MINOR TOPICS,

The question before the House being
whother $6,000 should not be appropriated in-
stead of $1,000 to caring for the Smithsonian
collections from exploring expeditions, Mr.
Sevye said docidedly, No. * It would make a
man or & woman gick to look at them, and he was
opposed to taxing his constituents for any auch
purpose.,” The ingenuity of this argument at
once brought the appropriation down from
$6,000 to $4,000—though whether out of respoct
to the stomachs or the pockets of Mr. SELYE's
constituents, does not appear. Hcientific gen-
tlemen with a fondness for bottled snakes and
stuffed lizards will please observe snd profit by
this tendency in modern legislation. And, by
the way, we would suggest to the curators of
the Smithsonian Institute, as a precautionary
measure, that hereafter no young lady visitor
be admitted to view the preserved reptiles,—es-
pecially if attended by a Congressman—Ilest she
pledge him, in the excitement of the moment,
against the muscum appropriation,

When the belligerent patriots who desire to
sacrifice themselves, Curtius-like, at this epoch,
go far enough in their loud-mouthed oratory, it
becomes harmless from its ludicrousness. The
Philadelphia gentleman, for example, who said,
the other night, that if impeachment was car-
ried out, ‘“they would ride up to their horses’
bridles in blood in the streets of this city,”
surely cannot expect us to do anything except
laugh or get puzzled at his rhetoric. It involves
such perplexing questions of drainage in the
Quaker City, and indeed of hydrostatics, hy-
draulics, and horse-swimming in general, that
we musf decline to reflect upon it.

————

The Virginia Convention lately settled the
great and momentous question—* Shall Mr,
Tukey bo allowed $100 for his expenses?” We
have forgotten which way they nettled it, and
have not the slichtest desire to be informed.
But we remember that our correspondent wroto
that it cost four days of labor and $5,000 in
money to doit. At about the same rate the
Louisiana Convention have been, it seems, elab-
orately considering such matters as whether
‘““ Mr. I'IsgER, a minister ”.—in fact, the Conven-
tion Chaplain who left 8o suddenly—should be
paid §100 or $200 for his services. The Louisi-
ana Convontion votes $13 a day to each member,
and at this rate it can be calculated how much
it costs, in the time consumed by a Constitutional
Convention in setthng small bills,

—— - o rran

Some of the Southern papers are drawing
great comfort from the statement, reported to
them of course by telegraph, that ‘adocumcnt
is in circulation in New-York indorsing the Presi-
dent and proposing armed resistance to the
measures now in progrees,” This is cited by
those journals as evidence of the *“ feeling of the
people.” We advige the Southern people to be
cautious in drawing conclusions from such
premises. They have suffered & good dealin
the past from putting too much confidence in
armed resistance to the Governmunt on the part
of the North. Their experience is too recent
and too severe to render a repetition of this mis-
take just now excusable.

There is a quarrel ¢ toward,” on the subject
of Hell Gate and its reefs, and the question has
got into the Legislature; not to get rid of them,
but to cultivate them, as it were, and regulate
the profits ; for, like many other evils and nuis-
ances, they do good to some persons. The
Sound-pilots and the Bea-pilots are &t logger-
heads, the former having a certain right to keep
the latter out of the ¢ gate;” and Mr, KIERNAN,
Chairman of the Committee on Commerce at
Albany, is about to open Pot Rock to the “tugs,”
by means of a new regulation. Better set about
blowing up the whole nusiance—the reefs. The
people of New-Haven, who mean to head us off,
with that bridge, are removing their own pot-
rocks and breakers from the bay, and we may
fairly profit by their sensible example, since ‘it is
lawful and right to learn from one’s adversaries,”
according to the old saying. Nitro-glycerine is
the *¢ enactment ” most needed m that Hell Gate

question.

i

We are becoming rather bellicose and irre-
pressible, somehovw, and the rest of mankind
are beginning to regard us in that light, and
call us odd, self-sufficient and overbearing. To
sny nothing just now of GEORGE Fraxcis TzAIN
and the 95 Americans found in the batch of 263
Fenians arrested in Ireland, there is our Consul
CusHING, of Rome, who, when the Garibaldians
and Papalins were trying conclusions at Men-
tana, came to the fore with his shillela .for the
Pope—fancying himself the Consul Furius Ca-
millug, probably. Then thereisour ANSON BU.R-
LINGAME, coming out of China as the war mis-
sionary of the Manchon dynasty, with a long
tail of scerctaries, interproters and Red Buttons,
{o invite American assistance against the rebels,
they say, and offer ccrtain concessiong. We
mnss, c\'f 'cou:'.'-s.e. senil an envoy to Pekin, vier
BurLIxGANE, on the war-path; and who is 1t e

Che? My BHost BROWNE, very LerT.‘,ahlv. who

when the Taeping-Wangs appear before the cap-
ital, will, of course, throw off h's office-coat, liie
My, Cusming, and sailin with force and arms to
help the Manchon Tartars, for Mr. BrRowNE was
born on the banks of the Anna-Liflcy., The
good old policy of holding ourseives aloof from
foreign entanglements and broils hasbeen pretty
fairly obscerved hitherto. But now we are grow-
ing ‘‘moro Irigh and less mce,” and * bully for
us "’ will probably be our motto for the fuluro.
No help for 1.

The Mormon University has for some time
been considering the question of adopting Pir-
MAN'S phonotypy, in place of the common alpha-
bet in use in the Gentile world. 1t appealed to
them partly on its intrinsic merits, and partly,
doubtless, because it was fitting that a ¢ pecu-
liar people” should have & peculiar alphabet—
and PrTMaN's is very pecuhar, But our corros-
pondent tolls us that even Prraan’s 18 now
rathor behind the wants of the Saints, who have
voted fo adopt the ¢ Deseret Alphabat,” which
is a '‘mixture of all other aiphabets.” Wo
would suggest still ghother possible combina-
tion. Why not adopt the characters in which
the book of Mormon was writton ? Prof. AN-
THON, who 8saw them, tells us that these wero
not only a ** mixture of all alphabots,” but had
evidently been mado up from *some book of
alphabets "—Greek, Germsan, Latin, Chaldaic,
Chinese and everything elso being peppered and
galted in, together with algebraic and geometric
gigns, Now this alpbhabet would not only be
peculiar, but would stand no risk of being
adopted by Gentiles ; and it would also allow
the Book of Mormon toberead ¢ in the original.”

A bill has been oftered in the Legislature to
repeal the charter of the Greenwich-street Ele-
vated Railway, Why this should be done we do
not mow. But whatever be the result of this
action, ¢he idea is likely to be carried out at no
distant time, QGen. Baunum, of Oregcn, pro-
poses, in & pamphlet, to construct a pair of such
thoroughfares over our crowded streets—one to
run from DBroad-street, through Nassau and
Chatham, to the Bowery, and so, by one of the
avenues, to Harlem; the other through West
Broadway to Canal and Sixth-avenue, and so on
to Manhattanville, Way-stations on the first
floors of oorner houses would give entrance to
the cars, at intervals of a fow blocks. Itisa
pity our predecessors om this island had not
foresight enough to leave ua wider streets ; and

- we only hope wo may’ have sufficient care to

transmit to our own posterity a wider order of

- thoroughfares at the upper end of the island,

and not compel them to choose, as we must do,
betweon burrowing under ground, like the molea
and the Londoners, and flying over the heads
of the people, like Japanese acrobats.

The great Nicaragua Railway between the
two Oceans is agrin talked of, the Legislature
of that State having recently had the subject
under discussion. It may be remembered that
the right to make it was granted to Capt. P,
of the English Navy, for & term of ninety-nine
years. The proposed route, from Monkey Point,
forty miles north from Greytown, on the east,
to the port of Realejo on the Pacific side, runs
parallel to, or in the same direction with the
present route of the lakes of Nicaragua; and a
million and & half of acres in the districta of
Chontales, Matagadalpha, and Legovia have
been conceded to the undortakers of the line.
Mr. Pru’s grant is in the interest of Mr. Fraxcis
Morris and associates, of this city.

The liberal Christians of the Chicago Ad-
vance can see that prohibition and denounce-
ment cannot work to any good purpose in the
matter of the theatres, They wuuld allow the
young to go to them; but only after a censor
had found the play to be a proper one. The
best kind of censorship would be the presence
of good respectable people at such places. If
managers could calculate largely on such, they
would not be 8o wanting in good sense as to per-
mit impropriety on their boards. As it is, there
is no great amount of indecency on our stages.
No doubt they have foolery and buffoonery
enough. But the best people aro amused with
buffoonery, when it is good. To improve the
thoatres the respectable people in general who
can be amused m that way, should go to them,
and not give them over to the younger and more
reckless clagses of the community.

The Springfield (Mass.) City Guard, which
“ yoted unanimously to tender their services to
sustain Congress in the present crisis in na-
tional aftairs,” would much more effectuzlly
show their patriotism and good sonse by waiting
until they are asked. President LixcoLn would
not have thanked the people of the North for
offering armed threats to the South. before ho
called for his 75,000 volunteers, and the moral
strength of the North in that strugglo lay in the
fact that, when it did fight,it was for the con-
gervation of the Constitution and the laws which
had been attacked by violence. There is no
such crisis at hand now, nor even apprehonded;
and this talk of * offering troops” smacks aito-
gother too strongly of Southern threats before
the war and sugges's a willingness to precipi-
tate a necessity for them.

Rev. NewsaN Harrn seems to be meeting
with a better fate than poace-malkers generally
do, for the usual result of trying to make up
quarrels between friends is that each side, hear-
ing only the arguments in favor-of the other,
believes the poor go-between to be- its opponent
and antagonistic partisan, But Mr. HALL spent
some months in America, persuading us that,
really, England as & whole was friendly to us
during the war—and we almost believed him—
and now we see he has been making & speech in
London, at & great meeting, where he presented
with great earnestness the American view of the
Alabama question, and *‘ carried the vast assem-
blage entirely with him.” At all' events;. he is
doing a good work in cultivating the- enlenle
cordiale between the two peoples, and we wish
him success.
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