNZ Yart NO 72D L 2# F LTI
22N L FOVIC SOVL +LM NANR LALN €FLND, AMFe
310 WO F CULRIIN TV 22Ul SILE 24800 Fof—
ANTR F0ZIF AN DYEN RUR IAZ T ADIR LN~
IR FIf, J0 RLR FA— .
3—anm 10234 WHLZ SOrFZOF CEYZ OLR, AMPE
TIEN SOYSZ0F MR LIE LEIrZ O4TR, 1IN HL IRAT
EN-0T ENVO—3ANR T LDV INAZ £NOT {0ZIF INPe
ENOT WIEN, JQ200, 1IN SN0 Wt INET £NIID €6,
FALD, YO @ 121A2H SDY L TIN 12 WIAD IO £NIT
VLR, QA2 H VIR, ANTR 22FD 1O 3E501 8M70, AN*
20 VAL 3628F A FLYNINI—INR $0Z3F ANR 7TERN
VIND LM PN SNYO, AMR T LR J0,3Z T LDFR
NAR 2ELAMPITR: AMIR THIEN 2AFD RIN LZ TR
3807 §NT0, IN® 20 3€2AF A TPV RINO—FIN 89190
DAFO TOLR F IHZ 1IN 2N T IDVFIINELZ: D F
1ARRUNZ LV €N, T DIIO LR U AlZ FIRT
YUF I INCAMOIINOS: SVT. KL 23SD RON VI
AN ALZ ViR, ANR WL € SLYNINOS: 3£
DYENZ VIR FWLLOR PR TP VIRZ—INE Ne
WLPBRNPR §NVOZ WUFD, 12D 1€ WIrENR W) LN
I, AZ P ADVR NI JIR—INTR 1, LD S92 £NOT
40234, STOZ WLrd 2Z WIFENR, 1€ TeSUZH: &
£ID T NENA FO—bID 1€ ENDT 80 LM F +DVNLI0;
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A PERFECT ALPHABET.

.? in which they sound,’ ?2 Words in which they sound,
and for which they stand. and for which they stand.
1 T are mraz
o 7 b-ut 3£0
3 AN l-o o
a-rt - g d—-ay »=A,
a-ll v Ch--rist  27¢40
6 e-vening eY7L2X0 G--od LR
7 i-n wn ’ 12202
8 e-very vre 7
9 o-we (0 --or SV
10 00-z€ “z -ain wvan
11 g-oo-d p72 --eal zed
u--pon  ERILN pirit  FR2920
13 ‘eye ¢ 1 w2
i4 yo—u ew plea-s-ure g2,42+1¢L7*
15 ou-r Vr7a ch--urch  gegre
1 r—ight 90 2eze#
17 l-ord WDV R ee
1 ring  £D¥ N0 ch 220
nto w--as - QTZ
4220 ALz

({7 Each letter is the invariable representative of a certain
sound, or position of the organs.of speech. «@,22,2,%,?, €,
2 2 0 ce 7 and g, represent pure vowels. ¢, ¢, and P express
diphthongs. 9%, ., #, 72, and 70 are semi-vowels—Thesc with
€ 2, and g+, represent all the vocil sounds in the English language.
£, F, %8 Z, 4 4. W, C, U, are breath lett »rs; aspirate | bhissing
&c. 'The sounds that the foregoing letters represent should be their
namss, The italic lettzr or letters in the word opposite to each let
ter in the alphabet contains the sound of that letter. The letters
Mm 3 0 7®R 2 46 #,are mutes; they do not represent sounds, bug
eertain positions in which the organs are placed at the explosion of
air upou the vowels, producing a variety of sounds, as ba, be, etc.

«SOMETHING NEW;”
Published monthly, at Ha'vard, Mass. by Michacl H Barton: tweclve
numbers for one dollar, in advance.

The object of this publication is to introsluce and establish a perfect orthog
raphy; by means of which, many of the uscless letters anl combinati:n of
letters used in our present system will be dizpensed with; the difficultics
in spailling obviated; the uncertainty of pronunciation removed; aud the arta
of rcading and writing language facili*ated more than onc half. A package
&f letters containing subscriptions for this work; received by its Agent at
Exoter N. H. where the work originally commenced, was put on boardof a

staze for the Edi‘or thenin Boston, and were lo-t.
£ditors are invited to give this notice a place inth-eir respective vap-ra.




SOMETHING NEW.

PUBLISHED BY M. H. BARTON; TWELVE NUMBERS For $l.

You. I. Harvard, Mass. 5 th mo. 1332. No. 8.

Prove all things ; hold fast that which is goed.—Bidle.

When, not only the PRESIDENTS OF OUR COLLEGES, but also the
learned SISTERHOOD, heartily engage in the support of ¢“Something
New,” we think it raust out ride the billows of prejudice, and survive
the chilling winds of indiffcrence.

Greenville College, Te. May 11th. 1832,

Dear Sir: Our last mail brought us three pumbers of * Soniething
New » a periodical edited by you, and from the slight examination that
I have been abloto give your ¢ Perfect Alphabet, > I have no doubt but
that the acquisition of the knowledge of our language would be greatly fa.
cilirated by the adoption of your system.

Your first, second -and third queries, in your seventh ndmber, 1 wo: 14
unhesita‘ingly answer in the affirmative. Your fourth question I bave not
yet had time to consider, but I am of opinion that your alphabet very well
expresses all the simple elementary sounds in our language. In answer te
the fith query I would remark that we make Walker the standard of
pronunciation gencrally, but we take the liberty of dissenting from him
occasionly, when the gencral custom of our country has decided, we
adupt the matim that custom so far as it obtains among the learned i
any country is the only * norma loquendi, ” and with this view I de,
4irtedly pr: fir the pronunclation in your third column page 88, to either
Wali.or or ¥ ebater.

You inay now he considered as a rebel in the empire of letters, and sheuld
Yyou cucczed in conquering the prejudices of fifty millions of people, you will
stand hirh above Cadmus on the rolls of fame; but on the other hand want of
success will involve you in the consequences of unsuccessful rebellion, and
‘Yeur tabors will only be remembered as the effusions of aliterary enthusiast.

1 have been long anxious to sce some daring spirit, bold enough te
er.tounter the hosts of prejudice in the republic of letters, and who would at
one sqccessfnl thrust, demolish the orthographical anomalies that disfigure
an di:grace our language.

We shall occasionally view the progress of your system from ¢ the loop holeg
of retreat, * and should there be any symptoms of your succeeding in the
unequal confiict, you may expect to see us moving at an humble distance
in your train, and participating in your honors.

Accept Sir, my best wishes for the success of your efforts,

. *'Y ours respectfully,

MWr. Michael H. Borton. HENRY HOSS
President of Grecwnha SSaga.
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P.8. I heve enclesed you one dollar, for yeur publication. ¥. W.

A ZLNITOVEIIL 2V0Z IEX IE4 E£I0 RLYFINZ -
LNIT AUZ RANRF LRI B SOTHOLI0 IDY, 2977 Hoss,
VIR 36 AYONINID NCS, 1S, NS, V¥ Wih IZ F
Vb VIFILIONY T 0, 2RF2LF ITr O 3€ 2LIIZ0—

. Conway, N. H. April 2% th. 1832.
Mr. Barton, Sir;

1 feel 1uch interested in ary imprevement in our orthography which
I have for several years been einployed in tzaching. I have lung
been conildent that if our alphabet contained as many letters as distinct
sounds and none superfluous, that the time spent in confusing and perplex-
ing children with mono-ylables and diayllables of common use might
make them masters of arts. If there werc no silent letters used, I think
teachers and scholars would find their task a pleasure. 1 wish that
every attempt to facilitate the education of youth may be prospered
and every exertion rewarded. I remain with respeet &ec.
MARY A. BROUGHTON.

Almost every day furnishes new proof of the importance of a pronounsing
Alphabet, to settle the pronunciaion of Languages. Our corrcspcrdent C. 8.
of Lancaster says, that the French word pomme, (epp!e) in the example
under the head of ‘union of languages,” in No. 7, should not be pronounced
a'rt, but gt —1 am aware that the provincial dialect of
Jower Canada sounds the short u in this word, as C. S. would have it, in-
stead of 4, as in far: but others sound it with the @. It is evident that the
pronunciation of the French Language is as unsettled as ours, and that &
will ever remain so, unless a perfect Alphabet should be applied to it '

Thirty eight letters will correctly represent the French Language
as the two sounds of th, arc not used in that language. In many words,
the French sound the vowels more nasal than the English: this naral rcund
may be expressed by a dot placed under the vowels. In some languages
the vowels are made to sound more guttural than in the English, which
may be expressed by a dot, placed under the vowels. By the aid of these
dots and the accents the new alphabet will correctly represent different
Languages. We give below, « the Lords prayer,” in Fnglish and Frenck
as furnished by our Lancaster correspondent. Some will doubtless call in,
question, the correctness of his French pronunciation.

Should pure philanthrophy induce some young persons to go to Lower
Canada, and teach the rising generation, who are brought up ignorant of
letters, to read with a perfect Orthography, they would confer arpcud
benefit upon that province.

The Prayer as prescribed by the Lord.
Dr 8L, 22C "LYVO LN NAV 5 NAALCIR 3€ T NAF—
T LORLF 2LFI—F U2t 3€ REN, ¢ £1L QRZ 2O 2Z ¢
WIVN—RYV £F TLF RAL DY RALL 3VIFR—~2N#2 DT
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LV £F DN OVIFIRAFLZ, RZ 1€ SDYVHKLYV % F2RD

OYIINES AEINFTD £F . ANTR ACR £F NTD 2NI7 DI4.

ODLEN, 3D RELLVY £F 81LF €L 8DV HN 2Z I£

'32”“-7/, 2 PRI, ANR P2 BLOVL , 8D VIV —AIIN—
La Priere commea ete prescri- de S-igneur.

NODY RI¥-F, 28 X O FE-UY* 000 NI SVt FDIO
028-2-° Q00 1AN, VEIN' 3T VO'ALTX-OA FU1l §3)
VIO LD IRYr 28 0 JE-UN TOREL TNEZ 0N
RIUE N0V RM'T 20-09-1‘1_2-3. RL-RONE N NOZ 0
SVNF 2L N TL-TRO-NLI' ZD F2I1Z 28 Nk ZDX
O0-8D0-FX A NL NEZ R0RVE€ IV QDI, CDIO-ID-
FEt0 fa ez ﬂ(l'%é”’?‘ K27 17Ul 2T DNV A
Ll YAN A AT REEFIN A LU HLONRY O FJE Al
r»O F€ -A-21 AN FE FI'L o€ —

Y€ L2V 780160L30, 2Z 2O ZAF O £y PRIVENZILULALIIR

We take the liberty to insert the following letter, as we presume
our rcaders will be interested in receiving an answer {o the inguiry it
eontains; from the experienced and philo:ophic ¢ Genius of the age  to

whom it is refered. ) )
Harvard May 12. 187°2.

Esteemed Friend: Yours of the 6 th Instant has been receivedy i L
have given the enclosed letter, from your Corespondent of New ¥:«:r, s
careful perusal. Tho I should think the Author of this Communica:i,
scholar, yet I was soine surprised to see that he advances the idea thst 4
Pronouncing Orthography, might be so simplified as to answer the pr:pas:
of a system of stenographic writing: he refers you to Gould’s system of -i.ant
Hand. That system, tho a neat & clegant hand is not so simple, in 5=
respects, as Stetson’s of Philadelphia: (called the Universal Writcr.) Pat
tho in stenographic writing, we drop all superfluous letters, and spell a-- ax_
ding to sound; (as far as we can be said to spell with the radicals of wer g
only;)yet to undertake to write with characters of this kind, so as te d¢
eate the full sound of words; as with your pronouncing Alphubet, o
to me at present, rather chimerical; and I think your .friend will wc: -
soon sce this object effected. It is, I admit, what many would admi:- ¢
if within the bounds of possibility: but notwithstanding I have studiec « -
erably on the subject, and consulted a variety of authors, not only ow i*«
geience of quick writing, but of the human voice; I do not yet see any .
cient cauce for believing that a pronouncing alphabet can be combirad,as 3 ir
correspondent proposes, with the art of stenography. I agree with hin ¢ =t
the letters for a new alphabet should be of the simplest construction possille;
but cannot see how a variety of characters, equal to the nwmbci f vo: a;
sovnds, can possibly be formed, on principles so cimple as those which con-
stitute the elemcmis of short hand wriling.
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Stenszraphers generally make use of about twen'y; only half the number
that your perfct pronouncing A’phabet requiras. These characters are
said to be << the sinplest in nature consistent with legibility: > they seem
to take up all the wimple strokes that can be made with the p-n. I will not
however, pretend to say what may vet be done, by this curious implement
of humaninven‘ion. Could the prononncing orthography, be in any way
eombined with th> art of gai-k wiiting it would doubtless, be an intcresting
and wonderful acqui iion.  But where is the genius of the age who can
furnish ¢ a key™ to <o zreat and useful an art? 1 would by no means dizpute
what your correzpsndert as-er's when he says, that our common letters
are clumsy and complex boih in sound and figure; yet I think there is ne
quesiion but that the Englich Alphabet might be much simplificd and inm-
proved; even without rendering it uninteligible to common readers.  You
will b~ plea:ed to learn that this desirable object has been in some degree,
already cffected.  The poroon to whom I would take the liberty to refer
you, for this admirablc inprovement in so uscful a branch of education, is {
believe, a3 far as he is knawn, the most celebrated for instructing in the art
of penmanship, of any teacher in the United States. His name is Horatie
Bristow; said to be from Regent street, London.  He has within a fow years
past, taught the art of writing, with great success, in several Cities of the
Union; and is now, I understand, in Pliladelphia. I once saw in hisoffi e,
while he was at Bo.tou, specimens of his system, and of his pupils improvc-
men*; and was fally convinced that his plan was far superior to any thing of
the kind ever produced in America. But itis not merely on account of the
simplicity and elegance of his system, that I would wish to refer you to its
fngonious & celebrated Author; but because heis himself, also the inventep
and teaeher of 2 new system of short hand. This he assured me was per-
fectly original; and indeed hiz common hand, compared with the most popn-
Jor American systems, I might almost say, 'seemed scarcely less so. Fop
these reasons, I must conclude that friend Bristow is the most proper person
to whom you can submit the enquiry of your correspondent of New York.

And should you send a copy of the interesting work which you arc now
publishing, it would no doubt appear to the London Writing Master, as cer
tainly it has to thou~ands cf others, to b2, what it professes to be, ¢ Something
New under the sun: ” and whatever may be his opinion respecting the refor-
mation you propo-e in the science of letters, there can be no doubt that 1e
will favor your readcrs with his opirion, on the subject which you subumit
to his particular decision.

The Inquiry under con:ideration is just this: Can the letters of a perfect
Alphabet (consisting of forty characters)be so constructed and used as tq
answer the purposc of a system of stenographic Writing? Wishing you
the utmost success in your laudable and divintcrested exertions to intro-
duce an easy and convistent system of education,

4 remain yonr friend &ec.

Michrel H. Bagtop -LORENZQO D. GROSVENOR,
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TO THE SCMOOL COMMITTEE OF HARVARD, MASS.
Respected Friends;
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“CADMUS” continucd, from No. 7 page 60.

Now, the recader, will not understand mc in these remarks on the leard-
ad langzuages, as making any oljection to the study of them, if conducted
in a consistent manner. But who will preténd, that it is consistcnt, te
regaire every child, that receives the least advantage from written language
to contribute, I cannot say 6ne tenth, but one half, or two thirds of their
study in orthography to the support of these letrned languages, and for
w':n; reason is unknown to thousunds, (To be contirued. )

7=1Ve regret the occas.on of stating, that a mistake in this No.
Wiy alismvc}cd too late for corrcction.  The last eight pages being
priated first, were paged as tho they immediately succeeded .the lust.
Do, €omsequently, the two halves of this No. are paged alike:
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A REMARKABLE CIRCUMSTANCE.
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‘ AN EXTRACT
‘from a late valuable publication, by PHILJNTHROPOS; ou
WAR AND PEACE,

showing the ruinous policy of the former, and the superior efficacy of the
latter, for national protection and defence; clearly manifested by their
practical operations and opposite effects upon nations, kingdoms and people.
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«CADMUS” continucd, from No. 7 page 60.

Now, the reader, will not understand me in those remarks on the leara-
od languages, as making any olijection to the study of them, if conducted
in a consistent manner. But who will preténd, that it is consitcnt, te
reqaire every child, that receives the least advantage from written language
to contribute, I cannot say 6nec tenth, but one half, or two thirds of their
study in orthography to the support of these learned languages, and for
w'-'lu; reason is unknown to thousands. (To be continued: )

r7We regret the accas.on of stating, that a migake in this 7‘_{0.
whs discovered too late for correction.  The last eight pages being
printed first, were paged as tho they iinmediately succeeded Fheluﬁt
No. Consequently, the two halves of thiy No. are paged alike:

o
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A REMARKABLE CIRCUMSTANCE.
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AN EXTRACT .
from a late valuable publication, by PHILINTHROPOS; on
WAR AND PEACE,
showing the ruinous policy of the former, and the superior efficacy of the
latter, for national protection and defence; clearly manifested by their
‘practical operations and opposite effects upon nations, kingdoms and people.
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A PERFECT ALPHABET.

’ in which they Words in which they seund,
and for which they and for which they stand.
1 a raz
. »r 320
3 ANR ) o
4 WA d-ay ra
/4 Ch--rist 2040
evner G--od gz
wn 12e0Z
avre (73
o-we 0 L7770
00-z¢e (/74 wmarn
11 g-vo-d R zet
u--pon  LAVLN s--pirit  F72720
1 eye l WA
14 yo-u 1772 plea-s-ure g2,£9-1¢L7
ou~-r Vi/a che ¢ h cere
r—ight 949 i ¢ vezes
17|eul ,¢ l-ord A DYR y ¢ ce
18|um # 1IN whe 72, 22C
19/ un 22 weo w vz
20|ung 720 | b h--im e,

{7 Each letter is the invariable representative of a certaint
sound, or position of the organs of speech. ¢ ,72,2,%,, €,
2 2 0 ¢ 7and £, represent pure vowels. ¢, ¢¢, and 2,express
diphthongs. ¢, .4, #, 72, and 20 are semisvowels—Thesé with
¢ 2, and 4, represent a]l the vocal sounds in the English language.
&, 7,8 2,4 1, W, C, U, are breath letters; aspirate , hissing
&c. The sounds that the foregoing letters represent should be their
names, The italic letter or letters in the word opposite to éach let-
ter in the alphabet contains the sound of that letter, The letters
3 O 7” 2 6 %,sare mutes; they do not represent sounds, but
certain positions in which the organs are placed at the explosion of
air upoun the vowels, producing a vatiety of sounds, as ba, be, etc.

Each lett:r may represent the word opposite to it in the alphabet, if
writers choose. In the summary ofthe New Testament commenced in this

No. we shall use these abreviations. We hope our southern and western
fricnds will teach some of the ignorant Slaves and Indians to read it.

«Something New;” published, at Harvard, Mass. by M. H Barton:
twelve Nos. for one dollar: its object is, the perfection of English orthog-
raphy; by means of which, many of the useless letters and combinations of

Jotters used in the present system will be dispensed with; the difficulties
in spelling obviated; the uncertainty of pronunciation removed; and the arts
ofr ading and writing language facilitated more than one he.




SOMETHING NEW,.

PUBLISHED BY M. H. BARTON TWELVE NUMBERS For $l.

Vor. I. Harvard, Mass. 6 th mo. 1832. No. 9.

Prove all things ; hold fast that which is goed.—Bible.

The writer of the following very true and appropriate remarks, is fa-
vorably known in seversl states, as one of the most judicious school
teachers that our age affords.

New Lebanon, N. Y. June 4 th 1822,
Ksteemed Friend;

I received the several numbers of “Something New” which were

directed to me. I can say I fully approve the system, and wish you all the

success it merits. Had I received these numbers in my youthful days,
they would have been to me a treasure more acceptable than gold. 1 re-
Joice in the prospect of a useful revolution in the department of letters; not
for mys/elf , but for the rising generation, and for the future success ard
progress of the everlasting gospel of salvation which must yet be preached
to all nations. I have long believed, without a doubt or hesitation, that fhe
time would come when thetre would be a complete reformation in the pres-
ent chaos of human language. For as it is evident to us frem the testimony
of the gospel, that all the corruptions and abuses of the fall must underge
an entire reformation,(at least so far as respects the people of God,/before
the final restoration can be complete; so it appears perfectly reasonable and
eonsistent with Divine Revelation, that the corrupt abuses of human lan-
guage, whichhave been increasing in the earth for thousands of years, sho-
uld be reformed before the true followers of Christ can enjoy a pure lang-
vage. “Then will I turn to the people a pure language that they may call
apon the name of the Lord to serve him with one consent. > Zeph 8. 9.

This reformation of language will doubtless be a gradual and progres-
sive work ; and it secems right and proper that it should commence with a
reformation of the Alphabet, as that is the foundation of written language.

Tho it will not be consistent for me to turn my attention to this subject;
yet there are doubtless some promising young people among Believers who
will feel more immediately interested in promoting this improvement, and
who may be more useful in it than I possibly can be at my advanced age.

You have certainly discovered a principle which, so far as I understand
it appears to be a correct one. But time and experience, asin other new
things, will doubtless produce improvements in your present Alphabet,
particularly in the form of the letters. I might ruggest some whizh I think
would be useful; but as they would require new types and as your present
types are amply sufficient to display the princigle,pefann it wed we
unéfess to mention them:
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I must ackmowledge the propriety of your remarks respectingthe corres-.
pondence of the twelve pure vowels or vocal sounds and the twelve chris-
tian virtues; and also between the seven mutes, which derive their powers
of sounds from those vowels or vocal sounds and the seven moral princi-
ples, which derive their power and operations from the twelve virtues.

This correspondence is worthy of notice. It is said that at the time of
the confusion of tongues, at the building of Babel, thcre were twelve origi-
nal languages given to mankind, by means of which they were divided inte
different nations; and that the gradual corruptions of these twelve languages
has decasioned all the numerous tongues and dialects now existing on earth-.
This division is supposed to be alluded to in the song of Moses in Deut. 82,
8. It is also said that of these twelve original languages, seven can still
be traced and found among the nations professing the Christian religion,
tho like their religion, greatly corrupted, mixed and perverted—and that
the other five still remain among the barbarous nations, tho equally corrup-

ted and divided.
So after all our anxious labors in literature, we shall find it a confused

mass of good and evil mixed up together, aud thatit will need the fire of
the gospel to burn the chaff & save the wheat; to separate the gold & con-
sume the dross. Your only safe dependence is on the gift and providence of
God, whose favor is infinitely more to be depended on than the highest fa-
vors, and the most flatteriug approbation of all the world beside.

Michael H. Barton. SETH Y. WELLS.

«CADMUS” continucd, from No. 7 page @ 9 2

Now, the reader, will not understand me in these remarks on the learn-
ed languages, as making any objection to the study of them, if conducted’
in a consistent manner. But who will pretend, that it is consistent, to
require every child, that receives the least advantage from written language
to contribute, I cannot say one tenth, but one half, or two thirds of their
study in orthography to the support of these learned languages, and for
what reason is unknown to thousands. If they knew the learned langua-
ges, they might know by the orthography of the words from which of them
the different forms, and classes of words were derived, and consequently
might with more ease, trace out the affinity of one Language to another.

This is all well enough for those who can engage in classical study; but
why should they who can only obtain a common school education, be com-~
pelled to follow a multitude of principles, or rules, of the use of which, they
have no knowledge. 1 said principles, or rules buta moments reflection
convinces me that these terms cannot bejustly applied, to any thing so inco-
herent, and contradictory, as the orthography of our language.

But just as I had diped my pen to cross them out I recollected something
like seventy, or cighty, pages octavo in walker, all made up systematically
of more than half a thousand of these principles, and in most of our Fnglish
grammars -2 quantum suffi.it of their elements, consists of rules for spelling,
most of which, are ornamented with a numerous list of exception.

4 perceive then if we say that our orthgraphy is so confused a mass of lea-
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rned lumber as scarcely to admit the idea of rules and principles, we have
‘2 mighty array of great names against us. )

Nor is this all, it must be admitted that so long as our orthography remains
encumbered with the immense responsibility, of exibiting several thousands
of words, in so many ancient and diversified forms that a tolerable aec-
quaintance with them implies a general knowledge of the world, if not
of ancient history: so long these pretended ¢ rules and principles’ (all of
which might be comprised in a volume of moderate size, compared with
Flavel, Josephus, or Scott,) will undeniably be of real use to every English
scholar. Therefore 1 think they are not to be trifled with by any w
eonsider correct spelling, a useful attainment. :

But were the public once to become convinced of the vast, superior-
ity of the pronouncimg orthography, to the present arbitrary system, it
would be a source of wonder to the generation which should follow, that
a people, professedly enlightened, and civilized, should ever have con-
tinued so long in the practice of those barbarous customs, which are
in vogue at the present day.

Let us imagine for a moment, that a plain pronouncing alphabet had
been in use for fifty or a hundred years past; one that should spell from

. principle, every word as it should be pronounced, leaving nothing arbit.
rary to be charged to memory; and suppose, at thev same time, that some
persons who might have a high veneration for the ancient classics, and
for etymological study, should undertake to bring the language back te
a form, similar to what is now followed in our schools and Colleges;—
what reception, could we. suppose he would meet? Would not such an
undertaking be looked upon by the world, as an indication of madness or
jdiotism? Who could be disposed to drop a system that would make a learn-
er perfect in a principal part of an English education, in a few days, or at
most, in a few weeks, for one that would demand years, and yet never bring
ene in a hundred to perfection? But if it would be inconsistent to leave
a plain, easy, strait-forward course, for one that would be obscure perplex-
ing, and indefinate, must there not be a similar inconsistency in continuing
the one, after the advantages of the other have been demonstrated.

I am of the opinion that a pronouncing orthography, in some form
or other, if it should only become generally known, will bear the
sway. I have not time at present, for any particular remarks on the
forms of the letters; but it seems very desirable that all who are willing
to engage in this work of literary reform, should unitedly lend their asgis-
tance to the support of one system. That published under the title of
«Something New, > has undeniably a great advantage, in many respects
over any thing of the kind yet produced: I will mention a few instances.

First; the system is #o constructed that only one alphabet is required
{0 be learned, for print and for writing: when once the printed is under-
stood the whole is learned. Seccondly. The same alphabet is used for

Capitals & for small letters. The Greek & the Latin, it is true, have eaeN\
two forms of letters for this purpose: butthe Helrew und wome et Ngva-

bets have vot: and certalnly, there can e potes) W I ATTObe cniinmedt
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“ALL IS VANITY.”
{The following lines are printed on the opposite page in the new way.)
1 What can be more empty and frail,
Than all that this vain world can grant us?
Why then should its powers avail,
So often with hope to enchant us?
In vain do its prizes, when won,
Declare that our hopes are defeated,
For still by fresh objects lured on
We cherish what often has cheated.

2 This earthly existence we scan
Throughout all its various stages,
From childhood and youth “uwp to man”,
In oll his conditions and ages;
But know not what joy it can give
That half will compare with its sorrow;
Except that it leads us to live,
On bliss we’re expecting to morrow.

3 If fortune, with all her gay toys
Must shrink at death’s cruel ordeal;
If fancy’s so much boasted joys

8hall still, like herself, be unreal;
Pray what can this world then bestow

On those who for pleasure pursue it,
That can compensate for the woe
They share who are journeying through it?

4 If the brightest of raptures bright hours
So quickly by sadness are shaded;
If Pleasure,s delightfulest flowers
Scarce blossom , before they are faded;
Then well might the Preacher exclaim
While rap’d in the sad contemplation,
(Our song shall respond to the same, )
“All is vanity; all is vezation.”
RASALAS.
Harvard, June 1882
Very trne Rasalas—the utmost joy created objects ean afford is transient
and unsatisfying, yet let us remember, that the devout Christian feels a joy
that fills every aching void of his soul—a joy that emanates, not from crea-
tures, nor created objects, and which as firmly establishes his faith in the
being of a God, as in hls own. And, altho he admits the truth of thy text
when applied to the things of earth, yet the Divine influence that kindles
a fire of sacred devotion upon the altar of his heart, gives birth to 1
jike this,‘ “What Nothing earthly gives or can destroy,”

“The sauls c&lq m—nl:lue and the heart felt joy.”
Iy virtueg 9nze N
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A PERFECT ALPHABET.

2'-4 in which they Words in which they sound,
and for which they stand. and for which they stand.

] a ) araz

? r »r ut 3£0

3 ANR ot

4 0-v WA 2t/

a-ll I XA Ch--rist  20¢ 49
6 ev-neX G--od gz
7 ’ n ’ £20Z
vre 7£

9 o—-we 0 --or sBr
10 00-z¢ €z ) ?ar
11 g—oo-d 2R zeL
12 u--pon  £RIN FRNLY >
13 eye ¢ sh--all WAL
14 yo—u ew ; plea-s-ure g4 L)
15 ou-r Vira ch--urch  ggre
16 r—ight  9¢0 Je--sus  gezes
17|eul ,¢ Il-ord AR e
18/um # Nt wh-ich  22¢
19 un 22 neo itz
R0{ung 4290 h--im 2.

7 Each letter is the invariable representative of a certain
sound, or position of the organs of speech. ,72,2,%,?, €,
2 9 0 e 7and £, represent pure vowels, ¢, ¢¢, and 2),express
diphthongs. % ,.¢, #, 72, and 20 are semi-vowels—These with
¢ 2, and 4+, represent all the vocal sounds in the English lunguage.
L, %, %8 Z, 4.4 ¥, C, b, are breath letters, aspirate | hissing
&c. The soundsthat the foregoing letters represent should be their
names, The italic letter or letters in the word opposite to each let-
ter in the alpbhabet contains the sound of that letter. The letters
0 3 9 7~ 2 4 %,are mutes; they do not represent sounds, but
certain positions in which the organs are placed at the explosion of
air upon the vowels, producing a variety of sounds, as ba, be, etc,

Each letter may represent the word opposite to it in the alphabet, if
writers choose. In the summary ofthe New Testament continued in this
No. we use thzse abhreviations. We hope our southern and westera
frizn 13 will teach some of the ignorant Slaves and Indians to read it.

«“Something New;” publiched, at Harvard, Mass. by M. H Barton:
twelve Nos. for one dollar: its object is, the perfection of English orthog-
raphy; by means of which, many of the useless letters and combinations of
Yetters used in the present system will be dispensed with; the difficultice
in spelling obviated; the uncertainty of pronunciation removed; and the arts
of realing and writing language facilitated more than one half.

—



SOMETHING NEW.

PUBLISHED BY M. H. BARTON; TWELVE NUMBERS ror 9l.

i
Vor. I. Harvard, Mass. 8 th mo. 1832 No. 10.

Prove all things ; hold fust that which is good.—Bible.

It must, we think, be highly gratifying to the friends of literary reform
to learn that public attention is increasingly excited to a consideration of the
palpable inconsistences of the old orthography and the feasibility of a perfect
ene’s beingbrought into use, for the benefit of succeeding generations. Since
the commencment of this work, no less than four other new systems have
been laid before the public. We learn by a Boston paper that Friend Burn-
ham (one of our subscribers we presume, of Phillips Accadamy) has just
published an Alphabet of 36 Letters. Clark, of R. I. has published one of
forty eight. A person in Ct. has published one of forty three. And Will.a-
msof Exeter M.. has published one of about eighty characters.  About fo: ty
designed to express the simple elements, and the other forty to repres nt
syllables, such as Con, Com, Dis, Di, ing, &c. Hence he would represent
the word dying by two characters. It abridges printing much , but re-
quires double the time to learn it that mine does.

We have before noticed, Blatchly’s, Kneeland’s, and Burnap’s new
alphabets. We discover then that no less than eight new alphabets are
now before the public; all tending, doubtless, to arouse public attention,
and aid the cause of reform. Kneeland has probably expended a thousand
dollars, in attempting to introduce his. He has recently new modeled
his alphabet. He has droped two of his former characters and added twe
ethers ; one to correspond with our 72, , and the other to express shun.

CADMUS Concluded, from page 115.

The practice of having two forms for capitals and small letters has noth-
ing but custom to recommend it : large letters of the same forin, would an-
swer every purpose of capitals. This in some instances, is now practiced in
the common written alphabet; and we presume might as well be in the
printed .

Such a uniformity of characters if once rendered familiar to the public eye,
would, I believe , prove to be a great advantage in writing; and probably
render more simple and easy the art of printing. Such an improvement,
like that of having the same form of characters for print and writing, will
contribute very materially to facilitate the acquisition of the English orthog-
raphy. Writing and print, however, might still have this distinction, the
former might slant , and the latter stand erect,if Ioumd ‘o be casier o e
eye. Thirdly, your system has a decided advaniags over 3uy sk e stwesy
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in having a distinct character for every sound without the addition of any’
dots, crosses, angles &c, which is not the case with any other system, that k

have seen. Their authors, it must be admitted, have done well, to bring

this subject into notice; and to point out the disadvantages of the old system;

and they will without doubt, if convinced of the superiority of your plan_
combine their influence with you in carrying into effect the system which

you have presented to the public. Should you meet the encouragement
from the friends of improvement, which your laudable exertions so justly

merits; and should those whom your system is intendcd to benefit, have the

discernment to avail themselves of the great advantage it affords; there can,
be no doubt that it will yet be a lasting benefit, not only to the rising gen-

eration, but to thousands, and perhaps millions, who might otherwise never

experience the blessing of written instruction. And that such may be the

ultimate result is the sincere wish of,

Respectfully Your Friend,

M. H. Barton. CADMUS.
P.S. Would it not be well for the inventors of new systems of orthogra-
phy to call a convention, for the purpose of elisiting light upon the subject,
adjusting their differences and uniting in the support of one system.

C.
“We hope the inventors of new alphabets will answer the above qusetion. Ed.

e N2V VESEUVR MO LIF T2 1€ ANFLYZ O F£
WUNZ FD 2AEY R 2 DT A2FD LMRY TF QLOA 'L “Dit 2Z
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A TESTIMONY, .

In favor of Liverty of Conscience and Christianity, by LUTHER
CALVIN, FOX, PENN, WESLEY, DUNLAVY and
ethers, con‘inued from No. 9 page 120.
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«False religions, which obtain in the world, not excépfing
mahomatanism, are arguments in favour of the true; because however
men may vary and new model, mix and divide, evey one of these forms
must have had something from which to take its rise, as much as counter-

feit money, for the contrivance of which there could have been no motive
without the existance and worth of the true..

THE ORIGIN OF PRINTING.

To Dr. Faustus, of Mentz, in Germany, a man of great genius and learn-
ing, is attributed the invention ot PRINTING, inthe year 1444. Pcter
Shoeffer his son-in-law assisted him in perfecting this dizcovery, Ly inven=
ting the method of casting the types singly in matrices, or mould, siwi‘.¢
to what is practised at the present day. Having carried this grand inven 2

into operation in his own country to great advantage, Faustus theniju: -# . -«
ed it at Paris. Here he sold bis printed copies of the Bible for twe * .-
red and forty dollars each , which was but half the price for a manu-. i t

copy at that time. In consequence of this he was charged wi'h wit
craft. This was the ignoble contrivance of the French in order to piu:
him of his.invention. And the man, who by his genius and indu iy i
brought to light one of the most important discoveries the world Lu.
witnessed, and which will, as long as time shall endure, continuc «;
great fountain from which will ever flow the choicest blessings of ®..:....
life, was by the infamous parliament of Paris condemned to be burnei ux a
conjurer. The Archbishop of Paris, with all the seriousness and gravity i
a minister of the christian religion, pretended to believe, ¢ that Faustus
must have got the devil to assist him in printing or transcribing the bible to
enable him to sell it so cheap.  As ridiculous as this idea must have ap-
peared, for a christian minister to believe, that the devil should assist in the
pious work of printing the bible, yet it had its effect, and Faustus saved his
lite only by the disclosure of his invention to his rapacious accusers. While
this conduct shows the high estimation in which this invention was held, it
at the same time discovers the most detestable principles in the French
court, to jeopardise the life of a man, im erder to plunder him of
Ais invention . Wacfwl Cabinet .
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«ALL IS NOT' VANITY.”

Rasalas! whi dost thou komplan,
That lif iz vexing, empty, van?
And sa if things ar thus and so,
That «“al iz vanity > belo?

*Tis tru, al hoo van plezur sek,
Tha paut but vanity dorep;

Tho sumthing whisperz, (tiz not tru, }
That blis tha’l find, if tha pursu.

‘When natur ’s wery ov hur kar,
She seks for plezur far and ner;

. From ile to ile, from shor to shor,
Kreashunz work she duz explor:
S_he korts the rich, the grat § wiz,
Thar hapines in van she triz’,
Thenkriz alas! wharshal we go?
For <al iz vanity” be-lo..

*Fiz tru enuf , the path she goz

Iz pavd with anxus, feling woz :
And whi ? bekauz she’s gone astra,
From virtu’s path,and wizdums wa:
Haz left the road, that leds to pes,
‘Whar joys eternal do inkres ,

And choz the wa , that ends in strif,
Whar dwel the vanitis ov lif.

The trifling sol that livs in ez,
And nun but self atemts to plez,
Is tird ov lif, then doth koiaplan,
Ov fortun, plasur, fanse fam.

Hur sferis smal, and so ov kors,
It van bekums,—~no other sors

Ov hapines; but goz the rounl,
‘Whar murth and foly do abound .

9 Such joy the profit felt ov old,

But mark the nobl, genurus mind,
Hooz hart and motivs ar refind
From selfish vuz, aud van delit,
And iz jotent on doing rit!

Is it not blis such solz resev,
Hco do thar makur tri to plez?
And al thar {lo kreturz luv?
And nothing do that harm wil groov.

Iz it not joy tha find be-lo,
When tha relev the hart ov wo?
When al thar felingz sor abuv,

Al sordiid palf, and parshal luv?

1z it not plesur fils the sol,

That duz vil pashunz, her kontrol ;
Fel konshens kler from al remors,
And fol-o truth the stratest kors ?
Ye, her’s the spring ov endles joy,
Whar vanity kannot annoy;!

Her is a substens nun kan no,
Sav thoz hoo in this path do’ go.
Exsept we do the works ov lav,
We hav no klam to joys abuv;
But if the truth We do per:u,

OQur blis is sur,---for Cod is tru.
The hope, the kristchun duz posses,
Springs from this sors ov hapines
Andin this wa ar joys divin;
Whar we shal find a hapy klim!
In wisdoms wa thar’s plesar.tnes.
And al hur paths ar truth , and pes!
Hope fils the so!, and joy the mind!
Ov al that tred this path, devin.

a tresur mor than shining gold!

When raptin blis ov heavns burth, he triumft thts o'ral the erth!

“Altho the fi¥ tre shud not blo;
the flok al perish from the fold!

" «The oliv tre hur oil withhol;

frut on the vinz refus to gro;

10 «Ye! tho the fold shud yeld no meet, & al the hurd from erth retret’
«Yet in the Lord I wil rejois; with joy 1’1l raz a thankfnl vois!
«Salvashun too I wil proklaih , mi feet as hinds skip o’r the plain:

“«For tho no joy the erth shud giv,

We admit the foreroing answer to «All is vanity,”

forever doth mi Savyur liv!”
A LOVER OV TRUTH.
attempted to be

spelt as nearly as each word should bg pronounced, as our old orthozra-
phy will admit of (save the lack of a few Z’s,) not because we appro-
bate a half way course, but merly as further proof of the defection of the

old alphahet.

B —
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Vor. I. Harvard, Mass. 9 th mo. 1332 No. 11,

Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good.—kible.

We have recently been favoured with a visit from several of the Stu-
dents and Graduates of Harvard College.

Some of them appear to feel an interest in the cause of Literary rcform
as will appear from the following extract of aletter received fiom "wo of
them. They do not like some of our subscribers, say they have no' yet
learnt the New Alphabet. We do not expect any will take an interest in
S N. if they do not learn to read it.

We give the extract in the old orthography (zo that no one may neg-
lect to read it) though we received it in the new.

Chelmsford Aug. 20. 1832.
Dear Sir.

Having received from you a week since two No-. o

“Something New,” containing an explanation of your new -y trm
of Orthography, we feel great pleasure in being able to <ay, :[~ra
careful examination of the principles by which you have been w0y :n.d
in it formation, that we consider it in every respect preferable to he y m
now in use. Could its introductiou into common use, be, by any m.ans
effected, we believe you would deservedly take a high rank amorg the
benefactors of mankind, We are anxious to get some informa ion vpon a
point, which has appeared to us to be a slight departure from the xcneral
principles which have governed you in the formation of your Alphah.t.
We refer to the usc of the fourth character (‘z ) the sound of whi:h ;ou
have expressed by that of o as heard in the word of. This charact - is
also used to represent the sound of a in arm. It appears to us thur *he
two sounds of o in of, and a in arm, are sufficiently unlike each o:i: r ‘o
require two different characters to represent them. Also we con-iter 'le
character ¢~, as superfluous, since in every case which we can call ‘o
mind, in which the & i3 writtcn the sound of it is that represent-d Ly
the character @ —The same reasoning, it app.ars to us, will apply ‘o
the 7., whizh appears to us to be a compound of v2 and €. We su''mit
these reasons not without some hesitation, since your longer experitnce
in such matters inust enable you to judge more correctly, upon this subject

than we can do.
Yours With Respect, :
IO K. DARTLNET,-

Mr. Michael H. Barton. CHARBLES E. AONWMR

‘“
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Answer to the foregoing.

I am always pleased to reccive communications from warm hearted
resolute reformers. It will I think be difficult to decide the little contro-
vérsy that appears to exist between us relative to the sound or sounds
represented by o _in of and a in arm, without a personal interview; as
it may be that we differ in pronouncmg the word arm. I have not been
able to discover any difference in the position of the organs in making the -
sound of o in of, and a in arm. There is doubtless a long and short
quantity of the vowel ’z: but my organs of hearing, have not as yet been
able to distinguish an intermediate sound between ‘z and 29. Though
many of my friends have excrted their organs of speech, with a view of
communicating such a sound.

I am apprenhensive that six of the letters of my Alphabet express
compound sounds. I have arranged them below with their constituents
directly under them.

& 7 [ae L"‘“' 72N A/ ﬂ\/]?« [5] L4
LNl 22 22 a2 EeTee o) w7 Ltsjo'w

If th( foregoing lettes are compounds, and 4£, and g represent the same
sounds that ¢¢ and 2 do, we have but 82 simple elementsin our lan-
guage, unlegs yon are correct in supposing the existence of a vowel not
represented by my Alphabet.

THE ORIGIN OF SHORT HAND WRITING.

The original invention of short hand writing is not attributed exclusively
to any of the ancient fathers; but the art is said to have been known and
practiced by individuals in most of the civilized nations of the earth. The
Egyptians, who, it is well known, were early distinguished for their learn-
ing, invented the delineation of words and sentences by hieroglyphies.

1t must not however, be supposed that this curious specious of writing
was originally designed for the purpose of short hard. TFut in course ot
time it was rendered a very concise mode of writing; as only a part of the
symbol or picture was drawn.

After the Egyptians, the Hebrews adapted a method of quick writing
by substituting the initials, the finals, or reci s for whole words; and
various combinations of these characters, sometimes represented a sen-
tence. They appear to have been peculiarly fond of this species of writing
and added to it the invention of arbitrary charactcrs to represent impor-
tant, solemn, or awful terms.

But the Greeks, it is said, first brought into general use the substitution
of arbitrary characters for short hand; and tkis invention has been ascribed.
to Xecnophon the philoropher and histerian.

te Romnans soon availed themselves of this plan of quick writing:
Bishop Wilkins mfoxms\us that Enneus the poet was the inventor of a
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aew sy-tem., eonsisting at the first commencement of his teaching it, of
eleven hundred arbitrary characters; to which he probably added many
more. The system was considerably improved by Tyro, who recorded the
speeches of the most celebrated Orators in the Roman Senate. Gruterus
has preserved for our information the notes of this writer; and it is asserted
¢ +at Cicero, who was cotemporary with him, was himself an instructor of
this useful and interesting art. This circumstance may seem to account
for the fact that a large portion of his unrivaled speeches has been given
to the world.

Titus Vaspasian was enthusiastic in his admiration for short hand; and
exerted his influence to convince his subjects of its vast utility in preserving
and transmiting to posterity the learning and eloquence of their orators.

He is said to have practiced this mode of writing, not only as a private
convenience but a most interesting amusement.

Seneca the philosopher, probably carried the art of swift writing by
characters, the fatherest of any writer on the subject: his system comprised
about five thousand. These, if used on the same principle that arbitrary
strokes are at the present time, must have been sufficient to represent
twenty or thirty thousand words.

" Plutarch tells us, in his life of Cato, that the celebrated speech of
that patriot, relative to the Catalinian conspiracy, was taken and preserved
in this species of writing.

The professors of short hand, by recording with great accuracy the
language of this orator raised the art at once to a high repntation. The
orators, the philosophers, the dignitaries, and nearly all the rich patricians,
then took for secretaries note writers (i. e. stenographers) to whom they
allowed handsome pay. The republic and the government of cities also
maintained at their expense these sccretaries.

Wi'hout detaining the reader to pursue the hi:tory of the art as it was
practiced by the notariesin Europe who succeeded the tabellions of Rome,
we will notice in short, the origin of what may be termed modern short hand.

The first publication on the subject, of which stenographers profess to
have any authentic information, was from a Latin manuscript, bearing
date of the ycar 1415.

The earliest English treafies on the subject, appeared in 1588; under
letters patent from Queen Elizabeth, to whom it v as dedicated by the title
of, «“Short and Swift Writing by Characters.” This work was attributed
to Dr. Timothy Bright. It was followed by a similar publication, by
Pecter Bale, in 1591.

But no shost-hand Alphabet was produced previous to the seventeenth
century when Willis it is said, attempted reducing the subject to a
science—His system was publizhed in the year i6'8.

The writer, however, with whose name the improvement of this art
seetns most commonly identified, was Byrom, who first suggested the prine
eiple of excluding all vowels in the middie of words.

By thi- inven‘ion the door was opened for a numerous train of inprova-
ments in the science of quick writing. (TO B CONTIRWN®MD.y
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P. 8. The writer of the foregoing sketch would take the liberty to

suggest to the readers of ¢ Something New  that in learning the prin-
ciples of thi< work they must have considerably advanced (though perhaps
not aware of it) in the rudiments of the stenographic art.
* One primary principle in short-hand is to «pell according to sound: with
this the learner of the new orthography is already familiar. Anpother
principle laid down in this work, which may be of great advantage to the
short-hand writer, is naming the letters of the alphabet as they should
be pronounced in spelling or reading.

Thus, though no‘hing has yet appeared to show that the pronouncing
orthography can be combined with the practice of this art; yet it is certain,
that a person in pos-ession of the former may acquire the latter much
more readily for this knowledge; which consideration we presun:c, will
be the Editor’s reason for presenting this article to his readers should
he think it worthy an insertion.

A TESTIMONY,
In favor of Liherty of Conscience and Christianity, hy LUTHER
CALVIN, FOX, PENN, WESLEY, DUNLAVY and
ethers, continued fron No. 10 pare 136.
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TO SUBSCRIBERS.

{G=As the Editor contemplates visiting the west, N. Y,
Pa. &c. ;and is expecting to close accounts with his friend at
Harcard Mass. by whose aid he is sustained in com;l-ting the
work, he would respectfully request those of his patrons wio

have not yet paid their subscriptions, to forward the same on the
rcception of this number,

Some valuable communications received too late for this number, shall
apprar in our next.

A brief history of the art of short-hand, is given in this, by a cores-

ponlont of this town'— We have examined the writer’s theory of “he
art and think it micht be ¢ Something New ”, even to th: p=u vi~al
stenoarapher. “Next to the art of printing, savs a late Lon'on pooor,

the art of short-hand claime the admiration of the world. It may be
called the triumph of human intellect.”
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A PERFECT ALPHABET.

H in which they sound, Words in which they
and for which they stand. and for which they stand.
1 a Rnraz
2 ”r b-ut 3£0
3 2ANR i-o [9./2
4 - v d-ay =
S5 y /X Ch--rist  27¢ 50
6 ernixo 26 G-od grm
-n Ln .27 th~ings 4,270z
8 20 1€ 28 th |7 th--e 7e
9 o—we 0 29 fe . 8 SDr
10 ooh|ce oo-ze «z 30 ve ¢~ v--ain Tan
11 ouh| 7 g-oo-d $r= 31 z | z'z-eal zes
uh! g u—-pon gnem 132 s l:;gs—-piri! FNLYLS
it eye 2 133| she' 7.3h--all UL
14 ue [t yo—u €W 341 zhe: pplea-s-ure n.2nUP
ow | 29 ou-r Dr '35 che: p:ch—-urch ggre
ur [ r-ight 2¢O 36| j !y |Je--sus  gezgs
17y ul l¢ l-ord  yDre 37|y 'g'y-e ce
18| um| # m-any 2Nt 38| whe! 2, jiwch-ich 22¢C
19| un (722 n—ot 7o 39 w !o-iu,---as vz
20jung| 20 4290 [40] b | s2,h-im el

({7 Each letter is the invariable representative of a certaiz
sound, or position of the organs of speech. «,722,2,C,D, €,
2 2 0 @ 7 and g, represent pure vowels. ¢, ¢, and 2),express
diphthongs. ¢, , ¢, 72, and 0 are semi-vowels—These with
€ 2, and ¢+, represent all the vocai sounds in the Englizsh language.
L, 7,09 2,4 W, 2,.0, are breath letters, aspirate | hissing
&+, ‘The soundsthat the toregoing letters represent should be their
nam>s. The italic letter or letters in the word opposite to each let-
ter in the alphab-t coutains the sound of that letter. The letters
@ 3 O~ 2 bH F.are mutes; they do not represent sounds, but
ceriain positions in which the orsaus are pliced at the explosion of
air upon the vowels. producing a variety of sounds, as ba, be, etc.

Each letter may represent the word oppo-i‘e toit in the aphabet, if
writers choose. In the summary ofthe New Testament con‘inued in ‘his
No. w2 us2 th::z abh=»vivion.  We hope our southern ani western
friznd: will *ea~h son> of *h> iznorant Slaves and Indians to read it.

«Smeth'ng Newr:" pndbli-hed, at Harvard . Mase. by M. H Ra-ton:
twelve No . for one dollar: its ohie~t iz, the pnrfn(-’ion of Encich erto-~-
raphiy: v means of which, manv of the wsel~sz letrers and combirions cf
letter< nsed in the present system wi'l “e di-pen<ed with: the diffien"i-¢
in :p Yinz ohviated: th2 unc rtinty of p ounn i ian removed: and the v €
of ->2%inr and w-iting 'ancnac.- fa ilicated mor~ *har on !N




SOMETHING NEW.
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-

0 *
Vou. L. Harvard, Miss. 10thmo. 1332 No. 12-

Prove all things ; hold fast that which is good.—Bible.

We continne to receive a sreat number of recommzndafory communica_

) tions, which we have no room to insert. Those friends of literary refor .
who have kindly extended their encouragement, will accept our sincerest
acknowledgements. Ofa lengthy and interesting letter from a fricn!in
Kentucky, our readers, we doubt not, will excuse the following extract .
After observing ; ¢¢ The variety of sounds given tosome letters &c ,and the
discrepances of pronunciation, have been judiciously pointed out by som~
of your contributers to ¢ Something New, > and making several remark-« on
the feasihility of a new orthography &ec. our Kentucky corre pondent |ro-

cecds as follows.
Whether the scheme  you have givin of a peifect alplabet,is precis-

ély cqual to the number of simple sounds, 1 am notableto ay; bz ause
not having an ear sufficiently accute to distinguish all the notes in the
“maick of language,” I will have to leave the decition to'ime, under
the pa‘ronage of a discerning, and I would hope, lib:ral publick.

But as far as I can judge of its merits, it appears to display much
ingenuity &ec.

. The work you have in view is a praise-worthy undertaking ; and if
it succeeds, will be productive of thLe n.cst iu.pcrtant consequerces to the
whole human family . But should your labour in the prescnt instance
be lost, you will have the cheerinx reflection, that your motives were
good, Should you succeed every real philanthropist ought to rejoice.
But—

¢« Virtuous minds are pleas’d with doing good,
Tho the ungrateful subjects of their favors

’

Are barren in return.

As you say your alplmbet is applicable to diffcrent languages,

its universa! adrp-ion would be the means of enligh'ening the mind , ol tye
ignorant of all nations ; and conveying to the present uncivilized part of map-
kind, truths which would check their vices, improve their morals, and tend

to amcliorate their condition in every respect.
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Christians, too, of all denominations, would derive incalculable advantages
from th: universal reception of your perfect alphabet; as it would be an in-
gtrument in their hands, of opesing and maintaining an ;asy communica:ion
with nations of different languages; and paving the way for more “ peace

on earth and good will to men. >

And, as a secondary means is the pro-
cess by which the Almighty brings about the accomplishment of his des-
j&ns, it does not seem unreasonable, that while he is making instruments
of the elements through the azency of man, to bring distant people and na-
tions, as it were, nearer together. by the increased specd of cen.n:unication
both by land, and by water, he should at the same time, use ueans through
the same agency, to open such a commerce oi religious feeling- and exchange
o” religious views, among mankind, that finally, they will simultaneously
entorinto a copartnership, and fellowship, in the great work of a common sal-
vation.

And last, though notleast, the Believers in Christ’s second appearing
( the Millenial Church, of which our correspondent is probably a member,)
would hope to obtain their share of the blessings that would be derived from
so great a gift ( the perfect language ) bestowed on mankind. Then, when
““ many nalions should come up to the mountain of the Lord, and to the
house of the God of Jacoh, to be taught of his ways and to walk in his
paths,” they would be instructed, through the medium of ¢ a pure lan- .
guage, that they might call upon the name of the Lord, and serve himx
with one consent; when ¢ the glory of the Lord shall berevealed and
all flesh shall see it together. Your Friend .

M. H. Barton. . PETER JUSTIS.

THE ORIGIN OF SHORT HAND WRITING CONTINUED
from page 147

That the reader may judge in what estimation the art of quick writing is
held at the present day, we select the following testimonials from respecta-
ble writers, both of Europe and America ; some of whom have had a practical
experience in the art.  The numerous advantages arising from the poactice
of stenography, are eloquently set forth in the following bri:f extract from

the introduction to Byrom .

A practical acquaintance with this artis highly favorable to the impro-
vement of the mind, invigoraling all its faculties, and drawing forth all its
resources, The close atlention that is requisite in following the voice of a
speaker induces habits of patjence, perseverance, :md watchfulness, which

will gradually extend theimselves to other pursuits aud avocations, and at
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length inure the writer to exercise them on every occasion in life.

When writing in pablic, it will also be ahsolutely necessary to distinguish
and adbere to the train of thought which runs through the discourse, and to
ehserve the modes of its connexion. This will naturally have a tendency to
endue thc mind with quickness of apprehension, and willimpart an habitu-
al readiness and distinctness of preception, as well as a methodical simpli-
city of arrangement, wkich cannot fail to conducc greatly to mental super-
jority. Tue judgment will be strengthened and the taste refined ; and the
practitioner will by degrees become habituated to size the original and
Jeading parts of a discourse or harrangue, and to reject whatever is common-
place, uivial, or uninteresting .

« The facility it affords to the acqui-ition of learning, ought to render it
an indispensable branch in the education of youth. To be enabled to trea-
sure up for future stuly, the substance of lectures, sermons, &c, is an ac-
complishment attended with such evident advantages, that it stands in no
nced of recommendation.  Nor is it a matter of small importance, that by
this Art the youthful student is furni-hed with an easy means of making a
number of valuable extracts in the momcents of leisure, and thus lay up a
stock of knowledge for his.future occasions.

The memory is also improved by the practice of Sfenography. The
obligation the writer is under to retain in his mind the last sentence of the
sp('-akcr, at the same time he is attending to the following one, must be
*hizhly beneficial to that faculty, which ore than any owes its iniprove-
ment to exercive. And so much are the powers of retention strengthened
and expanded by this exertion, that a practical Stenographer will frequently
recollect more without writing, than a person unacquainted with the Art -
eould copy in the time by the use of common hand.

GAWTRESS.

Few persons in our country(says the author of the ¢ Analytic Guide )
have ever scen a system of stenography ; and fewer still have been able to
profit by the art. The individuals who have been succssful in acquiring it
have found aninterest in suppressing its dissemnination. But when we take
into con-ideration the variousimprovements which have been making in the
arts and sciences, within the last few years, we have reason to hope that
the day has nearly arrived, when the merits of thisinvaluable art will begin
to be appreciated ; and when it will emerge from its obscurity to assume the
rank reserved for it by the Sister arts, without which, a blank must still re-
main in the constellation of modern improvements.

Although the value of this art can be duly appreciated by none who de
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ro’ prsess it, still they must be wi'lfally blind, who do mot disccver, thatit
1o e ¢ ondered infinitely uscful, not only i the recording of pul lick dis-.
Courics, but in the saving of time, klor, peper, &e. With th Line, we
coa revord in a small space, a history of the passing events of the moment;
wrcth e the operations of an active imagination, what may be read, or even
the lanuaze of a public speaker, which, borne upon the wings of time, is
soon beyond the reach of human memory and without the aid of short hand
mnst frequently be lost forever.

Short hand aflid<, then, the most ready way of accumulating and pre-
scrving, for future sp-culaion andimprovim n , a fund of ureful informationl

By this means, an individual can accompli<h in ten minutes, what would
otuerwis¢ require an hour, and may carry in bLis poche, for his an:usement
«r edification, the epitome of an extensive library, or miniature encyclope-
d:a; and the contents of <uch a voiu ne may be d uly ripeniny in the mind, by
“hie gerdal influcrce of a frequent perurat ard con puwi-on with the sugges-
iuns of the imagination. Every young person, therefore, desirous of im-
proving in useful knowledge, should record in a common place book for the
pirpose, all such maxims, historical events, &c., as his judgment, the ad.
Vice of instructors or superiors may dictate, as worthy of recapitulaion
¢r preservation as such a cahinet may Le infinitely u< ful, when situa-
Len or circumstance forbid reso;ﬁng to the sources whence it was deriv®
=1, anl when time may have tarnished the lusire of original impressions up-
~aihe wind . But setting aside every other advunizge, the saving of time
“'on wouid be a suflicient compensation to all who believe wilh Franklin,
i cChne ismoacy. ” Beeilesall this, the practice of short hand, in re-

« ling pullic discourses, quickens and enlivens the imagination, and by

< ,ees expands and invigorates the faculties of the mind ; thus prepasing it
corcecive note and rewan long, whatever may be worthy of it- «xe1 1ns.

“'hese several advantages combined, have warrantcu a belief tha: the
«une has already arrived, when this art may with propriety be introduced iuto
ail oo schools 5 aud when every philanthropist, and every lover of science,
ougut cheerfully to uuite in forwarding the ¢ra, from which anacccleration
in the progress of human improvement may be so justly computed; and
fiom which, another gem may be numbered with the trophies of American
genins. ‘; ' GOULD.

1 should exhcrt all yourg n en to learn that most useful Art, Short-hand
Writing; an Art which, 1 believe, will one day be studied as universally
a< connon writing, and which will abridge the labor of penmanship, toa
degree that will materially Guicken the intercourse of human thought, >

T. CAMPBELL. Lord Rector of Glassgow Wniversity
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ITENMS. We learn with pleasure ‘that the subject of'a perfect A}
phabet has been introduced inte the American Lyceum. Dr. Weeks
of Utica, at ther last m3eting proved the following curious fact: Viz:
that the word phantom may be pronounced wrong in 3,839, & writ-
ten wrong in 3,023 different ways. This is a fair specimen (as the
Boston [,iberator remarks, )of ¢ the difficulty of pronouncing and
spelling our language with the present alphabet. |

One of our Agentsof N. Y. on receiving the eleventh No. writes thus:
¢« [ have looked on the prosperity of this cause with great interest— The
eredit of this work is rising & I have an addition of nmew subscribers.
Enclosed are $ 4. Enough has been written by able pens, to show the
jmportance of a reform in this science. Your friend and well wisher tg
the cause you have so nobly undertaken .,

EPHRAIM ENSBY.
ABNER PIPER Jgent.

From the Albany Evening Journal.
REFLECTIONS ON WAR.
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¥ HRR—LINIHRAAIL0 27 2 TeF HLO, o % ez
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COMMUNICATION.
The Atheist shown to be no Atheist.
For “Something New?”
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A SYSTEM OF SHORT HAND WRITING.

LATEST IMPROVEMENTS.

A correspondent of New York, some time since requested our attention
to the subject of combining the perfect orthography with the art of short
hand writing. Not being then acquainted with the art, we submitted the
communication to a stenographic writer who was familiar with our new «r-
thozraphy ; his opinion on the subject was laid before our readers in No. 8 ’
of this work. The writer however, that our readers may |udge for
themsclves, and those who choose, be furnished the means of acqumng
this useful and amu<ing art, has written us a new treatise enﬂtled
« Stenography made easy by the aid of which the language of a public -
sp -aker may be recorded as fast as delivered . ”

Presuming that the subject cannot fail to be interesting toevery lover of
scmnce, possessing any degree of litercry curiosity, we insertas muck o the
work as our limits will admit. ) ‘

The arii-'e commenced in No 11 entitled < the origin of short hand *
is from this work. The design of the author of this system, in adding an-
other to those already before the public, may be seen in the following ex-
tract from the

PREFACE.

It is with peculiar pleasure that the writer submits to the public, his im-
provements in the art of quick writing, as one «r-at ohjection, which 1. .-
hitherto more t' a1 all others prevented the disseni ation of this useful
and ‘n'-resting art. is by the present syst m, very m t ri.lly obviated .

We sellom hear it observed by those who attempt :h.. practice of short
hand, that they cannot wr.te it ; but stenograpii- w i ing masters often
hear their pupils remark that they cannot readit. But in the present work

by adling the inverted or transverse Alphabet, ( which when the other is
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learned is already aequired, )’and reducing the use ot it to systematic pris.
ciples, the reading, after the characters have become familiar to the learn-
er, is rendered tolerably plain and easy.

Thro the whole system, particular attention has been paid to this facility
of reading, while at the same time, it makesno addi:ior.al laler - u ricing 5
bu: in reality shortens the writing, by the introduction of a principle per-
fectly original .

Having arranged and practiced the characters under almost every form,
including the latest improvements of Piofessorr Goulg, Stetson, Dolge,

Towndrow, etc. the writer is confident that mo plan has yet appeared,.
which eombines so many real advantages to the practcal stenographer,
as the system now presented to the reader.

Those systems which use the semicirclein more than four different
ways, evidently render the reading much more indistinct, and require
more attention to write them correctly .

By the present arrangement ofletters, a much larger portion of words-
is represented by a single character; and on this plan, the words so re-
presented, are recalled more easily as the letters are possesed ofa double
power, of expressing both the vowel and consonant sound ; while in any
former systemn, they could express but one.

As all words (a few monosyllables excepted ) consist of vowels and
consonaats, this principle is of extensive application .

Several other advantages might be mentioned to show that this system.
is decidedly an improvement on all that have preceded it; but the wri-
ter prefers to make some allusion tothe general uiility of the art.

On this point, much has been said with the utwost prepriety, by dif-
ferent authors, from some of whom extracts are made in this work .

One consideration however, which he dees not recollect to have seen
in agy treatise on the subject,. and which it seems ought not to be over-
looicd, is the advantage afforded to public speakers, of reviewing their
discources after they are delivered; which 1p cases of exten:puraneous
composition can otherwise be done, only by tae aid of the me:nory .

And in an age like the present, when Lyceums and debating societ-
ies are forming in almost cvery part of the country,it may well be ex.
pected that young men who wish to improve themselves in public dis-
. course, will be plcased and interested to encourage an art which may
contribute so materially to their own advancement. In every fieid of
public discourse, from the Lyceuuu to the hall of na:ional legisiation this art
may be ofincalculable benetit. Aund, as a late writer very justly observes,
¢ The rapility with which 1t enables a person to comnmit his own thougl:s
ta the safety of inanuscript, also renders it an object peculiarly worik, .i
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regard. By this means a thousand ideas whigh daily strike us, and ‘which
-are lost before we can record them in the usual way, may be snatched frum
destruction, and preserved till mature deliberation can ripen and perfact
them” This remark may he made with much propriety to those who are
applying themselves to composition, whether in English, Latin, French
or any of the modern languages. .

Of several professors who have published systems of stenography, each
writer has expressed his anticipation that the work which he was to lay
before the public, would become a permanent system. Buttime will show
that such an ' xp ‘ctati-n: i utterly chimerical .

Nor is it nece sary that a sys‘ewmatic uniformity should prevail with all
professors of short hand . It is only requisite that the simplest characters,
consistent with legibility, should be used, according to the true principles of
the art; for scarcely any theory can depend more, as Rees observes, on opin-
ion and practice . The greatest improvement for whichthe present system
claims the preference to those which have preceded it is, that it gives to
most of the letters a double power of expressing both vowels and conson-
ants; and frequently two syllables are expresced by one letter, as dislincll}
as they could be with more. To attain these objects, and render the rea-
ding more explicit, is thé primary design of introducing the transverse al-
phabet ; an improvement which, as it enables the stenographer to read his
manuscripts with facility, canoot fail to render this lopg-neglected science
more attracting to every friend of Jiterary and scientific impovement.

Since the above was in type, we have received, through the Allegany
Republican, a communication from an inventer of a new Alphabet, Rev.
MOSES HUNTER of N. Y. this system i3 inserted, accompanied of
eourse, by several objections to Something New. The writer evinces
an accute knowledge of the elementary sounds &c, and announces the pur-
pose of his enterprize with a degree of enthusiastic resolution which we can-
not but cominend in a literary reformer. His objections to S N .’ we
have not room to consider ; they will be refered to FRIEND BARTON,«
w0 i3 now ahsent. on a tour to the w2st. Butthe most intercs!ing feature
in this new system is, that »1r author has taken up the subject of combin-
ing the new orthography with the Stenographic Art. His views on this
point and the subject in general may be seen in *. following extract .

FRIEND BARTON : Many are asking my opinion of Something New,
1 can hold in no longer, I have received your Nos . hitherto and send you
$ 1. the subscription. Your main object is good and’ must prevail &ec.
—But to epen my heart to you at once without disguise, I <ay 1 am one of a

- TRIO who have had your main scheme in view for near 10 years, with a
actermination sooner or later to launch out and make the bold and henevo-
lent attempt to revolutionise the whole system of orthography in our own
and other languages. Now We propose a compromise, & propose to your
«choice several alternatives. 1. To adopt our scheme if you approve, publiva
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it in va1r $amething Vip. w'th avactly inerraced ameurt of patres-
age 5 and et us make thorm;gh work of reform. 2 Or we wiil agree to
meet you' wiih as many other liverary n.en from didferent parts of the T
S:ates, & the world, as can be induced to convene; 1o <etile and agree upon
a perfeet Alphabet, and characters fitest to be u<ed in chirogrephy and
stenography fcr Frglicl 2rd all c'Ler languiges; ard to Cevise the
best n.ethods of carrying it into u<e .

A 10 the query of your ro;-rc~po|.(3ent whether a suititle character for
stenozraphy and for ¢ on.n ¢cn writing can be expected ‘o ke found in one
and the <aine chara~ter, we are perfectly <ati<fied that it can and ought,
Andour ~cheme has accompli-hed it. And it is likewi<e suitable for print.—
Be not incred.lons—we t!ink we can convince yvou and all the re-t of the
thinking world, that [ am sp2aking 0oh~r truth. And no’ on!y <o. but ourchar.
ac.er i%as suitable & convenien® one for stenography as ever was invented -

The writer of thia sketch would forbear to express any opinion of friend
Hunter’s new sy-tem at present — We shall do by his as we wish him
and others o .0 by ours viz. practic: the characters till we are prepared
to decide. Our system of ~bori hind (1ot Lavitg room for all that
was promi<ed by the Edt.)'ozether with atitle page & index to Something
Newr, al:0 a newc Key to the Alphabet will soon be forwwarded to patrons

w 1> w2 hoe, will have the goodness to answer the printer s bill.
MOSES HUNTER.
ADVERTISEMENT.

THE «SOMETHING NEW” will be for sale hy MARSH, CAPEN
&LYON Bonksellers & Stationers, No- 133 Washington St. Bosten.
{7 Tiwe printer presumes that ncne of the friends of reform who have sub-
seribed for this work will fail to forward their subscriptions on seeing
the ticel’th No.completed. He did not expect at the commencement
to he repiid all the exp:nse which the work would be to him: but he
Lew - heliavad that any of those who have encouraged ¢ the bold and
lenovolent attempt to revolu‘ionise the whole system of orthography *
woull have the mjustice to take advantage of his well-meant exertions
tu <iin public attention to this important subject.

Bt s prohable that a convention will <oon be called and, (as friend
Hunter writes the editor, ) Something . unquestionably will be
done soon.” Whethes the system laid down in -Something New ” ig
to Leeene general or 10’y the work will be of great use in illustrating
the nature of human articulation: a sulject which has been quite too
nuch neglected ameng all classes of men. Another recommencation is
not to te overlookec.—the cy<tem of stenography; which we think has
been sufficiently recommended .

— —m——— roe—

Printed by 8, Blunchard Harvard Mass.
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STENOGRAPHMADE EASY; *

By which the leglbilily and expedition of the writing are muc.,
improved, on a principle perfectly™original &c .

.

The first object in the acquisition ofany written language, is a knowl-
edge of the characters by which it is represented.  These characters
" (a lew eastern languages excepted) consist of an alphabet, a knowledge
of wiiich is, of course the Girst ¢ thing needful . Tais remark will apply
to s enogrpry.  As the oaly dificully m weiting or readiog shore haw!,
will arise fromn the novelty of the characters, the lcarner must he aware
that t1: letters should be so indelibly fixad on the memory a+ to he
recolleccted without the least hesitation. His future proficiency wiil
depead much on the accura:y of his knowledge of these characters,
and the words for which they siand in the table.

DIRECTIONS TO THE LEARNER.

1. The learner will commence by writing the characters of the direct
alphabet, at the same time repeating to himself the letters at the lchi—
and the words at the right, for which they stand, till the whole are famiiiar.
2. Proceed in the same way with the transverse or inverted charac-
ters; and repeat while writing them, the words at the left till they are
equally familiar. 8." The prepositions and terminatious are next to be
committed to memery in the same 'manner.

Rules for making the Characters.

1. Make s to the right, t down, f or v and d downward, r upward,
(a hair stroke the reverse of d.)

2. Make k or g and n from left to right, ch aud g or j downwards.

8 <2 the circle first in all cases.

4. 1 o % i fiedin all case s axcep! the terininations ious and
orious, which always end with a hook.
Rule for joining Characters.

Make one letter as if no other was to be made, and without lifting the
.pen, nake the next as if the first had not been made ; observing that those
letters which cousist of a circle and line, may, in the middle of words, be
turned cither way, provided the line projects in the vame direction as in
the Alphabet. By combining the stenographic letters backwards and
forwards, a few times, according to this rule, with close attention to the
rules ahove, for making them, the regular com"ination of the Ietters is
learned, witheut any further iustruction, or examples.
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ALPHABETICAL CHARACTERS,
And the words they ieprescnt when written singly or standing alone.

Transverse.

sbsent, observe,

Messiah, ah,

all, always, almost,

am, him, ain,

spinion, opposite, appear,

how, now, allow,

display, survey, why,

either, other,

able, oblige,

appropriu‘c. approbate.

ious

} *984308UDAT,

c>\)S\J/Q\/'"' “92.01

7
4
a

orious

a

Direct.
a, e, i, 0
be, by, been,
do, did, done,
of, if, off,
God, good, give,
have, he, heart,

keep, could, company, .

'Lord, love, live,
O_I:me, my, many,

\/ and, an, in, answer,
P |peace, person, power,
/ |are, our, or,

is, as, his, us,

, “ou, union, unanimous,

(o)) N ‘who, with, whether,

te, unto, it, testimony,

¢ |except, exceed, example,

(/ ( %year, youth, yea, (ye)

[l 'slull, shalt, should,
’] f‘ ithe, them, they,

( !church, charm, chooee,

|
' Q .believe, belove, behold,

} /O 1"ove, pure, principle—al
-—
—_ ‘;:ensorious, victorious,

snscious, genius judicioys
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PRINCIPLES OF“STENOGRAPHY MADE EASY.”
Particular Remarks on the Vowels.

Haging learned to make the characters, and commited to memory the
words in the table, the lcarner will next attend to what may be called the
stenographic Orthography. The two principal rules which have been
given in all modern systems are, First, fpell as yer weuld praarce.

Second, Use no vowels in the middle of words. These rules may at
first, seem inconsist=nt with cach other, as no words can be - pelled as we
pronounce them, without vowels; and the learner may ask, If the vowels
are omitted how is the pronunciation given? The only answer that can be
given is, that when the con<onant is written, some vowel is always im-
plied or understood either before or after it. Thus, if you write the letter
b, in pronouncing it, you give the sound of the vowel e which makes the
word be; or the vowel may come before it, thus: eb, ib, or any other
vowel sound before or after it  All that is ueeded then, is to know which
‘side of the consonant the vowel sound should be given, and what that
sound should l:e. Asto knowing which side of the letter the vowel sound
shotld be given, the character’s being made direct or transverse, is
found an essential guide, by which to know whether the vowel is under-
stood before or after it. (Sec the Alphabet.)

Thove letters to which this principle is not wpphed, may bave the vewel
sound denoted by placing a dot before, or after them, at the beginning o.r
end of words: but in the middle, the vowels must be oniitted, and their
sound ascertained in reading, by a very slow and forcible pronuncialiun of
the cononants, observing ut the becinning of words, and for prepo~itions,
the different turn of the circle deno*es tne vowel  Thi- principle is much
easier than learners at first imagine; for as the vowels are few, it requires
but little attention to determine which vowel i< intended.

Of the inveried Alphabet.

It may at first seem incredible, even to those acauvainted wi'h the art,
but is not the les~ a faet, that by the inverted alplal«t an additior al
syllable, is ofton represented by precisely the same number of letters; only
by *urnins the circle, or quadrant, a diff>rent way; as the reader may see
by the following exzmples; Mortal, Imnoral; legible, illegible; mate-
rial, immaterial; lewal. llegal; late, elate; modest. imuwodest; mevea-

ble, smmoveahle; lot, al'o’; mo‘ion, emotion; probation, approtation
Timina‘ion ilhweninarion; &e., in al' of which there is no more to he written,
for the second, than for the first word: and often, the turn of *he circle
or the quadrant, at the icht or left, denotes a different word; ac ‘he
reader may see by writing the following words according to the alphabet
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Yetler, a'er; legible, @icible; loss, elce; tho, eath; broad, aebroad;
pinion, o i ion; live. olive; mighty. empy In fLi- marner of caching
the vowels, particular atten‘ion should be paid to pror ouncing the con:o-
n.nis (in deciphering) full and plain; giving the veowel counds on the
same side as the circle or qnadrant. And by this means alo, when the
letters s'and alone, for words, they are much more easily known at sight
than when the vowel is not denoted.

Rules for omitting and exchanging letters. BN |
L. All the vowels, except U, are represemed vy a dot.

1I.  Cis rejocted in short hand; heing always exactly the same as k or
# its hard sound as in court, cloud, is denoted by k; the soft sound ,as im
sease, celestial, by s. ’

flI. Use the character for ¢k when these letters have their natural
sound, as in chkarm church; but when ch have the sound of k as in
Christy chirography, use the k; al~o when ch sound like sh, as in cheise
e¢handelier, let gsh supply their place. Stenographers have given to ch,
their most usual sound; br* in words of Greek, or of French derivation,
(a9 above,) the learncr & ull be careful to exchange ch for &, and sh,
to prevent confusion. Pay auention rather to the sound of words, tham
the common orthography.

I1V. Gh should never be written together.  When they take the sound
of f that letter isused. Ez. rough, rufi enough, e-uf: when <ilent
as in light, though, omit them; noting only the prepcr sound of the
words. thus: lit, (or It,) tho. When gh sound like g, as in ghost, use
only g thus; gst.

V. In words beginning with mn, pn, ps, cz, $c. ,the sccond of these
letters only are used. Ez  mnenonics p:l(:l:lu‘.l.i(.:.'? pealm ezar.

VI. B, d, g, h anl w, may be safcly omifted in such wordz as the
following: remember’ rmnber; friendship, frushp; length, ath; dLankful,
thnfl; answer, ansr, etc. |

VII. The preterits of verbs endingin ess. or ped may be expressed by
t. Lx. expressed, xprst; caressred, krst; wrapped, rpt.

Vill. The letters cks, ks and cts, way be calicd x. Ezx. rocks,
rx; works, wrr; acts, ax. -

IX. When ¢ precedes t'on, it may be written z, az in reflection,
reaction; rflrion, rea.ion; the ion being expressed by the terwinational
character,

X. Ph cound li%e fiand <hould a'wavs be represented by that letter.

Ex. phan‘om futm; Philadelphia fldlfa.

A, aw omay .uppy the piace of qu.  Ex- query lawrery.

Scveral of th ahove ehan e. v optonae with the leainer; but all
Joi.ers, ei.her s.lent or superfluous should be ouwitted ’
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Pules fr promoting lexi” I'%y.

For the sound of z, make s thicker; for the ~ound of zh. (denoted by s
in pleagure,) make. sh thicker; make d  hicker than r; which will be of
course as the 7 is made upward, and d dvwnward; make v thicker than
Jf; make g thicker than j. or g soft, as in gem; make the th a: in
thou thicker than th in f.in; make k ihicker wan g3 or, what is better,
use kw in plice of qu.

For a diphthongal round, as in rcw, cu', make tle dot larger.

Relative Position of the Vowels, Prepositions, and Terminations.

When the vowel is to be expressed by a dof, or » comw.a, either at the
beginning or end of a word, the learner should be careful to place it so
near the word that it will not be taken for a single vewdl. ané.on the
other hand, when a single vowel is intended, not to place the dot, or the
comma <o near the word as to appear to belong to it. Begi <1 should
always allow a con:iderable space belween th wo ds, as the writing will
be more easily deciphered; but pariicular attehtion should be paid to
giving the vowels> when written separately fiom the word ,a sufficicnt s pace.
But as in the middle of woics the vewels aie Lot ured, the consonznts
should he joined together, (a« lettersare in common writin«.) vnd tl e pen
never lifted in a word, except to write a prepo-ition, or vowel, at the be-
ginning; or to make a termination, or a vowel at the end. Thus, in pre-
detarmination, pre isa prepo-ition, denoted by the character pr, and
separate from deterwminativn; the tion is a termination denoted by a dot
placed over the word; which of cour-e requires the pen to be lifted
the same as in common writing to dot the i, &c-

To show the relative po-ition of the vowel, take the word adieu thus
& d ieu; the ais denoted by a dot placed hefore the d, the deu being the
s»tnd of u, i< expressed by a comma at the cnd, thus; au. In deter-
mining which vowel the dot is intended to express, the lesirci n.ay derive
some assi~tance, by placing it, when for a or e, above the line, for i, on
th: line, & for o, below; thus: ‘A or E -1 .C—Long & short U may
be known thus: long, ‘Ulite short ,Unjust: Uis slways long
when writien alone. The dot when placed alone is always A I or O;
as no other vowels stand for words.

Punctuation.

The period and. the comma, being used for letters, are not used for
pointing. As the comma is a very easy and distinet laracter, it repre-
sents the letter u; and when separate from any word, stands for ycu, un-
ton or unanimous. Itis seldom necessary to punctuate much in thort-
hard. There should be scme means hcwever. ‘o denote a period. Scme
prefer leaving a space of half an inch; which would answer the purpose ;
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but as seiactimes in Pllowing a rapid speaker, we may wish te leave a
SU0:L Dl i ¢ better pernaps to denote the period by a little cross; thus
X Tas ees ol ihe point-, (except the colon which spells highly or holy)
iy e Used il necessary.

The l:arner i3 requested to write in short hand the following lines
exhibitng the omition of the vowels . and silent letters? &c.

vv sn tho b a ch'd in years
Lfs jiny riw rf;

by ihat uf our hps and frsy
JAre shmzy things enl.

DI’v <n the smpl rl the wz,
The ‘w.d aw the brv:
Ag bl ag sten dth spvy,
W1 youth sppld the yrv.

Y'ven the pth of flly strwn;

R With all the Nwrs of tst;
W'l the In wk of vrtu shn,
A trry wet. —

I’v sn hw f v’s "ip dks,

Wi hlf as years in<rs;

- <1 the good mn end his dys,
. JAnd lo; hs end w3 peace.

Vrtn aln kn mrk our #tion evn,
JAnd pz ourfrtn by the skl of bva.

SPECIMEN.

,&\/\/6"—(‘ o~ ]~

“Biut fixed his word his saving power rema'ils; .
Thy realin forever lastsithy own Messiah reigns.

CONTRACTION.

A ‘ew other words than those placed in the table: maybe represented
by a single senegraphic letter; as k for characters, w for world; h far
hunlre l" th*housan!; &e mfor mankinds 1 for language; or whatever
woeds the w-iter may aei-h to contra t: only bydenoting by a little
mark acro-: fhe lottare. that a different word isintended. from those in the
tahlx. Fora repetition of words draw a line under them: &csor ete is denoted

thus:. b
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PREPOSITIONS.

Examples.

2
above,

bound, bount,
;ab, ob, abs, obs,
distin, discom, discon,

\for, fore,

gener,

/N9 P

ag3re, aggra,
» ) hypo, hyper,
”~~\ rcon, contra, coniri, con-|

tro, -ounter,
G~ multi, magni,
Q_ imper, impli,

, in ro, enter,

. palpi,
opper, oppo,

recoin, recre, recri,

, super, circum,

l temp, trans,

(. lexter, ertin, extra,

/0 e, pro, practic,

N\ 1inta, ante, anti,

hefore, afore,
o

under, .
0 1

' up,

doiwen.

" |distin- uish, di

_|before, beforehand, aforesaid,

‘ |below, beneath, wunderstand,

ound'ess, bountiful,

abject, obtrude, absuive, obs 1ve,

Yy

mpose,
dihue,
for ake, forego,
general,
uggregate, aggrandize,
hypo‘hesis, hyperbole,
con‘er, contravene, contribute, -
controvert, counteract,
multi ude, magnity,

: ’
importance, impli-ate,
interpose, tntroduce, entertain,
posterior, palpitate,
opperate, opposite,
reconlite, recommend, recreant,
recriwination,
satisfly, supervene, circumstance,
tempest, translate,
exterminate, extindt, extract,
preceed, progress, practical,

antarctic, antecede, anti-limax,

after, hereafter,

above, abovecited,

up, wuphold,

downcast.
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TERMINATIONS. Ezamples.
b!‘l A Yle, S ble,
“ : dant, dent, dom, |-cdundant, correspoudent, kingdom,
Y a\ ul, flict, flect, |faithful, corflict, riflect,
N .: )‘_{wsh, Ject, 'x‘inguish, reject,
‘) hend. hensihle, ompr. hend, comprchensible,
k /\ claim, clude, r-elaim, include,
wm G |ment, mend, r'zﬁ.ncment, commend,
D :\J.ness, ‘houghtfu'ness,
! / I'ary, iry, ory, ery, |vary, fairy, theory, very,
8 i‘-—- self, struct, himself, instruct.
ss i——lspect, scribe, soever|r: spect, sul scribe, Whosoever,
t ﬁ | |tend, test, wtend, attest,
w ‘ O) ward, forward,
y ;(/ ify, nify, deify, indemm:fy.
sk :C- ship, friend’ship,
jous |y lious, tious, cious, [i1getious, captious, €p-eous,
2 [ — |orious, labori-us,
ci " ltion, sion, cian, petifion, session, musician,
_2 ltions, sions, cians, |conditions, scssions, ]iraCﬁcian;,
—, [ing, ong, ung, hring, song. rung,
f‘—, ings, ongs, ungs, |sings, rongs, lungs,
E—\il‘z/,ality, elity,il.tydei’'y, reality, fidelity, agility,
——lal, shal, tial, _ |moral, marshal,
—ly, wa.aly.
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TO THE LEARNER.

The writer would take the liberty to caution learners, not
- to regard any seeming perplexity in learning, or cinbarress-
mentin writing short hand, which may appear at firsié as per=
severance and {requent practice will in a short tune render ihe
whole familiar. He can assure the reader from expenence 1hat
the art may be readily acquired without any personul insuue-
tion. The characters are much better learned by writing 1han
by reading then. lndeed itis of litle use for the begmnen 1o at-
tempt to read till he has written the characters sultic:autiy to
render them familiar; as it would be an exertion 1o arrive at
a given point without passing through the intermediate speee,
and a useless effort to uufold a mystery, which the excrcise
requisite for its practical application, would reveal of conse-
quence.

It 1s sometimes the case that two or three letters will ex-
press distinctly a whole word; in which case the con.n.on
letters may be used. Examples. xs, excess; sx, Esscx; sa,
essay; dk, decay: o, owe, ob; xic, ecsiacy; ez, easy; mg,
energy. A conunon letter, (made rather large, so as 10 be
distinct from the short-hand,) may also be used for the iitals
of a long word, as n, for notwitlistanding, addii-g the teinsin-
ation, lng. A stenograph;c s, added to the common n, may
stand for nevertheless.

CONCLUDING REMARKS.

We are aware that various opions prevail relative to the
perfect Orthography; aud that several systems are now befcre
the public; the best of wlich in our humble opinion, is con=
tained in this little volume; bLut whetber so wide a renove
from the common orthography as this system requies, will
finally be made; or whether a plan more nearly rescbling the
¢ wmon Roman type, like that of Alzer in the Pmnnum g
B 1: orof I r Webster. as furnished in his new Dictionary,
o something more improved thau either, will finally jrevail,
time will determine. And hcre we might make the passirg,
remark. that those who have become ac qmil‘iv(l with: the pro=-
nyinciig orthegra |l\ l.w;u-erall\ prefessed abciddlira
uniformity of pronunciation might be promoted l\ its i1 1ro-
ducuon; and the acquisition of an English education greatiy
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facilitated; and that, whether generally adopted or not, the
pzricet alp mbcet may be of inestunable benclit 10 w--se who
woh U acqaire tne earrect proaun oo of other  languages;
a grapaic representation bemg furnished for every elewentary
souud of the human voice. R

Aad now in taking leave of the readers of **Something New,”
we would respectlnlly sugzest the expediency of a co-opera-
tion among those wilo are desirous 1o sce a better systemn of
education brought into use. It is important that ail who are
friendly to the cause, should act m coucert; and forhis pur-
pose, every consideration of personal interest should be suc-
rificed to.the advancement of the general object.  The kdior
writes us that, in an interview, some days since, with Dr, J.
Rush.of Pa. , auihor of “The Philosophy of the human
voice,” he showed him an alphabet of his own; but oftered to
assist hiin in prosecuting “Something New.” We are not
yet prepared to say what is the Dr.’s “Philosophy,” of a per-
feet Alpbaoet; but bis Philosophy of the Hunsan Voice ougnt
to have a place in every school, and library.

Re:pzcting the syste.n of short hand adnitted into this work,
w> coasider it entirely a distinct system from the Perfcet
A:jimet; but trust that our readers will find it a v.luable
ad.ition to this work. We have not, it is ttue, been at the
expense of copperplate engravings; but what is wanting in or-
nament, is, we are confident, made up in the general utility of
the plan. We have seen several new publicatious on this art,
(one of which we are told cost the author hall a thousand
dbllars o ly with wood eugravings,) but none of then, in our
ca 1 did opinion, can be learned with equal facility, or practiced
with greater expedition than “Steaography made easy”.  In
p vlicwoss of this kind, it is of little consequence how many
€0 n: 1o the € npetitton; butas th an improved orthograpiiy,
it is aigaly desirable, that one general system should be lLeid
un ) the padlie: otherwisz the very advocates of reforin may,.
by their divisions, as one of the number very justly adnnis,
eventually “leprive the public of one of the mest grand wud
benevolent projects that ever yet opened to thecivilized world.”

" END.
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