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From Our Own Correspondent.
' Goear SALT LaKg City,
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Motoorological mattora aro of an extraordinary
character horeabout jast now. Tho tomperature i
oxcoedingly mild, and scarcoly 8 day passes withouf
rain. The stroams ara almost a8 high asab high-
water in tho Bummer, aud the roads, in many places,
aro impassablo. Some of tho canyon bridges havo
been washed away, and portions of tho roads 3i50.
This continuous wet weathor, and the conscquent
wrotched oondition of tho roads, have tended to
make busiaess much duller than it othorwise would
have been, insq@muocly that the complaint i goenoral
that g duller Christmas was never known here.
This, however, may Dbe an oxaggorstion of
the flat and unprofitablo ataie ot {kings in
matters of business horo at this time; but cer-

tatuly it is bad enough without exaggeration.

INTRODUOTION OF PHONOTYPY.

The * University of Deseret'’ has Iately taken a

slep toward reform 1n orthography, 8 decided step,
by resolving to adopt PITMAN'S phonotypic charac-
ters for uso in tho schools of the Territory, It has
been tor many years one of tho favorite schomes of
BricaaM YouNng to improve the characters repre-
genting the English language, and gciany meetings
havo been held, and propositions considered, looking
to the accomplishinani of that objoct,
- One of the principal notions ontertalned in connec.
tion with this subjact is that the distinciion between
consonanis and vowels i3 moro assumnad than actual,
and that such diatinction shoull ba aboliszhed, or no
longrer agsumod, Cousequently attempts were made
to form an aiphabet on tlna now plan, énd algo em-
bodying another, which was that tho wpiten and
printed charsclers shounid bo one, and further, that
distinet letters for capilala are unnecessary.,

An alphabet in accordance, with there views was
formed and type obtainod. Bome Yvears ago a col-
uwn or 80 in theao new charactors appeared regular-
ly 10 the Deseret News, and oxhorlatioy and oucou-
ragoment wore given to the communily at iargo to
lesrn and adopt this alphabot. A {ow sanguiunc pore
sons aid learn tae new alphabet, and corresponded
considerably in 1t. But tho connuunity generally were

oblivious to it., certsinly it ¢id net ¢ take’’ with

thomn, they cared naught aboul it, Tt waa like learn.
ing o new language, and it is a dificult thing W teach
& now languaga toa wholo commuunivy. The result
of this indiffarouce was that after a short time, theo
regular chaptors in tho new charactors disappeared
from tho pages of tho News, nnd by the peopls gen:
orally tis wholo subjacé was 800 apparaatly forgot-
tou. Now, it is probablo that the ¢ D=asaret Alpha.
bed,” a3 tho nety oharaciers were called, i given up
as an unsucceasful expariment, and consigned to ob-.
livion. Thoy aro uncouth in appearancs, and the
typo waa nono of the neateat, and to read it, looked
as bad as loarning Hebrow, or German, or Greek.

In tho construction of thia alphabot, however, there
wore insurmountablo dificuities in the way of its
genoral adoption, Ik was deaigned that each charace
ter should cepresent one sound, and only one, and
that sound ahould be tho nima ot thas character.
Thoce was 6 charactor to roprosent t. T was iis
namo and bt wes ita sound, under all circumstaunocos.
There was & character to ropreaent o. O was its
naimo and o was invarfably ita pound. Now how shall
wo apsll ““to?° We can’t do it. Wo can say t o,
to-o, but tho ¢ Deaersl Alphabet®™ doea aot furnmsh
oharacters to spoll “to.’* Thora was a character to
rgprosont n. N was its name aud n was il sound
atways, Now to spel “wmo.” It 18 not possible.
N o, tn the < Deserct Alptiabat,” would bo en-o.
Thece are no charactera co spell ¢ no.” Thero wa3s
a Lugo difficulty, and aftor yeara apont io the on.
doavor to surmount tt, itha ¢ Rogeucy ot the Univor-
gity’’ fcll apon PiTviatw’'s phonoiypy a8 tho most
availablo meansg of ceorpe (rom the dilemma.

What gtops, if any, lavo been taken to make use of
prarman’s systom of phonotypy Ao not yat appear,
but it is fair to presumo Lhat hooka or typs, or both,
in Lbat chisractor will bo procured at an early data
and used. It way De an intereating quastion in
arithmotic also to aslt 1f it tonk the **Regency of tho

Unlversity ot Dasecot” teu or fittooan yaara to de.
aide on 8 phonotypio aiphabot, how long wul it tako
tho tnbabitapts of Utali to adopt the sam3 and uso 1t

genarally ?
THEATRICAL AFFAIRS.

Cootpook and daughier havo buen tho slors at ths
theaira ilxls montl. hey hava been giving SHBALE-
gprARE and tho domoatic drams ohislly, to audiencos
no6 80 largo a8 thoy woutd tave had 1t busineas had
tean brisk and the grasshoppera had oot visited the
Porritory. The COULDOCKS 80oon {eave for California.
'Chay will ba anccveded horo by STamg, the trage.
d.an, who oill play 4 shorl engagewesut in this city
pravious to returuing to Deuvor. Cheyenuo, South
Uasa and Moutana, it i8 presumed, will be good
fields tor Jramattc talent auribg the noxt low yosrs.
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